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The Grand Durand Garden Tour
The Durand neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded
by Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment
and Queen Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000
Hamiltonians. The DNA was established in 1972 as a politically
independent community organization and chartered as a not –
for- profit Provincial Corporation. It is the DNA’s vision to be an
active, resident-based voice successfully addressing priority
issues affecting our neighbourhood to nurture a vibrant
downtown community. Please contact us at any time with
questions, comments or concerns about the neighbourhood
or if you are interested in volunteering, joining or renewing
your membership.
Contact Information: Durand Neighbourhood Association
C/o 332 Bay Street South, Hamilton ON L8P 3JB
289-887-2366 • president@durandna.com
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President’s Remarks
Well it has been three months in the President’s chair and I
am having a wonderful time. I am so encouraged by your DNA
Executive. Their passion and energy for all things Durand will
serve you well. We are busy. The Durand Park Revitalization
process is underway. We have our steering committee and
our stakeholders all in place and have had our first meeting
with our Project Manager and Landscape Architect from the
City. Now it is your turn. Please join us and meet your fellow
Duranders at the upcoming Public Information Centre. The
date is Thursday April 4, 2013, from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.
We are meeting at the YWCA, 75 MacNab Street South. We
will be looking for your input so that we can move forward with
the design process and the cost estimates. This is the first
stage in our process. Once we have our final design, it will go
to Council for approval and consideration in the 2014 Budget
with work on the Park to begin and be completed by 2015.
Once again, the DNA is hosting the Grand Durand Garden Tour
2013 on Saturday June 15, 2013, from 10:00 am to 4:00
pm. See the article in this newsletter for more information
and please visit our website at www.durandna.com for details.
Nicholas Kevlahan, former Vice President is our representative
on the Ward 2 Participatory Budget process. Nicholas has an
update for you in this newsletter.
New Board member Dave Cherkewski has taken on a new
issue for us “Rental Housing”. We are currently waiting for
an update on this file that went before Council in November
2012. You will have to visit our website for an update on this
very important matter. We have over 190 rental properties in
Durand that could be impacted. We hope to either conduct a
Rental Housing Survey or a poll on whether or not you support
Licensing Rental Housing.
The Board has made the decision to drop the OMB appeal
on the Residential Care Facility at 160-164 Park Street. It
appears that the City has failed to keep adequate records on
this property, making it next to impossible for us to take this to
the OMB without the necessary background material.
There is a new development for three infill townhouses being
proposed for 257 Park Street South across from the Durand
Park. The DNA is waiting to hear from the Committee of
Adjustment concerning zoning.
The DNA is delighted with our newest development ``City
Square``. A fabulous addition to our housing stock. Well done
Jeff Paikin and New Horizon Homes crew!
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our former Crime
Manager, Frank Miscione. He has moved on and taken on
another position in the HPS. This man is destined for moving
on up with HPS. In his place, we would like to extend a warm

welcome to Sgt Geoff Burbidge who looks forward to working
with Duranders.
We are continuing to upgrade our website. We now have a
polling station on the site which will help us determine your
position on any issues that are contentious and need your
input. Stay tuned.
Again, may I remind you, stay in touch, renew your memberships
if you have not already done so, and by reading the blogs from
our Webmaster, Peter Topolovic, stay informed of all things
Durand and beyond.

PRESIDENT - Janice Brown
VICE PRESIDENT - Anders Knudsen
TREASURER - Claudia Sheldrick
SECRETARY - Frances Murray
Dennis Baker, Dave Cherkewski, Alfred Cheng,
Jon Dalton, Kelly Foyle, Sarah Matthews,
Peter Topolovic

Durand Neighbourhood News
St Mark’s
St. Mark’s – Janice Brown
At our January 8, 2013, Board meeting, the Durand Neighbourhood Association invited several City of Hamilton staff members to address and update us with next steps for St. Mark’s.
Our guests included Anna Bradford, Director of Tourism and
Culture, Richard Wolf, Cultural Management Division, Neil Everson, Director of Economic Development, Carolyn Samko, Sr.
Project Manager for Heritage Resource Management, and Ian
Kerr-Wilson, Manager of Heritage Resource Management. We
also invited Graham Crawford, ex-board member of DNA and
Diane Dent founder of the DNA to this presentation.
Included in the presentation was the St. Mark’s Redevelopment
Concept Design, artifacts including a glass bottle, a photo
of the founder of St. Mark’s and paper & ink writing by Rev
R.J. Sutherland. These artifacts as well as others will be on
display in St. Mark’s, once the project is complete.
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Durand Neighbourhood News
To date, the Sunday school has been demolished; the back
wall repaired; the roof repaired and the basement has been
excavated. The soffits and fascia need to be replaced,
electrical heat will be installed only in areas not serviced by
ductwork, (including washrooms, entrances, and exits) and
window openings will have new glass installed except for the
existing stained glass window.
The Concept Design drawings are a work in progress. As part
of the proposal, there will be a cost projection for all repairs
and construction as well as a business plan for operations.
Some ideas for use include Whitehern programming; banquets,
wedding ceremonies, the DNA’s request for community
space and Councillor Farr’s suggestion to have the Durand
Neighbourhood Association adopt the green space.

By the time this proposal goes to Council in the summer of
2013, $950,000.00 will have been spent. The entire project is
estimated to cost anywhere from $1.5 to 3 million depending on
finishings. Not all construction will follow Heritage Designation
Guidelines, as the interior has no heritage elements except for
the stained glass window.
Anna Bradford informed us that we could expect public
consultations prior to the summer of 2013. She will keep us
up to date on the timelines. If all goes well, the proposal will
be approved by Council and be included in the 2014 Budget
deliberations. Now would that not be wonderful!

As someone who lives and works in the area, I have grown
to love this part of Hamilton. Durand is a unique and
historic neighbourhood and I am proud to support the DNA.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CALL… JOYCE
TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca

Joyce Hodgskiss,

Sales Representative

Joyce@MakeTheRightChoice.ca
www.durandna.com

[905] 522-1110
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Ward 2 Initiatives:
Nicholas Kevlahan

Participatory Budget Model Comes to
Ward 2
When the City of Hamilton harmonized tax rates between the
different urban areas of the city in 2011, Council decided that,
instead of lowering tax rates for wards in the old City of Hamilton,
some excess revenue each year would be put into the Area
Rating Special Capital Reinvestment (ARSCR) fund. This money
allows special projects to be funded in each of the wards of the
old City of Hamilton.   It is the ward Councillor’s responsibility
to determine how their ward’s money is spent each year.
A grant from Reeves Financial Services Inc. helped Norman
Kearney to learn about the experiences of participatory
budgeting (PB) in other cities (e.g. Guelph, Chicago, New York
City). Norman studied at McMaster in the Arts & Science
programme and graduated with a combined degree in
philosophy and political science. He first became interested
in PB when he studied it as part of a seminar on Latin
American politics (participatory budgeting was pioneered in
Porto Alegre, Brazil starting in 1989). Norman then made
presentations to the Ward 2 neighbourhood associations
explaining how PB works and what its advantages could be
for Ward 2. After consulting their memberships, on August
12, 2012, representatives from each of the six neighbourhood
associations in Ward 2 (Beasley, Central, Corktown, Durand,
North End and Stinson) signed a letter asking Councillor Farr
to introduce a Participatory Budgeting (PB) model to allocate
the ARSCR funds.
On September 6, 2012, Councillor Farr responded by announcing that he would implement PB for Ward 2 and form
a planning committee to determine the structure and rules for
the PB process.
The planning committee meets once per month and
has representatives from each of the six neighbourhood
associations, as well as up to six community members chosen
by the co-chairs Councillor Farr and Norman. Mike Cameron
acts as a facilitator at the meetings. The goal of the planning
committee is to determine a process for PB in Ward 2 that
encourages active resident involvement in collecting ideas and
prioritizing projects to be funded. The goal of the planning
committee is to have an agreed PB process in place by July,
with the expectation that the $1 million budget for 2013 will
be allocated by the end of the year.
It is important to emphasize that Council has already approved
the budget amount, and it is only how this money is spent
that remains to be determined. This is an exciting opportunity

to build resident engagement in Ward 2; especially as
participants know that they have a (significant!) budget to work
with and that, they have the chance to make a real difference
in their neighbourhoods at street level. This is not just another
“consultation”, it is genuine citizen engagement. It is also a
chance to make changes and build projects that would not
otherwise be possible given the budgetary constraints of the
City.
The planning process is still at an early stage, but some general
principles have already become clear. First, the process should
be inclusive, engaging, and equitable. Secondly, residents
themselves will determine priorities and allocate resources.
Finally, decision-making should be democratic, transparent,
and efficient.
It is important to remember that this is not a one-off effort.
We expect that (ARSCR) funds will be available to Ward 2 on
an annual basis, which makes it easier to be fair to all the
neighbourhoods over the longer term. It also allows us to
consider funding ongoing projects that may take several years
to complete, or that would periodically require new resources.
As the Durand Neighbourhood Association’s representative on
the PB planning committee, I am eager to hear from you by
email at kevlahan@gmail.com if you have ideas, or would like
to know how to participate. The monthly planning meetings
are open to the public, and you can keep up to date by visiting
the website pbhamont.ca.

Ward 2 Initiatives:
Kelly Foyle

Reflections on Queen Street & Complete
Streets
Duranders continue to advocate for streets in our community
that are designed to be safe for all users including drivers,
cyclists and pedestrians. The vision of having ‘complete
streets’ has been recommended by countless urban planners
and, in theory, is also supported by councillors and staff1.
While small steps have been taken, it is clear that Hamilton’s
streets are far from safe for all users. In Durand and Kirkendall,
residents are eagerly awaiting the first meeting of a study
group (also known as the implementation team), which will be
assessing how Queen St. can be converted into a two-way,
complete street. There is also a similar study group planned
for Cannon St.

www.durandna.com
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Ward 2 Initiatives:
In light of this discussion, we thought it would be wise to
consult what other cities have done with streets like Queen St
and consider what other possible adjustments beyond two-way
conversion could be applied in order to change character of
this busy street.

See Hamilton Downtown Transportation Master Plan - http://www.hamilton.
ca/NR/rdonlyres/4F659665-6BC2-43B0-84BE-C6F5FBBB424C/0/
Aug07PW08083.pdf
1

Queen St. will present a number of challenges for the study
group. It is an urban arterial street in that it allows for through
traffic between the mountain and the downtown and it has
a number of skewed intersections (e.g. Herkimer at Queen),
which are challenging drivers to navigate. It is an important
bus route and has several apartment towers, which means
there are considerable pedestrian traffic and a corresponding
high demand for parking. Queen St. has particularly narrow
sidewalks and a number of pedestrian obstacles (e.g. Herkimer,
again), which make it far from safe for pedestrians.

Based on reading case studies in Philadelphia and Ottawa,
there are number key items, which should be of primary concern
when re-designing the street. These recommendations include:
• Sidewalks should be a minimum of width of 6 feet to
allow two people to walk side-by-side. This width is
considered necessary on arterial streets and streets
with a density of dwellings such as row house or apartments. Queen St. has both of these.
• Include a furnishing component along the street. This
might include pedestrian seating; bike parking or storm
water planters (see Figure 1). These furnishing have
practical purposes and can act as a buffer between the
sidewalk and the street for pedestrians.

Figure 1 Storm water planter in Portland, Oregon. Storm water planters direct
runoff from rooftops and sidewalks into the ground rather than the street.
See http://courses.be.washington.edu/LARCH/433/2012_winter_
stormwater_planters/case.htm for more details.
2

References
http://philadelphiastreets.com/pdf/CS%20Handbook_2013.pdf
https://ottawa.ca/sites/ottawa.ca/files/migrated/files/con029031.pdf

• Provide appropriate lighting especially at intersections. Queen St.’s skewed crossings are complicated
for drivers to navigate. Poor lighting at these intersections increases the risk of possible pedestrian collisions.
• Bike lanes should also be considered and are advised
on arterial streets where the speed is 40 km/hr or
greater, which are once again the case for Queen St.
While these recommended alterations seem simple, deciding
how best to implement with the space at hand may prove
challenging. The DNA continues advocate for complete streets
in the neighborhood and will be bringing these ideas and others
to the table in the coming months.
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Durand Neighbourhood News
Janice Brown
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“Hidden Gardens of Durand”
A neo gothic and Italianate mansion, a turn of the century
Victorian, a 19th century worker’s cottage, a 1910 Beaux Art
Italianate home... look behind the garden gates of some of
Hamilton’s most historic homes.

The Grand Durand Garden Tour

This self-directed tour allows guests a peak into nine gardens
of the city’s most exclusive addresses. Included in your
ticket is a Summer Cream Tea and live music at Whitehern,
a wonderful garden in its own right and the former home of
Thomas McQueston, father of the Royal Botanical Gardens.
*BONUS – Your ticket is valid until December 31, 2013 for a
free tour of Whitehern Historic House & Museum after June
15, 2013.
Tickets sold out in 2007 and 2010. Make sure to get your
tickets early. You will not want to miss this fabulous Durand
event.
Tickets are $ 20.00 and go on sale May 1st
All proceeds are for the ongoing Revitalization and Beautification
of Durand Park. For more information visit www.durandna.com
or call 289-396-5288.
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Durand Neighbourhood News
Janice Brown

Durand Park Revitalization – It is Official
Our Durand Park Revitalization is underway. Please mark
Thursday April 4th on your calendar and join us. We have an
opportunity to get this right and create the best urban park
in the City.
We need your feedback and the only way you
can do that is to get involved. This is going to be an amazing
evening. We will have idea boards, short presentations, and
small group breakout sessions led by Durand stakeholders.
This is the first step but the most important in creating the
design of the Park. To see the DNA’s presentation from 2008,
visit our website www.durandna.com, go to the Project page,
and click on Durand Park.
Please confirm your attendance and
email president@durandna.com.

the “original base case analysis for the project did not include a preferred technology” - Gary assured me that light rail
transit is still the preferred option for Hamilton.
He told me a new report on LRT would be submitted to Hamilton City Council from City staff soon. He also confirmed that
no decisions would be made until the government decides on
new sources of funding, as no new projects can be built on
the current budget.
As I suspected, the goal of these meeting is not so much
to ‘consult’ the public, but rather to try to get people enthusiastic about The Big Move, Metrolinx’s 25-year Regional
Transportation Plan, and communicate this enthusiasm to the
politicians.
He told the participants that no politician is going to vote for
new fees or taxes unless they feel they have strong public
support.

Big Move Consultation Continues LRT
Holding Pattern

Same Holding Pattern

LRT is the preferred option, but no one will commit to it until
the provincial government decides on a new funding model.

We are stuck in the same holding pattern we have been in for
the past few years: LRT is the preferred option, but no one
will commit to it until the provincial government decides on a
new funding model.

By Nicholas Kevlahan
Published February 13, 2013 (Raise the Hammer)

Special Report: Light Rail
I attended the latter part of the February 12 Big Move Consultation meeting. It was nice to see that it was very well attended by a wide cross-section of Hamiltonians: people are
still enthusiastic about the prospect of LRT in Hamilton.
This meeting was similar to the other public information sessions I’ve attended: an introductory talk, and then a break-out
session divided into groups, each one focusing on some aspect of the project (funding, transport, and so on).

Of course, once the funding model is agreed, there will be a
political scramble to grab a piece of the budget, and then we
will be in a very weak position unless our Mayor, Bob Bratina,
suddenly becomes a champion for the cause of LRT in Hamilton.
We are still left with the question of why the Metrolinx announcement was so poorly and confusingly written, and why
the Media Relations employee who responded to (Raise the
Hammer) did not attempt to clarify things.

There was nothing new there, with the main message from
the participants being: raise new money from a variety of
sources and spend it in an immediate, direct and transparent
way on transit improvements.
I was introduced to Gary McNeil, president of GO Transit. We
were able to have a long chat, which was very helpful.
Despite the confusing messaging about “RT” rather than
“LRT”; including an official clarification from Metrolinx that

www.durandna.com
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Notice of Public Meeting for the Revitalization of Durand Park
When:
Time:
Where:

Thursday, April 4, 2013
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
YWCA – Auditorium
Senior’s Active Living Centre
75 MacNab Street South, Hamilton, ON

Durand Park (approximately 0.7 hectares) is located in the
heart of the Durand Neighbourhood, bounded by Charlton
Avenue West, Herkimer Street, Bay Street South and Park
Street South, in Ward 2.
This Public Information Centre (PIC) is established to obtain
confirmation of comments and ideas presented by the Durand
Neighbourhood Association (DNA) towards the revitalization of
the park. The PIC procedure will begin with a brief presentation

at 6:00 pm followed by a breakout-group/round-table discussion
for 36 minutes. After which, a short presentation will be heard
from each break-out group to highlight comments, and followed
by a summary of next steps. Bring your creative ideas and
magazine cut-outs of images to assist with discussions.
For further information you may contact
the project manager:
H.T. Lam, OALA, CSLA
City Of Hamilton, Public Works Department
Landscape Architectural Services
(905)546-2424, Ext. 4621
HT.Lam@hamilton.ca

Durand Park – Idea Board
www.durandna.com
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Durand Neighbourhood Event
First Christian Church Member Offers
Knitting, Crocheting and Quilting Classes

Hello neighbours in the Durand Area: You may have noticed that
our church on the corner of Charlton and Hess (First Christian
Reformed Church) has undergone some major renovations.
We want to celebrate its new image and invite you to be part
of our new endeavors. Among several new ventures we are
planning we are excited to tell you about something which may
tweak your interest: We want to initiate a group which will meet
to either knit and chat or possibly learn to knit, crochet or
even quilt. Our leadership, including pastor Chris Schoon, our
lead pastor, has encouraged us to welcome the ladies from the
neighborhood, so that we can get to know each other better.
Our tentative plan is to meet Wednesday afternoons from 1:30
pm - 3:30 pm. If this is something that appeals to you, please
feel free to call Margaret at 905 529-7386.

www.durandna.com
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Practical Tips for Safe Cycling
bicycles and cars, so it is essential that you are visible
to drivers approaching from behind. In addition, using a
light helps you ride assertively at night, knowing that you
are visible. Miniature LED lights are cheaper than ever,
well under $10, and can be mounted a variety of ways.

Jonathan Dalton
Cycling is a safe and healthy mode of transportation for all
ages. We in the Durand Neighbourhood are fortunate to have
schools, shopping and all of downtown Hamilton within easy
biking distance. We hope that, as the weather improves, this
year we will see more bicycles fill the roads.
While we strive to improve cycling through dedicated bike lanes,
cycling can still be safe and enjoyable on Hamilton streets. In
addition to helmets, which are mandatory for children under
18, and safety gear, cyclists must share the road properly with
other vehicles. The single biggest threat to a cyclist is an
accident involving a larger vehicle.
This is where common sense and intuition sometimes fail us.
For example, it is not safe to ride as close to the curb as
possible, even though it may feel like there is more room. In
fact, there is nowhere to escape should a car come up behind
you too close.
Beyond the obvious, here are 5 practical safe cycling tips
focused on sharing the road effectively and protecting yourself
against the most common accidents:
1.

Stay off the sidewalk: Not only is this illegal, but the
sidewalk is the most dangerous place for a cyclist to be.
You are vulnerable to cars entering and exiting driveways
and turning at the crosswalk. Drivers do not expect you
on the sidewalk as they are watching for slower moving
pedestrians.

2.

Do not hug the curb: The law states that bicycles
should stay to the right side of the road, but this does
not mean you need to ride inches from the curb. This
can be dangerous in two ways. It can encourage drivers
of faster moving vehicles to pass without caution,
thinking there is ample room. You also run into more
obstructions such as sewer grates and potholes, which
you then need to swerve around, entering the path of
motorists. Legally, cyclists may occupy a whole lane if
it is not wide enough to share with vehicle traffic, and
there are situations in which it is safer to do so.

3.

Avoid the blind spot: When approaching an intersection
where a car is stopped ahead of you, do not ride right up
to the stop line. Stay behind the car until it continues.
Many accidents happen when a car turns right and the
cyclist is beside it, in the driver’s blind spot.

4.

Use a rear light: Front and rear lights and a bell are
mandatory by law. However the rear light is by far the
most important in terms of safety. Rear end collisions
are one of the most common accidents involving

5.

Avoid the door zone: When riding next to parked cars,
give yourself extra room to the right in case a car door
unexpectedly opens. Again, riding too close may give
a false sense of safety. Statistically, cyclists are much
more likely get a ‘door prize’ and be injured in this way
than to be rear ended in moving traffic.

Visit www.bicyclesafe.org
(no affiliation) for more great tips.
A recent study by the University of Toronto looked into the
most common types of accidents involving cars and bicycles:
“While there is a public perception that cyclists are
usually the cause of accidents between cars and bikes,
an analysis of Toronto police collision reports shows
otherwise: The most common type of crash in this study
involved a motorist entering an intersection and either
failing to stop properly or proceeding before it was safe
to do so. The second most common crash type involved a
motorist overtaking unsafely. The third involved a motorist
opening a door onto an oncoming cyclist. The study
concluded that cyclists are the cause of less than 10 per
cent of bike-car accidents in this study.”
Regardless of who is at fault in an accident, knowing the
common types of accidents and how to avoid them, as a
cyclist or as a car driver, will make our city safer for those on
two wheels. The DNA wishes you happy and safe cycling this
summer.
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Sgt Geoff Burbidge`s Crime Managers Report:
I would like to say hello to everyone and introduce my self. My
name is Sgt. Geoff Burbidge and I have taken over from Sgt.
Frank Miscione as your Durand Crime Manager. I transferred
from the Central Detective Office and started my new position
in January. Having previously lived in the neighbourhood myself
I know what a wonderful and beautiful part of the city Durand
is. My contact information will be listed on the Durand website
so please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Along with myself moving into the new position, Supt. Stewart
has taken over Supt. Kinsella’s position as Commander
of Division One. Supt. Stewart has previously been in this
position and I’m sure a number of you will already be familiar
with him.
In January the Hamilton Police identified several “problem”
traffic areas throughout the Central Area. This initiative was
created by Division 1 Uniform Patrol and they have increased
traffic enforcement in these areas. The project is still on-

going however I will update everyone in the next news letter.
I would also like to remind everyone to ensure they do not
leave valuables visible in there vehicles. Recently there has
been car enteries in and around the Durand neighbourhood.
The Hamilton Police is very much aware of this and deployed
uniform and plain clothes officers in the area.
With the warm weather fast approaching I would like to remind
everyone to stay safe and ensure everyone in the community
looks after one another. If you see suspicious activity please
call 911 and report it. What keeps a community safe is the
people who live there and this includes looking out for your
neighbours and there property.
Stay Safe
Sgt. Geoff Burbidge

Bed Bugs Bugging You?

Since 1938

Truly Nolen Pest Control oﬀers comprehensive, year-round protection from infestations
of bed bugs and other insects. With over 70
years of industry-leading experience, why
would you call the other guys?
Call us today to book your inspection!

1-855-878-7859
Raccoons • Squirrels • Bats
Birds • Skunks • Mice

Ants • Bed Bugs • Spiders • Centipedes

Follow us!

Bees • Wasps • Birds • Flies
And others ...

www.durandna.com

trulynolen.ca
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David
Christopherson, MP
Hamilton Centre

Please contact my office
for assistance with any matters
dealing with the Federal Government.

22 Tisdale Street South Tel: 905-526-0770
Hamilton ON L8N 2V9 hamilton@davidchristopherson.ca
www.davidchristopherson.ca

332 Bay Street South
Hamilton, ON L8P 3J8
Telephone: (289) 887-2366
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.com
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