Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association

SPRING 2015

President’s Remarks
Janice Brown

The Durand Neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded
by Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment
and Queen Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000
Hamiltonians. The Durand Neighbourhood Association
(DNA) was established in 1972 as a politically independent
community organization and chartered as a not-for-profit
Provincial Corporation. It is the DNA’s vision to be the model
downtown community that protects heritage while creating a
diverse, sustainable and vibrant future. Please contact us at
any time with questions, comments or concerns about the
neighbourhood or if you are interested in volunteering, joining
or renewing your membership.
Contact Information
Durand Neighbourhood Association
611-90 Charlton Avenue West, Hamilton ON L8P OB4
289.887.2366 • president@durandna.com

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Durand Board
members and Duranders who volunteered at St. Mark’s on
May 2 and 3 during the Open Doors/Hamilton Civic Museum
Event. We had a great weekend with almost 500 guests
visiting the site and enjoying the grounds. There is no doubt
that St. Mark’s should remain in the hands of the City and
community. Please contact Councillor Farr and City Council
to reinforce the message that this would be the best and
highest use for St Marks .
We are anxiously awaiting the start of the Durand Park
revitalization. Because of the uncertainty with timelines, our
Durand Park Movie Night will be moving to a new location
(only for this year). Please mark your calendars. The date is
September 19, 2015. Both the location and the movie will
be announced at a later date.
June 6, 2015 is a very special day not just in Durand but
around the world as we celebrate 100 in 1 Day. Board
member Wes Jamieson along with webmaster Peter Topolovic
and Evergreen Project Manager Jay Carter have helped to
facilitate a fun-filled day. Please see the activities they have
lined up for you in Wes’ article.
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On the development scene, developer Jeff Paikin wants a
break on development charges before he starts to build the
third tower of the City Square condo development. The
Durand Neighbourhood Association opposed his original plea
back in February and continues to argue that the Durand
neighbourhood is not in need of incentives. Reduced
development charges were implemented for other parts of the
City that need extra stimulus for development. Our position
is also supported by Jason Thorne, Planning and Economic
Development Director for the City of Hamilton.
Valvasori Brothers will begin work on their new apartment
building on Bold Street between Queen and Hess. The
Connolly (James Street Baptist) is hosting a huge sales event
on June 13th and 14th at the Art Gallery of Hamilton.
Planning is well underway for the upcoming Grand Durand
Garden Tour scheduled for June 19th 2016. Please mark
your calendars. I am still looking for gardens. Please forward
locations that I might visit.
In closing, I wish you a very safe and fun-filled summer
holiday.

www.durandna.ca
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100In1Day
Wes Jamieson
100In1Day is a festival of civic engagement that involves
individuals and organizations in the creation of small-scale
projects or initiatives known as urban interventions. Imagine
the possibilities for our city if hundreds of people united to
spark change.
100In1Day began as an idea and quickly became a global
movement. Launching in 2012 in Bogota, Colombia with 250
urban interventions and over 3,000 participants, it has since
inspired transformative action in 18 cities around the world.
Last year 10,000 people in Toronto, Vancouver and Halifax
united and created over 400 urban interventions, joining a
movement of citizen-driven action that is taking place around
the world.
This year, Hamilton, Halifax, Toronto and Vancouver are looking
for 100 actions each from individuals, community groups or
organizations. Visit 100in1day.ca for more information.
Here is what the DNA has planned for 100 in 1 day!

about beautifying and greening our alleyways and taking them
back and preserving them as public spaces and pathways, for
community and urban reflection.
Durand Heritage Walk
June 6, 12 pm
Meet Peter Topolovic and Janice Brown at Durand Park. Walk
to be determined.
Hamilton’s Sobi Bike Share
Saturday June 6, 9am – 12pm
Become a member of Hamilton’s bike share network at Durand
Park or online at https://hamilton.socialbicycles.com/
Explore the Durand neighbourhood and our unique built
heritage. Wes Jamieson will be on hand at Durand Park
between 9am and 12pm to help you learn about using the
bikes and registration
Join us on June 6th, 2015 and begin re-imagining how you
could make your city a better place to live.

Durand Park and
Neighbourhood Clean-up
June 6, 9am - 12pm
Every year, many
Duranders support this
very important clean-up
that helps to improve our
common spaces in the
neighbourhood. Please
meet us at Durand Park at
9am and help clean up the
Park and surrounding areas.
Gloves, garbage bags,
and refreshments will be
provided. All are welcome!
Durand Alleyway Tour
June 6, 2pm-3pm
Meet Board member Wes
Jamieson at Durand Park
at 2pm. Destination to be
determined! Wear good
shoes, whatever wheels can
manage the uneven terrain,
a soccer ball, frisbee,
camera, binoculars, and
join in on the conversation
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Building Hamilton’s Protected Cycling Network
Kevin Love

and driveways are still fairly common in The Netherlands.

Part 2: Building the network: Herkimer & Charlton Streets

Mr. Bender stated that he will report back when the design is
finished. Again, no target date was given for completion of the
design, let alone implementation.

Part 3: Building the network: James Street GO Station

My Opinion

Part 4: Building the network: Cannon Street

It is quite frustrating that this process has been dragging
out for so long. Protected bike lanes are essential if we are
to have infrastructure that accommodates everyone. The
recommended design has been approved by the Durand
Neighbourhood Association and our local municipal councilor,
Jason Farr. This is a quite common design that has been
successfully implemented in many places all over the world. It
is time to get going with it in Hamilton.

Part 1: Why a protected cycling network?

Part 5: Building the network: The Pipeline Trail
Today’s article is Part 2: Building the network: Herkimer &
Charlton Streets (see www.raisethehammer.org for Parts 1, 3,
4 and 5)
Herkimer and Charlton Streets are scheduled for cycling
infrastructure as part of the City of Hamilton’s Cycling Master
Plan. There have been several previous articles about the
efforts of the Durand Neighbourhood Association’s to get a
better design than City staff’s originally proposed unprotected
bike lanes placed in the Door Zone of adjacent parked cars.
In response to this unacceptable proposal, the Durand
Neighbourhood Association formed a Cycling Committee that
recommended New York-style car parking protected bike lanes.
Today’s article is an update that reports on the presentation
made by City staff to the Hamilton Cycling Committee on May
6, 2015.
City staff, represented by Daryl Bender, reported that design
work on the car parking protected bike lanes (CPPBL)
is currently being “worked through.” No target date for
completion of the design was given.
Mr. Bender raised two concerns, but emphasized that
they were not showstoppers serious enough to prevent
implementation of the recommended design. The first concern
was that since the Durand Cycling Committee proposed the
Herkimer CPPBL to be on the North side of Herkimer, people
turning right onto streets such as Park or MacNab would have
to turn across car traffic.
My response was that the same situation exists right now on
the Cannon Street protected bike lane. For example, anyone
travelling westbound on Cannon and turning right onto a street
without a traffic light is making that right turn across two car
traffic lanes. Somehow people are managing to do that.
Mr. Bender then raised the concern that someone riding in the
CPPBL may be hidden from car drivers turning into driveways.
My response was that the exact same situation applies to any
child running on a sidewalk next to parked cars. Also, CPPBL

Participatory Budget 2015
Yonatan Rozensajn
On May 21, 2015, delegates from all Ward 2 neighbourhood
associations met with Councillor Jason Farr to receive an
update on the progress of existing neighbourhood projects as
well as lay the foundations for the next round of Participatory
Budgeting (“PB”). I was honoured to represent Durand as well
as chair the meeting. We were pleased to hear from Councillor
Farr that many of the 2013 PB priorities and grants have
been disbursed and allocated. A few large projects dealing
with future community spaces are held in reserve pending the
disbursement of future PB funds. Other projects such as the
placement of public benches and no smoking signs in parks
are expected to be completed by the end of this year.
A review of the 2014 PB projects revealed a number of bigticket items which require close attention to move forward.
2015 will therefore focus on ensuring that the City is catching
up with these existing projects, especially moving towards
construction on the renovation of St. Mark’s. Councillor Farr
confirmed that some of the 2015 Area Rating funds will be
used to tackle the Durand’s existing infrastructure. We hope to
work constructively with the City and other levels of government
to fully fund as many projects to completion so that new
priorities may be formulated in a new PB process for the 2016
fiscal year.
Keep an eye out for developments concerning the 2016 PB
process in the Durander.
Yonatan Rozenszajn is a Director of the Durand Neighbourhood
Association and works as a lawyer in downtown Hamilton. He
may be reached at yr@rozenlaw.ca.
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Councillor’s Remarks
Jason Farr, Ward 2 Councillor
Speed humps, not speed bumps have become increasingly
popular in our urban neighbourhoods. They are as effective at
slowing down fast-moving traffic on residential streets as speed
bumps.
The difference between the two? A speed hump sits lower to
the road, but is wider. A speed bump sits up higher from the
road and is more narrow.
Another difference is that a speed hump makes less noise
when a car drives over. Particularly when that car has existing
rattling parts below. Hence, the speed hump is much less
annoying for residents who live adjacent to a speed hump than
a speed bump.
This summer, following the Pan Am Games, there will be a
speed hump installation blitz throughout Ward 2. For the
Durand, expect to see speed humps installed at:
 Caroline - between Robinson and Charlton
 Robinson - between Queen and Hess
 Duke Street - between Caroline and Hess
With speed hump installations going over very well to-date
throughout our communities, I have set up a reserve that will
focus on future installations in desired areas.

So, how did we pick the three speed humps your Durand
neighbourhood will see after the final soccer goal? Two ways:
As you may recall, we recently held a very well-attended
Durand Town Hall that discussed important topics respecting
safe roads and heritage.
Prior to the start of the meeting, a welcome event in the
Council Chambers was held. We featured site plans for the
Durand Park restoration and sign-ups for our new Ward 2
seniors’ committee and my ward2word e-newletter (visit
jasonfarr.com to join). There was also a neighbourhood poster
set up that asks visitors to pin the area they thought would
best be served by a speed hump.
Also, we once again received some valuable input from the
DNA. Throughout four years at the many DNA meetings I have
attended, traffic calming has been a hot topic. As we continue
to seek out ways to slow traffic through the residential areas,
we are now able to add to this effort with this summer’s first
set of speed hump installations.
If you have any questions for me respecting speed humps
or anything else Durand, Ward 2 or City of Hamilton related,
please contact me at any time. I welcome engagement from
every corner.
We also deliver blue boxes, green bins and garbage tags.
jasonfarr.com

Crime Manager’s Report
Sergeant Mary Sullivan
There has been a rash of vehicle entries in both apartment
underground and street-level parking areas. This issue is not
limited to the Durand neighbourhood. Various resources are
being utilized to identify the person(s) responsible. Beat officers
are aware of the spike and are checking target areas as time
permits. A plainclothes unit is also investigating the vehicle
entries. Remember to leave ALL valuables out of sight – even
loose change.
Although graffiti is a year-round problem, it may be more
noticeable as people are out in the warmer weather enjoying
their property and neighbourhood. Timely removal is key
to successful graffiti prevention. If you observe someone
committing a criminal act by applying graffiti, call 911
immediately. To report existing graffiti call 905 546 CITY and
a follow up will be conducted by city staff. Graffiti on public
property is removed by the City; private property clean-up is the
responsibility of the owner.
Queen Street South is heavily travelled as it is an access route
between the upper and lower sections of the City. Motor
vehicle speed has been monitored in the past by the Speed

Tracker Trailer and this year by the Divisional Safety Officer.
While there are always exceptions, the results to-date indicate
that speed is not consistently excessive. The Divisional Safety
Officer will continue to monitor.
Get to know your neighbourhood by checking out the Crime
Mapping Tool on www.hamiltonpolice.on.ca. Users can
conduct searches to identify when and where certain types of
crimes have taken place during the past 60 days. The crimes
include Homicide, Break and Enter, Robbery, Vehicle Theft and
Theft from Vehicle. Crimes are posted with a one-day delay.
Remember the Hamilton Police website www.hamiltonpolice.
on.ca is a valuable resource for a variety of Crime Prevention
topics. Check it out! Tips on personal safety, theft protection
and bullying are just a few of the topics. Look for the topics
under Preventing Crime.
Sergeant Mary Sullivan #57
Crime Manager’s Office - South Town
Hamilton Police Service
Phone: 905.540.6074
msullivan@hamiltonpolice.on.ca
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Crime Mapping and Crime Tips
Barb Henderson
Crime stats in the Durand Neighbourhood increased
dramatically in the last two months (April & May 2015).
There have been numerous thefts from vehicles (streets and
garages), residential break and enters (houses and apartment
buildings) and vehicle thefts.
Our Crime Manager reported low crime stats for the Durand in
January, February and March.
We need to be aware of what is happening in our
neighbourhood so keep your eyes open and if you witness a
crime in progress report it by calling 911. If you are reporting
a crime that has already occurred, you should call the nonemergency line 905-546-4925.
Check out the crime mapping tool available to citizens of
Hamilton (stats are 24 to 48 hours behind current date):
 www.raidsonline.com
You can do a tutorial on the crime mapping tool (Raidsonline)
and learn how to sign up for personalized crime alerts/reports
in your neighbourhood and receive the alerts by email every
day if you wish:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XIbrooc7tY&list=UU
SG0X1f3J3hygUPmKmSbsbQ
Learn more about this easy-to-use tool that was introduced
November 2014 by the Hamilton Police Service:
 https://www.thepublicrecord.ca/2014/11/18/hamiltonpolice-launch-online-crime-mapping-of-selected-crimetypes/
 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/your-caris-a-crime-magnet-new-police-map-shows-1.2839279

Crime Tips
Your vehicle is one of the largest investments you will make in
your lifetime. Auto Theft is a great concern to all citizens, not
just as a property theft issue, but as a safety issue as well.
Every vehicle owner in Canada helps to pay for the annual
cost of vehicle theft through the payment of higher insurance
premiums. The most common location for vehicle thefts are:
 large, anonymous parking lots like those associated with
shopping malls, movie theatres, airports, train or bus
stations
 automotive dealerships
 residential driveways
 unlocked garages

Home Safety and Security
 Keep doors and windows locked.
 Give your home a “lived-in” look with interior light timers
and good exterior lighting.
 Trim all shrubs and trees so doors and windows are in
clear view.
 Check identification and references of all sales and service representatives.
 Install deadbolts on exterior doors and insert screws in
the upper track of patio doors to prevent the door from
being removed from outside.
 Get to know your neighbours and join a Neighbourhood
Watch program.
 Don’t respond to obscene phone calls - hang up immediately.
 Insure your home and contents. Keep valuables in a safedeposit box.
 Inventory your property. Record all serial numbers and
mark your property through Operation Identification.
 If you suspect someone has broken into your home, DO
NOT ENTER. Instead, call police from another location
(e.g. neighbour’s phone, pay phone, cellular phone).

Don’t give thieves a chance
 Never leave your keys unguarded, such as at the gym or
in a restaurant. According to police data, approximately
one in five vehicles are stolen using the owner’s
keys, so be sure to keep them on you or locked in a
secure place.
 Park in secure, well-lit areas near pedestrian traffic.
Always lock doors and close windows, even if you’re away
from your vehicle for just a few minutes.
 Remove possessions from your vehicle—shopping
bags, tools, spare change, electronics, brief cases, GPS
etc. Put anything that could tempt a thief in the trunk.
 Wait for garage door to close behind you so thieves
don’t have a chance to get into the underground parking.
 Keep your garage door opener out of sight.
 If you have an older vehicle, use an anti-theft device,
such as an electronic engine immobilizer or steering
wheel lock.
 Don’t store a spare or valet key in your vehicle.

www.durandna.com

Page 6

Newsletter of the DurandNeighbourhood Association

DURAND
NEIGHBOURHOOD
CLEAN UP
Volunteers Needed!
Saturday, June 6th
9:00am-12:00pm

Please meet us at Durand Park and help
clean up the Park and surrounding areas.
Gloves, garbage bags, and refreshments
will be provided. All are welcome!
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Heritage Watch
Janice Brown

1 St James Place
The property owner of 1 St. James Place continues to wreak
havoc on the cultural landscape and the lovely street. .Since
the beginning of May, he has removed every tree from the
property. At this point the intentions of the property owner of
1 St. James Street are speculative as to whether or not he will
attempt to create a parking “area”. The DNA and the residents
of 1 St. James Place have asked City staff to address the
following questions. Please see the bolded statements which
are disturbing and still need clarification by staff.
Tree Cutting

Cultural Heritage Planning staff conducted a site visit and
determined that the work falls outside of the jurisdiction of the
Notice of Intention to Designate and would not require Heritage
Permit approval.
Zoning
Question: Are there zoning considerations regarding the
creation of a parking lot or the expansion of an existing parking
area on site?
•

1 St James Place Hamilton is located within a C-District
(Urban Protected Residential), as outlined in By-law No.
6593.

•

Section 3 of By-law No. 6593, which deals with how
the by-law is applied, does speak to allowances
for parking for hospitals and related uses on lands
adjacent to, or opposite a highway from, a public
hospital, subject to the provision of appropriate
planting strips and/or fencing to buffer the parking
from a residential district (Section 3.(2b)).

•

Section 9 of By-law No. 6593 discusses parking
provisions within a C-District and allows for “parking
spaces to such a number as is reasonably necessary
for a permitted use” (Section 9.(1)(viii)).

Question: Are there any restrictions to the observed tree
removal on the property? Are they City trees?
 Staff investigated last week and advised that no City
trees were being removed from the property. Staff also
confirmed that the tree that was in the process of being removed last week was not on City property, and its
removal is permitted.
Heritage
Question: If a property is deemed a “Heritage property”, are
the trees also protected, and therefore cannot be removed
without specific consent from the appropriate authority?
1 St. James Place is subject to a Notice of Intention to
Designate and is currently under appeal at the Conservation
Review Board. The heritage attributes worthy of protection that
were identified in the designation notice include:
“The heritage attributes of the two storey building are derived
from the property’s built heritage Value as an example of the
Art Moderne style of architecture, as designed by Hutton and
Souter and built by the Pigott Construction Company. The
heritage attributes include, but are not limited to:
•

All exterior facades of the existing house, including the
projecting end volumes, and all associated construction
materials and techniques; and,

Site Plan/Building Permit Applications
Question: Is either Site Plan approval or a Building Permit
required for an expanded parking lot?
•

The expansion of existing residential parking areas for a
single-detached dwelling are not subject to Site Plan and
do not require a Building Permit.

•

The construction of a commercial parking lot would require
Site Plan approval.

Please refer to “Enforcement” section below for further
information regarding enforcement of a parking area and
confirmation of its use.
Enforcement

•

The landscaped open space of the front and side yards
and view of the house from James Street South.”

Questions: Does this mean that we can see a parking lot along
the back of this property? How do we stop this?

•

The heritage attributes outlined in the designation notice
do identify the landscape value of the property. However,
the trees are not specifically identified as attributes.”

•

If a property owner were operating an illegal parking
area without a Zoning Approval, then Municipal Law
Enforcement/Licensing Enforcement could investigate.

www.durandna.com
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Heritage Watch (cont’d)
•

If an owner is constructing a parking area to
accommodate an auxiliary use of the property (i.e.,
not parking for residents living on the property), MLE
may have enforcement action.

Property Standards
Questions: Surely there must be something that Property
Standards can do as this is a designated property. Is this an
example of “demolition by neglect”?
•

MLE has recently inspected the property and did not
observe any violations of the Property Standards By-law.

The owner is appealing the designation through the
Conservation Review Board. The Durand Neighbourhood
Association will attend the Conservation Review Board Hearing
on June 26th and will keep you updated.
Durand Inventory
The consultants from ERA Architects and City staff from Culture
and Tourism will be meeting with the Durand Executive in
the next few weeks to outline the process for the upcoming
Inventory. At that time we will know how we will assist with the
project. If you are interested in taking an active role, please
email me at president@durandna.com.
Notice of Intention to Designate 52 & 56 Charlton Avenue
West
The City of Hamilton intends to designate 52 and 56 Charlton
Avenue West, Hamilton, under Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act, as being a property of cultural heritage value.
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest
The buildings at 52 and 56 Charlton Avenue West illustrate two
themes of significance to the history of Hamilton – first, their
construction at the turn of the 20th century by wealthy local
landowners who were developing the Durand neighbourhood
as a place for upper-class dwellings; and second, their
adaptation in the mid-twentieth century by a non-governmental
association and the City for innovative social housing geared
to teenage girls. The property’s architectural value derives from
the period when the buildings were in single-family use. Their
extant features provide insight into the domestic tastes of
affluent Hamiltonians at the turn of the twentieth century and
demonstrate the capacity of Hamilton-based architects and
craftsmen to offer high style to their patrons. The property’s
historical value relates to both the period of single-family
use and the time when it served the Big Sister Association of
Hamilton as the residence known as Charlton Hall.

Please see the Cultural Heritage Assessment report for 52 and
56 Charlton Avenue West, Hamilton (PDF, 17.1 MB) for the full
report.
Planning Committee meets Tuesday June 2nd. Even if the
designation is successful, the City continues to consider them
surplus and will sell them. The DNA supports preserving the
buildings as adaptive reuse. As designated buildings, they
qualify for grants and tax incentives for the repairs. Councillor
Farr has asked the DNA for their suggestions. Please send
your ideas for adaptive reuse to president@durandna.com.
Heritage Process Review
Why is the City undertaking this review?
Following the process that allowed 80 per cent of James Street
Baptist, a designated heritage property to be demolished
and the DNA’s and others’ concern over the process, Council
directed staff to undertake a review of the processes related
to heritage designation and processing heritage permit
applications. The purpose of this review is to assess the
effectiveness of the existing processes and identify any
recommendations for improvement. As part of the review,
the DNA and other stakeholders had the opportunity for
engagement and feedback that will assist in the assessment of
the existing processes and to identify areas for improvement.
As part of our review we addressed the following with our
concerns, opinions and suggestions in regards to the listing,
designating, permitting, and preserving of Hamilton’s heritage.
 Designation process
 Heritage permit Review and Delegated Approval
 Protecting Non-Designated Build Heritage (included or
not included in existing inventories)
 Communication/Transparency/City Website
 Review of the Demolition Control Bylaw with respect to
Heritage
You can view the submission here.
How will the DNA’s input be used?
The input from these questionnaires - our experience with how
these processes are working and our perspective on how they
may be improved upon – is an important component of the
review process. Our input will help in the identification of topics
deserving of more in-depth conversation at workshops this
spring. The input received from the surveys and the workshops
will then inform staff’s final recommendations to Council, which
will be drafted and available for public comment in the summer
of 2015. The DNA looks forward to changes to help protect
and conserve our Built Heritage.
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You Can Help Your Durand Neighbourhood Association
Frances Murray
If you are reading a hard copy of the Durander that you
received in the mail, you may notice that the stamp is $1.80
or more. Tax on top of the base stamp cost makes each
mailed-out newsletter cost more than $2. That’s not a big
deal, however, with three newsletters a year, that adds up to
$6 or more per year for each member who receives a mailed
copy of the newsletter. When I first joined the DNA in 2012
and began helping out with the newsletter, postage was about
$1.20 per copy. At this rate of increase in postage, we are

appealing to our members to supply an email address so that
we stop printing and mailing a copy to your home address.
We don’t want to raise membership rates as the majority of our
members receive the newsletter only online.
We rely on memberships and donations to stay viable, and
hope that you will consider reading the Durander online to help
us save money. This will also help in the conservation of paper
and ink!
Thank you for your consideration.

As someone who lives and works in the area, I have grown
to love this part of Hamilton. Durand is a unique and
historic neighbourhood and I am proud to support the DNA.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CALL… JOYCE
TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca

Joyce Hodgskiss,

Sales Representative

Joyce@MakeTheRightChoice.ca
www.durandna.com

[905] 522-1110
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St. Mark’s
Ashleigh Bell, Culture and Tourism, City of Hamilton
On the weekend of May 2 & 3, the City of Hamilton’s Tourism
& Culture Division participated in partnership with Doors Open
and Jane’s Walk to celebrate Museum Month, opening up
many of our historic sites and cultural facilities for free public
tours. We chose this opportunity to open St. Mark’s in its raw
state and to animate the site as a cultural programming facility,
a potential direction that City Council has supported for study.
Churches are built as much for community engagement
as religious worship and something extraordinary happens
when historic architecture is brought to life through music
and voices. The first weekend of May brought poetry and
music of many genres to the former pulpit of St. Mark’s and
performances were intermitted with inspirational videos about
Hamilton’s emerging identity as a creative and ambitious city.
Artist Richard Talbot displayed his local landscape paintings
throughout the space, and created a contemporary lighting
installation that brought a distinctive glow to the textural quality
of the old plaster walls.
Sustainable city building projects strive to support a public
realm that will withstand the test of time and the inevitability
of cultural shift. Back in March, staff of Tourism & Culture
attended Change Camp, an event launched in partnership
with the City of Hamilton, McMaster University and Mohawk
College, to gain student feedback on the kind of initiatives
they hope to see from municipal services. Public green space,
sustainable transportation, community engagement, heritage
architecture and bold support of local arts and culture were
top priorities among the students engaged. In planning the
programming for the weekend, we pulled together a diverse
range of performances, art display and informational booths of

Diane Dent, former DNA President, at the entrance to St. Mark’s

community organizations to reflect these ideas of sustainable
city building.
The Durand Neighbourhood Association was an immense help
in making this event happen, as many of our volunteers on
hand for discussion with public throughout the weekend were
members of the DNA. Special thanks to Janice Brown for her
support and help with organization of volunteers for these very
special days at St. Mark’s.

Performance art at St. Mark’s

www.durandna.com
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Music and light at St. Mark’s
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SoBi Hamilton Bikeshare Rolls Out Across the City and in the Durand
Janice Brown
Many Duranders have probably noticed an influx of bright blue
bikes in the neighbourhood. In fact they are hard to miss in
the Durand, as there are many well-placed bikeshare stations
serving us. Throughout the City there are 110 stations and 750
bikes as part of the SoBi Hamilton bikeshare system, one of
four in Canada, the 10th largest in North America and one of
the first “smart bike” systems in the world. Traditional systems
require people to use kiosks and key fobs to access bikes,
while the SoBi system can be accessed through a smartphone
or computer. Once you have an account, you can just walk up
to a bike, login with a member card or member number and
away you go! Annual memberships are $85, which gives you
one hour of free ride time a day. Monthly passes are $15 and
also give you one hour of free ride time a day. Each additional
hour is $4 (prorated to the minute). If you aren’t sure that you
want to make the commitment, for a one time set-up fee of $3
you can ride for $4 per hour (prorated to the minute), which
is the pay-as-you-go plan. If you don’t use it, you don’t pay!
The flexibility of SoBi is one of its greatest assets as a form of
transportation.

For Duranders who have bikes or primarily drive or take transit,
the SoBi bikes are like a taxi service, ready for you when you
need them. They are a great second vehicle for families on the
go, especially if you enjoy getting away from your car for awhile
and running errands in your neighbourhood on foot or by bike.
The system tracks your usage and provides you with data on
the greenhouse gasses reduced (because you replaced a car
trip) and tells you how many calories you’ve burned. The bikes
have proven to be very popular, especially in the Durand, with
thousands of users city-wide, thousands of kilometers travelled
and thousands of trips made during the first two months of
operation.

SoBi hub at the GO Station on Hunter Street.

The service area of the bikeshare system extends from Dundas
to the Stadium and from the Waterfront to the escarpment,
including Concession Street. More information and an
interactive map can be found at www.sobihamilton.ca .
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MPP Hamilton Centre
20 Hughson St., S., Suite 200,
Hamilton ON L8N 2A1
Tel: 905-544-9644
Fax: 905-544-5152
ahorwath-co@ndp.on.ca
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David
Christopherson, MP
Hamilton Centre

Please contact my ofﬁce
for assistance with any matters
dealing with the Federal Government.

22 Tisdale Street South Tel: 905-526-0770
Hamilton ON L8N 2V9 hamilton@davidchristopherson.ca
www.davidchristopherson.ca

www.durandna.com

CANADA

Page 16

Newsletter of the DurandNeighbourhood Association

Candidate, Hamilton Centre
289-309-6028
yr@voteyonatan.ca
@YRozenszajn
facebook.com/yrozenszajn

Durand Neighbourhood Association
611-90 Charlton Avenue West
Hamilton ON
L8P OB4
Telephone: 289.887.2366
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.ca

www.durandna.com
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Yonatan Rozenszajn
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