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April 12, 2014
 Attention: Councillors Jason Farr, Brian McHattie, Maria Pearson, Lloyd Ferguson, 
                      Chair – Municipal Heritage Committee Alissa Denham - Robinson, 
                      General Manager - Chris Murray 

                       Mayor Bob Bratina

Cc:  
           Hamilton City Council

 Re:  
1. Delegation of Council Consent to Staff for Alterations to Designated 

Property under the Ontario Heritage Act (PED05096 (a)) City Wide

2. Correspondence to Staff, Council Representatives and Municipal Heritage Committee Chair (October 26, 2013, November 4, 2013, and November 6, 2013

I am writing again on behalf of the Durand Neighbourhood Association (DNA) about recent approval to demolish two thirds of James Street Baptist Church. This correspondence comes following the meeting on April 3rd to discuss issues of the Durand Neighbourhood Association and receipt of the Staff Report regarding “delegated approval” sent to me by Megan House
1. The Staff Report (PED05096 (a)) City Wide dated November 18, 2005 states:

“In considering heritage permit applications for substantial changes to heritage building fabric or those involving significant landmark buildings and particularly complex issues, it is anticipated that these will be flagged by staff members of the subcommittees or Council representatives on the Hamilton LACAC (Municipal Heritage Committee). Such extraordinary applications would be forwarded for full consideration by the Hamilton LACAC (Municipal Heritage Committee) and then to the Director of Development & Real Estate for approval.  In certain instances particularly where there may be controversial aspects to the applications these would be forwarded to the Planning & Economic Development Committee & Council for consideration and final approval.”

(a) Why did staff & Council representatives not recognize that James Street Baptist was an exceptional application?

(b) Why was the application not flagged and why did it not proceed to full consideration by Municipal Heritage Committee? (MHC)
(c) Why did the MHC, Permit Review Committee, Staff and Council representatives not realize that this was a controversial issue that should have been forwarded to Planning & Economic Development Committee & Council for consideration and final approval?

The Durand Neighbourhood Association suggests:

· that there were substantial changes  in that 80% of a designated heritage building is being demolished
· that this is a significant landmark building – Paul Wilson in a CBC article writes, “James Street Baptist (1878) is the Southern gateway to Hamilton’s Famous Five including St Paul’s Presbyterian1854, Bank of Montreal 1928, Sun Life 1905 and the Pigott Building 1928.” 

· that this is a complex issue in that the church is designated; that the Heritage Impact Assessment was commissioned by the developer; that Permit Review Committee did not advise the City to seek a peer review, that the developer provided only concept plans, and not a site plan.
· that this is an  extraordinary application as  the Chair of Permit Review stated ” the biggest decision the committee has made in its history” and “ most important downtown heritage decision”

· that there are several controversial aspects including coverage in local and other community newspapers, blogs sites, television, radio, correspondence and emails from the Durand Neighbourhood Association and other heritage advocates;  no knowledge of the developer’s previous projects or history .
2. Correspondence to Staff, Council Representatives and Municipal Heritage Committee Chair (October 26, 2013, November 4, 2013, and November 5, 2013
The Durand Neighbourhood Association sent a letter to Councillor Farr in October stating their concerns and suggestions.  We did not receive any acknowledgement regarding our suggestions and concerns.  Considering the severity of the request to demolish 80% of this heritage landmark building, did Staff, Permit Review Committee, Council Representatives and Municipal Heritage Committee receive this letter?

It is my understanding that emails from David Cuming, former Senior Heritage Consultant for the City of Hamilton, currently Cultural Heritage Planning and Conservation Consultant were sent to the Chair of the MHC, staff and Council representatives stating that in light of all the press coverage, this was a controversial alteration that should allow delegations and that this application be addressed by the MHC and not by “delegated approval”.  The Chair of MHC agreed that this should not go through delegated approval but be vetted by MHC.  There was no follow up and no review by the MHC.  Why did this not happen?  This very serious question must be answered.
The DNA asks that there be a complete  review of the entire process which would include staff, committee members, and council who were involved with the decision to demolish 80% of a very controversial heritage designated landmark building in downtown Hamilton .
On behalf of the Durand Neighbourhood Association, I urge the leaders of the City of Hamilton to suspend approval for demolition of James St Baptist Church until the issues outlined have been resolved.

Sincerely yours,

Janice Brown,

President Durand Neighbourhood Association

PS:  See below Media Coverage 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/paul-wilson-demolition-looms-on-hamilton-s-history-row-1.1928985
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/developer-wants-to-tear-down-james-baptist-next-month-1.2545655
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/new-proposal-coming-on-james-st-baptist-church-demo-1.2159273
https://raisethehammer.org/article/2121/durand_questions_james_street_baptist_demolition_process
http://joeycoleman.ca/topics/james-street-baptist-church/
http://joeycoleman.ca/2013/10/09/on-the-eve-of-a-decision-where-does-the-james-street-baptist-church-demo-permit-stand/
http://www.thespec.com/news-story/4125082-developer-wants-to-tear-down-back-of-crumbling-james-street-baptist-church/
http://www.chch.com/james-st-baptist-church-prayer/
http://metronews.ca/news/hamilton/986617/hamilton-developer-working-to-save-james-street-baptist-church-bell-tower-wall/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/more-than-1-000-downtown-properties-on-new-heritage-list-1.2577989
http://www.900chml.com/2014/03/21/13424/
http://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/4171116-demo-permit-for-james-street-baptist-church-jumps-hurdle/
