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President’s Remarks     2021 AGM  
DNA President, Chris Redmond, 
hosted the DNA 2021 AGM on 
October 28th via ZOOM. He stated 
he has been a Board Member for the 
past seven (7) years. Chris advised 
COVID created challenges but the 
Board made adjustments. Such as, 
hosting board meetings via ZOOM to 

stay active and engaged and hosting smaller activities that were COVID safe, including 
Easter Bunny Scavenger Hunt in the spring and more recently a scaled back Pumpkin Patch 
Event in the Park. A very notable activity for this past year was hiring a consultant to help us 
review and update our Mission and Vision Statements and our Priorities for the next three to 
five years. The last review was in 2014. Input and discussion was helpful to both new and 
returning Directors’. You can find the results of this work shop on the Durand Neighbourhood 
Website www.durandna.com. The board continues to work with City Staff to implement our 
Character Project. We do not support boundary expansion and we have an Environmental 
Committee who championed tree planting in the Durand. Chris encouraged members and 
others who are interested in the priorities of the Association to contact him and he will connect
you to the Board member heading up the various sub-committees. A listing of DNA Sub-
Committees follows. In conclusion, Chris thanked the Board members for their ongoing 
support and for joining this evening’s AGM.

DNA Sub-Committees
• Archives
• Character Zoning
• Communications 
• Complete Streets

• Durand Park/Events
• Heritage 
• Membership
• Neighbourhood 

Climate Action

• Planning & 
Development 

• St. Mark’s
• 50th Anniversary

Your New Board & Executive for 2021/2022
President Chris Redmond (returning)
Vice-President Roberta Harman (returning)
Treasurer Jake Stephenson (new)
Secretary Janice Brown (returning)
Directors’
Dennis Baker (returning)
Elizabeth Estall (new)
Andy Hares (new)

Erica Ippolito (returning)
Brian Ogryzlo (returning)
Matteo Patricelli (new) 

Geoff Roche (returning)
 Stu Solomon (new)

Meet Board Member Janice Brown
Janice has been a Durander since 1992. She joined the Durand Neighbourhood Association 
after moving here and shortly thereafter became a director and has served as Secretary and 

http://www.durandna.com/


President of the Association during her long tenure. During her 
time Janice has been very active with the Heritage file, Durand 
Park and Event Planning. She is also a member of the Hamilton
Municipal Heritage Committee and the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario, Hamilton Region Branch. An active 
person, Janice, a retired Physical and Health Education 
Department Head has maintained her activities. Dance and 
tennis were her passion until an old knee injury (2006) forced 
her to discover golf and yoga! Other interests include gardening,
great food, concerts and enjoying people.

Janice is proud to have been recognized for her volunteer 
efforts by her peers in Sport and Community. She was awarded 

the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal Award in 2012 and in 2018 Janice was 
recognized as an Honouree of the 19th Celebration of Significant People.

Past/Upcoming Event  s  
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who came to Durand Park on Sunday, October 24 for the 
Pumpkin Patch in the Park event. We gathered a van full of non-perishable food, and 
monetary donations, to be donated to the food bank. Seeing our community members big and
small, and some four legged ones, enjoying the park and the Halloween spirit was so 
amazing! Hopefully, we will be skating in Durand Park soon. Stay tuned to Durand Social 
Media accounts for other upcoming events such as the DNA’s 50th Anniversary.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurandNeighbourhoodAssociation
https://www.instagram.com/durandneighbourhood/
https://twitter.com/durand_na

Events such as these are one of the benefits of being a DNA Member. It's easy to join just 
follow the link https://www.durandna.com/become-a-member/.

https://www.durandna.com/become-a-member/
https://twitter.com/durand_na
https://www.instagram.com/durandneighbourhood/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DurandNeighbourhoodAssociation


I  SO COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR   
The Durand Neighbourhood Association (DNA) 
is in search of a Communications Coordinator to 
help keep us growing. In 2022, the DNA will be 
marking it’s 50th year of incorporation. A long 
standing organization made of dedicated 
volunteers who care about their downtown 
neighbourhood. If you're committed and 
ambitious, the DNA Inc. is an excellent place to 
grow your career and gain experience and 
volunteer hours. THIS IS A VOLUNTEER POSITION

Responsibilities for Communications Coordinator

• Write a variety of different content to support communications and marketing efforts, 
including newsletters, website copy, brochures and press releases.

• Assist communications team in developing and implementing a communications 
strategy designed to further the associations company objectives.

• Stay up to date on industry trends and make recommendations for adjustments to 
communications strategies and practices.

• Respond to media inquiries and maintain relationships with journalists and other 
members of the press.

• Plan press conferences and other promotional events to help keep the organization top
of mind.

• Lead Communications Sub-Committee and coordinate volunteers, support vendors 
and support promotional events.

• Perform outreach to press outlets, magazines, influencers and build strategic 
partnerships to grow brand notoriety.

Qualifications for Communications Coordinator

• Experience in a communications or marketing role.
• Time management and organizational skills and ability to meet deadlines.
• Exceptional writing and interpersonal communication skills.
• Ability to work both independently and as part of a team.
• Familiar with Office Suite and capable of creating visually compelling presentations.
• Knowledge of email software, Mailchimp, or a similar program.
• Knowledge of social media software, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter.
• Proven knowledge of communications and marketing ethics and best practices.
• Public speaking abilities are an asset.

All interested applicants please contact Chris Redmond at president@durand.com or 905 
746 1753. 

In order to apply, you must be a member in good standing of the Association. If not already a 
DNA Member, go to the DNA website to join the association. 
https://www.durandna.com/become-a-member/

https://www.durandna.com/become-a-member/If
mailto:president@durand.com


Heritage Update – Janice Brown
Good News- 54-56 Hess Street South, recommended by the Hamilton Heritage Committee
to Council to Designate, to add to Staff’s Work Plan and to add as a High Priority, was ratified 
by Council on June 23,
2021. This is a semi-
detached two-and-a-half
storey stone building,
constructed circa 1852 in
the Second Empire style
on the site of Robert
McElroy’s former farm
plot, which accounted for
the majority of the block
bounded by Hess,
Jackson, Queen and
Main Streets. The plot
was subdivided into eight
lots by 1875. Robert
McElroy was a contractor
by profession who owned
a stone quarry on the
mountain. He  was an
alderman in the mid-19th
century and the mayor of
Hamilton from 1862 to 1864. Both 54 and 56 Hess Street South were redeveloped for 
commercial purposes by the late-20th century. Currently 54 Hess Street South is vacant and 
available for commercial lease and 56 Hess Street South houses Doors Pub. There is a 
potential development by Southwest Crossings on the radar. Currently the developers are 
waiting on the Ontario Land Tribunal decision in their appeal of the City’s Downtown 
Secondary Plan which limits height to 12 stories for Queen South, Main Street West and Hess
Street South. Should a new development proposal for this area come forth 54-56 has 
protection.

Not So Good News -163 Jackson Street West, Pinehurst, the stone structure (circa 1850) 
was designated in 2002. It was and is considered to be of heritage significance. The 
property’s historic value is derived from associations with Tristram Bickle, the original owner, 
and later owners Bishop Thomas Brock Fuller and William Southam. The building’s 
architectural attributes derive from its rarity as a surviving example of a stone, Pre-
Confederation residence, located on the former Iroquois beach ridge and as an example of 
the Neo-Classical and Second Empire styles.

Home to CHCH for decades, the property was in very good hands and maintained beautifully. 
However, when CHCH sold to Television City, Brad Lamb, this all changed. The developer 
has been an abysmal property owner with no regard for the Durand community. The property 
continues to decline.  Through efforts of the DNA, Jason Farr and heritage staff, the Municipal
Law Enforcement no longer warns and educates but has activated immediate response, 
cleaning up the property and adding to the developers tax roll. Until, or if, this development 
ever comes to fruition, we will all need to monitor Pinehurst to ensure this stunning building is 
not left to “demolition by neglect”.

Image Courtesy of Jim Charlton & Carol Priamo



Good News, But Let’s Wait and See! St. Mark’s, corner of Bay and Hunter Streets, has 
been on the DNA radar since 1988. With determined citizen engagement and two outstanding
Councillors, Vince Agro and Bill McMullough, who supported their constituents, encouraged 
Parks and Recreation to purchase this facility and green space in 1994. The Council of the 
day was then convinced to designate not only the deconsecrated church, but the open space,
with a convincing argument that the Durand was deficient in green space for their 12,000 
residents and lacked community amenities. Over the last 27 years, we have battled and 
persevered several private high-rise proposals, attempts to source private/public relationships
to develop, potential sale of heritage properties by the City, several requests for proposal that 
never came to fruition and all the while the DNA held their position. Finally in 2011, a 
turnaround that resulted in removing this property from the market once and for all and a 
Feasibility Study to use St. Mark’s as a Cultural Facility for Whitehern’s programming and 
community space for Durand Neighbourhood Association. To date, the exterior, Phase 1, has 
been completed. Unfortunately COVID-19 set the project back. Unexpected sewer and 
drainage costs led to budget overruns and most disturbing issues with the procurement. A  
new procurement will be reissued with many design and material changes to cut costs but 
most upsetting is the procurement includes a huge provisional list. This could severely impact 
the event space, the community use and the landscape and garden amenities. The Good 
News is that “Councillor Farr has assured that the St. Mark’s Phases 2 & 3 will commence 
and be completed as originally planned. There are resources!” The project start-up is 
March/April and completion Fall of 2023.

Traffic Calming Update – Brian Ogryzlo
As we come to a close on 2021, we at the Durand Neighbourhood Association continue to 
champion for a safe, walkable and liveable Durand. You may have noticed the newly installed 
speed cushions on Duke and Bold Streets between Hess Street and Queen Street South. 
These measures are a result of the power that we all have as citizens of Durand. Over the 
summer, led by myself, board members and local residents met with Councillor Farr regarding
the concerning amount of aggressive driving occurring on Duke and Bold Streets. Councillor 
Farr was receptive to our concerns regarding the impact on safety, livability, and the 

Image Courtesy of Roberta Harman



environment that aggressive driving was
causing. He was able to have speed
cushions installed on Duke and Bold
Streets to aid with traffic calming, with the
possibility of greater measures coming
later. This comes in addition to Councillor
Farr pushing to have speed cushions
installed on Duke Street between Bay and
Caroline Streets. This will have an impact
on negating aggressive driving in these
areas and most importantly will make it
safer for you and your family living in the
Durand.

We would like to remind Duranders to
remain involved and champion for safe,
walkable and liveable streets. Part of the
work of the Durand Neighbourhood
Association is to help bring your voice to
our local decision makers. If you have concerns about the safety and efficacy of our streets 
please be open to speaking with the Durand Neighbourhood Association to help campaign for
a safer neighbourhood. 

Development Update The Latest on James St. Baptist aka the Connolly, corner of 
James & Jackson Streets Janice Brown recently met with Allan Le Nam, CEO of Hue 
Developments and Investments Canada and Councillor Farr to attempt to determine the 
prognosis and future of the former James Street Baptist Church. Since the “minor alteration in
2014 of 4/5ths of the designated landmark located at the corner of James St. South and 
Jackson St. West, the building and the heritage attributes have been severely impacted. Last 
month, homeless cut the frost wire fence entered through the doors on the Jackson St. West 
side and started a fire in the basement of the structure. Over the last 7 years, the heritage 
attributes have not been adequately protected nor monitored. The images are disturbing of 
the current state of this historic landmark!
 
Mr. Le Nam informed Janice and Councillor Farr that he has parted ways with Luke Wywrot of
LCH Developments, the chief engineer on the project. Another very serious concern is that a 
major Vietnamese investor has pulled financing. That leaves Le Nam with trying to find new 
investors to finance this development. At this time Le Nam confirmed that the Conservation 
Plan would not change nor would the design by McCallum Sather. 

Le Nam is calling the next 30-45 days a transition period; he will report on timelines for 
stabilizing and repairing the retaining portion and construction of the new build once he has 
both financing and a reputable project engineer in place. Stay tuned on this saga!

For images of James St. Baptist how it stands today, after the unfortunate fire, go to the next 
page . . . . . . 

Image Courtesy of Roberta Harman



 

Images of James Street Baptist

A   Message from YWCA CEO Denise Christopherson  

At YWCA Hamilton, we support some of the most vulnerable women and gender-diverse 
people in our community. Many of those we serve face seemingly unsurmountable 
challenges: homelessness, poverty, addictions, abuse, illness.

It’s our role to help provide safety and support to women and gender diverse people who seek
services at YWCA Hamilton. Unfortunately, the demand for services is beyond our capacity 
and there are many people we are unable to support who have no where safe to go and they 
feel most safe being close to our building. Our hardworking team at YWCA Hamilton is doing 
the very best we can with the resources we have available to us. However, there simply isn’t 
enough support or funding available to address the deep and systemic problems at the root of
this issue. 

During the pandemic we have also experienced a rise in the number of people lingering 
around the building who are there to do harm. We have raised these concerns with the City 
and Hamilton Police Services and we have asked for more assistance. YWCA is investing in 
more daily clean-ups around the building because of the accumulation of litter that we have 
not been able to control as people gather around the area. The Police are being called daily 
to the site and our staff are being vigilant about their own safety, client safety and community 
safety.

There is more need in this community than we can meet, and without immediate intervention 
from the City, the Province and the Federal government, this issue is only going to continue to
grow in scope and complexity.



As CEO of YWCA Hamilton and a resident of Durand, I’m asking for your help in advocating 
for our most vulnerable neighbours. Please, contact your representatives at every level of 
government and advocate for more resources and funding for non-profits on the front lines of 
the housing crisis. Because together, we can ensure that everyone feels safe, welcome, and 
supported in Durand.

What is a Community Association? 

Community Associations are usually registered societies that have a general mission to 
improve neighbourhood life within a specific geographic region. They can take on many 
forms: Some cover large regions and multiple neighbourhoods while others can be small. 
Some have facilities and/or paid staff and some have none. What they all have in common is 
that they are volunteer run and share a common mandate to provide programs, services and 
communications to their residents that will improve the quality of life. Such activities could 
include:

• Developing and enhancing community pride and spirit through hosting or volunteering 
at special events. 

• Undertaking neighbourhood improvement initiatives such as spring clean-ups, 
community beautification, tree planting, playground development and more. 

• Providing information to residents through a newsletter and/or online presence and 
acting as a unified voice on issues affecting the community. 

• Providing input into the planning and development process and fostering good planning
practices. 

Community Associations have the potential to be on the front lines of important social, 
cultural, environmental and community issues. They can respond in many ways to the needs 
of their residents; fostering and supporting them to fully and actively engage in community 
and civic life. This happens through the provision of social, recreation and sports programs, 
through neighbourhood improvement initiatives, and through direct input into planning and 
traffic issues, and other public affairs. Community Associations have the potential to mobilize 
citizens and local resources to make a vital contribution to community life – enriching the 
quality of life and well being of their communities. Overall, Community Associations can 
provide a shared sense of citizenship and inclusion. For decades, community members have 
benefited from Community Associations, which can be the anchor for community life. Above 
description taken from Northern Hills Community Association

The Durand Neighbourhood Association, commonly referred to as The DNA, are all 
volunteers and are dedicated to making sure your community is a great place to live, work 
and play. We act as a voice for your community and we want you to be part of it. We offer you
endless opportunities right in your own backyard, such as:

• Community-wide events
• Community Clean-ups
• Annual General Meeting
• All Candidates Meeting
• Committee work (heritage, planning & development, events, community safety, etc.) 
• And so much more!

The DNA wants to get to know you; wants to hear from you. We want you to take pride, feel 
safe and participate. Purchasing an association membership is a great way to get involved 



and show your support. And it is extremely affordable at less than $0.03 a day. To join go to 
https://www.durandna.com/become-a-member/  or your other option is to fill out the membership 
application form, on the last page of this newsletter, and drop it off with your cheque or cash 
at Durand Coffee on Charlton Avenue.

Share this site and newsletter with your neighbours. 

REMEMBER; THE MORE MEMBERS THE STRONGER THE VOICE!

The  DNA’s  MISSION is  to  be  the  voice  of  the  neighbourhood.  We  are  a
resource  and  an  advocate.  We  engage  residents  and  stakeholders  and
champion for neighbourhood priorities.

The  DNA’s  VISION is to be the model downtown community that champions
natural  and  built  heritage,  with  priorities  in  creating  a  diverse,  sustainable,
inclusive and vibrant future.

Durand Neighbourhood Association

c/o Durand Coffee, 142 Charlton Avenue West, Hamilton, Ontario L8P 2C7

email: info@durandna.com

mailto:info@durandna.com
https://www.durandna.com/become-a-member/


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

NAME: _____________________________________

APT/SUITE #: _______________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________

CITY: _______________________________________

POSTAL CODE: ______________________________

EMAIL: _____________________________________

PHONE: _____________________________________

# in your HOUSEHOLD ________________________

PLEASE CHECK BELOW AS APPROPRIATE

   ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP, or .....................$10

   TWO YEAR MEMBERSHIP, or ....................$15

   THREE YEAR MEMBERSHIP .....................$20

   DONATION (not a charitable organization) $ _________

TOTAL REMITTANCE  $_______________________

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE PAYABLE TO
Durand Neighbourhood Association Inc.

c/o Durand Coffee 
142 Charlton Avenue West

Hamilton Ontario 
L8P 2C7

Contact Information:
Email: info@durandna.com Telephone: 905 570 0609

Website: http://www.durandna.com/

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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