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Upcoming Events
The Durand neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded
by Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment
and Queen Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000
Hamiltonians. The DNA was established in 1972 as a politically
independent community organization and chartered as a not
- for - profit Provincial Corporation. It is the DNA’s vision to Be
the model downtown community that protects heritage while
creating a diverse, sustainable and vibrant future. Please contact
us at any time with questions, comments or concerns about the
neighbourhood or if you are interested in volunteering, joining or
renewing your membership.
Contact Information: Durand Neighbourhood Association
C/O 332 Bay Street South, Hamilton ON L8P 3JB
289-887-2366 • president@durandna.com
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Join your community in Durand Park for our annual movie night.
Saturday, September 20 (rain date Saturday, September 27). We
will be showing the Lego movie and there will be a food truck
on site so that you can purchase dinner for a special price. We
always have lots of fun and it’s a great way to enjoy our precious
green space.
Our AGM this year will be held at the YWCA and will include a
municipal candidates’ debate. Mark your calendar for October 6
to gain valuable insight into what the candidates are promising
before the municipal election on October 27.

President’s Remarks
By Janice Brown
It was a very long winter, a very slow start to warmer weather and
continues to be a very busy year for Durand.
The DNA Board has undergone a few changes since the last
newsletter. Kelly Foyle, our lead in Park Clean-ups not only got
married but also has a full-time position with the University of
Waterloo. She and her husband Simon Kiss have been very
active Duranders and we wish them both well. Congratulations
Kelly on your new job and we will miss you.
The DNA welcomes new Board member Geoff Roche. Geoff is an
architect with Glen Weis Architect & Associates in Oakville. He is
married to a teacher and has two beautiful daughters. Geoff’s
passion is heritage and he will be a welcome addition to the
Board. One of our priorities continues to be safeguarding our Built
Heritage. I look forward to Geoff’s expertise and engagement in
Durand.
On behalf of the DNA, thank you to all who donated to the
residents of the former Pasadena Apartments. Over $34,000
was collected for our Pasadena residents. Your generosity is
overwhelming, and I am delighted to call myself a Durander.
In this edition you can find updates on Heritage, Development,
Property Standards, Participatory Budget Ward 2 2014 and Park
Clean-up. Enjoy the read and have a wonderful and safe summer
season.
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Heritage in the Durand
By Janice Brown
Demolition Permit Issued for Porch and Garage at 1 St James
Place
Neighbours, the DNA, and Councillor Farr met on Monday evening
May 12th to organize to stop the demolition of the porch and
garage at 1 St James Place. Developer Victor Veri, with no notice
to the community, on Saturday May 10th began clear-cutting all
of the trees on his property. He informed residents that he was
planning to make a parking lot. The neighbourhood managed
to hold him off by calling the police and contacting Councillor
Farr, who contacted the Director of Municipal Law Enforcement.
Unfortunately, as the trees were on the owner’s property, the City
could do nothing to stop this travesty.
The property is zoned “C” and a parking lot is not permitted.
A zoning amendment would be required as well as site-plan
approval. The owner has requested neither at this time.

Councillor Farr indicated at the Monday meeting that we had two
options: to designate the property or to try to reason with the
owner Victor Veri. However, at Council meeting on Wednesday
May 14th, Councillor Farr moved a motion that Council approve to
add 1 St James Place to the City’s Registry for building of cultural
and heritage significance.   This gives Council 60 days to consider
a heritage designation. Unfortunately, this is too little and too
late as the owner already has a demolition permit to remove the
garage and porch.
Because of community pushback and support from the Burlington
and Hamilton Society of Architects, Councillor Farr rescinded the
“motion to place on the Inventory” and moved “to designate
both the building and the property” at Council Meeting May
28, 2014. Lawyer Nancy Smith was retained and is seeking an
injunction to stop the current building permit to allow demolition
of the porch and garage. This is all that I have to report at this
time. Our webmaster Peter Topalovic will keep us informed as
we learn more.
Durand and its residents, as reported in the Spectator, are
dealing with an individual who calls himself “litigious”. This is a
most unfortunate situation.

The DNA would like to have the discussion. THERE IS ONE
WAY TO PROTECT DURAND. We have met with community city
planners to begin work on a Secondary Plan to replace the 1987
Neighbourhood Plan. I have suggested to Councillor Farr and
staff that we incorporate a “Special Heritage Designation for
Durand” in our Secondary Plan. South Rosedale in Toronto in
2002 created the South Rosedale Heritage District. I suggest we
do the same.
The DNA has offered financial assistance to the St James
Place Residents Group for legal fees. If there are any
Duranders that would like to make a donation, please contact
president@durandna.com

Photo: CBC Hamilton

The home, built in 1936 by Pigott, is one two Art Moderne
residences in the Durand. The other is located at 16 Inglewood.
The property is not designated, but according to Nina Chapple,
former City of Hamilton Senior Cultural Planner, the home is on
the City’s inventory list as a building of interest for designation.
A stop-work order requested by Councillor Farr was denied as the
developer has followed all procedures. The equipment has been
removed, but the destruction is heart-breaking for the residents
of St James Place and all who respect our cultural landscape and
our built heritage.

We need to stop the demolitions of our built heritage in
Durand: the office building on Jackson Street West, 80 per cent
of James Street Baptist, a designated landmark building and now
the cultural landscape and the partial demolition of a very special
single-family home.

News on the Heritage Front – St. Mark’s
A Feasibility Study for St Mark’s was presented to the GIC Meeting
on May 21st. The proposal recommends that the building and
grounds be turned into a “cultural programming space” to be
administered by Whitehern. This would be a welcome addition
to the neighbourhood for community events. The property can
accommodate between 190 and 240 people and would be a
great location for weddings, community functions, music concerts
etc. The report and recommendations were voted on and staff
was directed to report back with a financial and operating plan.
However, GIC added a new recommendation to have staff
report back on possible expressions of interest (EOI and RFP
– request for proposal) for the St Mark’s facility. Should the
City entertain private requests, the property would have to
be rezoned. Not only would we lose the heritage designation
on St Mark’s but we would also lose our green space, which
is also designated. This is troublesome and frustrating.
Please help the Durand Neighbourhood Association continue
this battle for community space and green space for which
we so desperately need. Call or email Councillor Farr to let
him know your concerns.
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Heritage in the Durand (cont’d)
Charlton Hall Possible Heritage Designation
City Staff is recommending that Charlton Hall be protected by
heritage designation. The request was sent to Municipal Heritage
Committee Thursday, May 15th and then to Planning and finally
to Council for approval.
Will Pasadena Apartments be Resurrected?
The CLV Group have successfully applied for their second heritage
permit for “selective demolition”.   This process will examine the
interior, remove drywall and plaster, and encase any heritage
features that can be salvaged, as they begin work. They will also

remove trim, doors, interior features that have not been damaged
and store off-site. They would like to reuse these pieces in some
capacity. Their first heritage permit saw the restoration to the
exterior facade on the parapet walls. They have stated that this
is a challenging project. However, the architect, the consultant
and the lawyer representing CLV all reported that their goal is to
try to rebuild within the original structure. We wish them well.
It has been a pleasure to work with these folks from the very
beginning when we started up our fundraising initiative for the
Pasadena Residents. Their community-mindedness has been
outstanding with their tenants.

Crime Stoppers
Submitted by Geoff Burbidge, Crime Manager
In 1983 the Business Community was the driving force behind
the formation of the Crime Stoppers Program in Hamilton. This
year, Crime Stoppers of Hamilton Inc. wants to reconnect with the
Hamilton Business Community
Crime Stopper Programs are organized as a Not-for-Profit
organization. A civilian community board of directors provides
direction for the financial and promotional activities of the program.
The board of directors enhances community involvement, and its
function is vital to the program’s success.
CRIME STOPPERS IS NOT PART OF THE POLICE SERVICE
The Crime Stoppers program is funded by private donations and
fund raising. NO TAX DOLLARS are involved. Reward money
paid out by the program is from fundraising and donations from
concerned citizens and businesses. Every year, the organization
is responsible for raising about $100,000 to keep the program
working. This is accomplished by the volunteer board of directors
through fundraising events and monetary donations from
individual donors, businesses and service clubs.

By guaranteeing a caller’s anonymity, Crime Stoppers allows the
caller to give information in a positive atmosphere without the
prospect of retribution. By offering cash rewards for information
leading to indictment or arrests, the program encourages
otherwise reluctant callers to provide information.
Put simply, it is a three part approach to solving the crime problem.
Crime Stoppers relies on cooperation between the police, the
media, and the community to provide information about crime
and criminals.  
In 2013 alone, Crime Stoppers of Hamilton was responsible for
the arrests of 113 people and the recovery of over 2 million
dollars in stolen property and illicit drugs, without a single
tipster’s identity ever being revealed. They were also responsible
for over 152 firearms taken off the streets of Hamilton.
For questions or to arrange for our presentation please
contact Tricia Hoban by phone at 905-546-4808 or e-mail at
admin@crimestoppershamilton.com
TOGETHER, WE CAN CLOSE THE BOOK ON A CROOK!

A community board of directors, made up of volunteers from the
area, meets on a monthly basis to evaluate arrests and to decide
on the size of rewards to be paid. Rewards are then distributed in
a private manner to the callers. Callers are eligible for rewards,
however, many callers choose not to collect their rewards.
TIPSTERS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $2000 REWARD IF
INFORMATION LEADS TO AN ARREST
Crime Stoppers is based on the simple principle that for every
crime committed someone, other than the criminal, has
information that might solve it.
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Becoming a laid-back gardener – why it’s better for everyone (except your chiropractor)
By Candy Venni, Venni Gardens
Gardens have seen landscape trends move from high, perhaps
arrogant, Victorian ideals of dominance over nature to the ‘No
Mow’ natural look. However, it can be a little disheartening to
expect everyone to rip up their grass, toss the boxwoods and
ditch the concept of annuals – I prefer to find a place where both
sides can collaborate and move forward, while supporting the
environment and your back muscles.
Plants have homes, just like people or origins if you prefer –
the closer that plant is to home the better it will grow, the less
vulnerable to pests and diseases, and the less maintenance,
pruning and watering it will require. It’s an easy first step to
incorporate Coneflowers, and Liatris for sun and Trillium and
Bloodroot for shade. Adding a little wildscaping to the garden is
of enduring benefit for the local fauna and, of course, your own
joyous state of mind at seeing the butterflies, hummingbirds or
big fuzzy bees.

My two favorite annuals — Sphinx moths and hummingbirds love
these — are tall, wonderfully-scented Nicotiana for beds and the
stately Canna Lily for pots (Nicotiana seed is easy to save and
sow for dry sunny beds , Cannas can be saved in fall by digging,
and throwing into a box in the basement till late spring)
Soil is of the utmost importance – it is an entire ecosystem on its
own, breaking down leaves and debris so that a shady woodland
garden is able to support lush ferns, trilliums and even native
orchids. Turning the soil (as many landscape maintenance
companies do) is actually detrimental to the complex system
as it disturbs the roots of perennials and bulbs, and the highly
beneficial nematodes, fungi, and insects. To amend our soil we
routinely add manure in the spring or fall then pile as many leaves
as possible in the perennial beds. The leaves act as mulch to keep
out weeds and add ‘sponginess’-- worms and water percolate the
nutrients into the soil.
A lawn is the homeowner’s version of a meadow – it’s traditional
and goes with a traditional home – setting off the architecture
and beds with its velvety visual texture. Many smaller gardens
won’t need grass; good design & some interesting groundcovers
will eliminate mowing (possibly rescuing you from the tyranny of
fixing, storing, buying, gassing and starting a mower)
Some properties, however, especially larger ones, require a
grassy area to keep the place looking cared-for and inviting.
An innovative and dependable alternative, Eco-lawn is drought
tolerant, requires less fertilizing and can be mown like regular
grass or left unmown for a free-flowing ‘carpet effect’. (More info
on their homepage www.wildflowerfarm.com)
If you prefer regular sod, try ‘Grasscycling,’ which was recently
featured on CBC radio (search their site for the audio file); it
involves mowing a dry lawn to prevent clumps of clippings and
only cutting off an inch or so, letting the clippings fall as a more
ecological source of nitrogen and a natural mulch to keep out
weeds.
So don’t bag and toss your leaves or mow the grass too much,
never mind raking out the beds or turning the soil. Try even one
of the tips listed above and count the benefits of your ‘lacklabour’
rewards towards a more ecological garden.

www.durandna.com

the durander

Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association

Page 5

Property Standards and Paved Front Parking Pads
Janice Brown
I met with Councillor Farr, Marty Hazell, and General Manager
for Municipal Law Enforcement (MLE), James Buffet, Supervisor,
and Dave LaVallee, Enforcement on Thursday May 16th to sort out
the bylaws regarding an inordinate number of paved front parking
pads. The bylaw was passed in 1996. Grandfathering prior to
that date also come into play. Following our meeting, we were
advised that some were legal and many were not.
The rules are confusing to say the least. One is entitled to a front
paved parking pad if you have sufficient room on your property.
However, to comply, 50 per cent of the front yard which includes
your sidewalk is to be landscaped and therein lies part of the
problem. It appears that the Municipal Law Enforcement,
the Building Department and the Planning and Economic
Development all have different interpretations of just what
constitutes a “front yard”, and just what part of that “front yard”
is to be landscaped. According to MLE, only that portion that is
considered personal property must be landscaped. That would
mean the “road allowance” that the City controls need not be

landscaped. My question was if that section is not landscaped,
what do you suggest? Is it too paved over? Do you just let weeds
take over? How is it that the City has sanctioned tree planting on
this very same “road allowance”.
I am still waiting for answers. In the meantime, I am suggesting
that City staff and Council review their current policies so that
residents can abide by and understand the bylaw. While we
are waiting on this, the decision has been made to take a soft
approach to those property owners that are contravening the
bylaw and appeal to their good will and sense of community.
The next step is enforcement and ultimately fines if they do not
comply.
Absentee landlords with multi-plexes are the worst offenders.
Proprietors who live on the property are much more compliant
with the bylaws.
Please visit: http://www.hamilton.ca/CityDepartments/PlanningEcDev/
Divisions/ParkingBylawServices/Parking/drivewaysandapproaches.htm

The Hamilton Store
By Donna Reid
Let me introduce you to a new, unique shop
on James Street North – The Hamilton
Store – for people who love their city.
This shop is a celebration of Hamilton.
Everything for sale has a Hamilton
connection.
The walls are lined with photos, prints, posters and maps
– different eras but all visually Hamilton. The many facets of
Hamilton are captured by local photographers including Paul
Simon, Alex Zafer, Dan Jelly and Jennifer Kellner. And the shelves
feature books – new and vintage – about the city or written by
Hamiltonians or both!
Gourmet food gifts include: Dawson’s Hot Sauce, mustards,
honey, MaxZim Maple Products all proudly created by small
businesses in Hamilton. A delicious Hamilton Harvest Tea
blended by Parkermann’s in Stoney Creek.
From fun and quirky: doggy bow ties, catnip tacos and Zombie
dolls to soothing and aromatic: pillow spray, sachets, creams
and culinary grown and created by Weir’s Lane Lavender in
West Flamboro -- the work of over 35 local artisans and small
businesses is featured in the store.

Exclusive products include a series of Hamilton Waterfall postcards
featuring the photographs of Joseph Hollick and a collector series
of reprinted vintage Hamilton postcards & notecards.
The Hamilton Store is located on the main floor of an 1882
commercial building on James Street North where for more than
six years my friend and landlord Graham Crawford operated
Hamilton HIStory + HERitage, a destination gallery for those
wanting to learn more about the men and women who made
Hamilton what it is today.
Special events coming up: Courtyard Conversations every
Thursday from Noon to 1 pm. Bring your lunch, grab a seat in
the beautiful History + Heritage courtyard behind The Hamilton
Store. Diverse speakers / diverse topics! Speakers include
Brian Henley, Margaret Houghton, Mark McNeil, Ian Dunlop and
Kathleen Farley. For a full schedule visit www.TheHamiltonStore.
ca or email info@thehamiltonstore.ca
Downton Downtown Sunday, July 6 table top sale Whitehern
Historic House & Garden.
Open Wednesday thru Saturday 11 to 5 and late for Art Crawl (2nd
Friday of every month).
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It Is Over! Durand Will Have Three Towers At City Square
Janice Brown
Despite objections by four Duranders and a plea by the DNA to
respect the Minutes of Settlement (1996) that set out the very
good planning recommendations for the former Thistle Site, the
Planning Committee and Council approved the zoning amendment
to allow an eleven-storey tower with 105 units. Residents argued
over-intensification in Durand, poor planning principles by the
developer, parking issues, and sun shadow concerns to no avail.
Our Durand Neighbourhood Plan (1987) stated that this area was
to be a buffer zone, thus the reason behind the height restrictions
of 8, 7, and 4 with no more than 200 units. According to Staff,

this was an outdated policy and they were following guidelines
laid out by Places to Grow and the newly-adopted April 2014
Urban Official Plan. Traffic also indicated that a Traffic Study
was not necessary as Charlton could carry additional traffic.
Parking recognized the problems but had no recommendations
to alleviate what is already an issue with the single tower. The
GSP Group and KNY Architects did a Sun/Shadow Study and
according to their research, there would be “very little impact”.
Please click here to see the delegation by the DNA. (Hard Copyvisit the website www.durandna.com)

Bike Share – Coming to a station near you!
By Chelsea Cox, Community Manager, Sobi Hamilton
Hamilton’s public bike share system is launching this July with
750 bicycles and over 100 stations! Please sign up for the
SoBi Hamilton email list in order to receive occasional updates,
including announcements, deals, promotions, and system
updates. Eager to ride? Founding Memberships are available
now, with great perks to show our thanks. Regular memberships
will be available to the general public on May 26th.
Subscribe to the mailing list: http://bit.ly/sobiha-list
Purchase a Founding Membership: http://bit.ly/sobiha-founder
More information: http://sobihamilton.ca/

905-574-7777

www.durandna.com
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Park Clean-up
By Frances Murray
On Saturday, April 26, Duranders dodged the forecasted rain
and managed to clean up Durand Park plus some surrounding
alleyways. As you can see from the photo, many bags of garbage
were picked up and recycleables were separated as well.
Thanks to all volunteers: for your help and to Kelly Foyle for
arranging the day including garbage bags, gloves, Timbits, coffee,
fruit and water. We will miss Kelly’s devotion to Durand Park and
her community spirit with the Girl Guides.

Making Democracy Fun in The Downtown Core

Participatory what?
“Participatory Budgeting Ward 2” is also known as PBW2.   Those
names don’t exactly roll off the tongue. It’s not surprising, then, that
some call it “PB” for short or else “Peanut Butter” in jest.

“PB may sound like a lot of work,” says an enthusiastic Karen Burson, PB Facilitator, “And it is, but it’s also a lot of fun.  You’d be surprised.  People get excited knowing that they can truly make a difference when they “vote local”, so to speak.”

Simply put, Participatory Budgeting (PB) offers a new way to manage
public money, and to engage people in government. It is a democratic
process in which community members decide how to spend part of
a public budget. It enables residents to work with government to
make the budget decisions that have direct impact on where they
live. There are four steps to PB. Ideas are generated. Projects
are proposed. All residents are eligible to vote to choose the best
projects. The winning projects are implemented by City Staff.

Making Democracy Fun is the title of the recent book by the Executive
Director of the New York based non-profit organization called The
Participatory Budgeting Project, Josh Lerner. Lerner, fresh from a fullday gig at the Obama White House, will be visiting Hamilton to talk
about the exciting potential for spreading Participatory Budgeting
projects right across Hamilton.  Lerner will be visiting distant relatives
while he is here, but PBW2 organizers Karen Burson and Nathalie
Zur Nedden have asked him to launch a special event: the PBW2
2014 Project Expo.

The idea has had tremendous appeal for Ward 1 Councillor Brian
McHattie’s whose PB project is in its third year and Ward 2 Councillor
Jason Farr, who sponsored a PB process for the first time last year.

The Expo is a week long exhibition of project displays June 21-18 at
the Hamilton Farmers› Market Community Space.  The displays will
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Making Democracy Fun in The Downtown Core (cont’d)
help the public learn more about the projects on this year’s ballot in
more detail during the week of PB voting, in the last week of June.
VOTING
Online voting is a fun new feature of PBW2 and will be available
through the PBW2 website June 23-29.
Voting using “traditional” paper ballots will take place at a number of
locations across Ward 2 on Saturday June 28 and Sunday June 29.
For more details on voting, volunteering and the PB process please
visit the website: www.pbward2.ca  You can also get PBW2 updates
on Facebook and Twitter.

Karen Burson and Nathalie Zur Nedden – PBW 2 Facilitators.

Fine modern
furniture
Clearance
SALE

COMING SOON
September 2014

Hansen and Lubbers is consolidating their operations
to their Oakville location 128 Lakeshore Road W.
From now until August 21st they will be offering attractive
discounts on brand-name floor model classic modern
furniture as wellas their complete line of accessories at the
Hamilton location - 144 James Street North

For more details call us at 905-308-7777
www.hansenlubbers.com

144 James Street North 905-308-7777
www.staxgallery.com

www.durandna.com

History
Heritage
Home
Selling Homes in our Neighbourhood!
for over 25 years!
©1988

Westdale
905.522.3300

Locke Street
905.529.3300

www.judymarsales.com
www.durandna.com

Ancaster
905.648.6800
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Councillors to Debate “Minor Alteration” Following James Street Baptist Demo Permit
By: Joey Coleman
Downtown Councillor Jason Farr is responding to City staff using
their delegated authority for minor heritage alterations to allow
the demolition of heritage buildings without any public hearings
or public input.
Bylaw 05-364 was created to allow staff to approve minor
alterations to heritage buildings, such as replacement of siding,
roof repairs, and other routine maintenance.
Under the Heritage Act, any and all work to the heritage features
of a designated building requires approval of the Council of the
municipality the building is located within.
The delegated authority streamlined the process and ensured
owners of heritage buildings were not tied into red-tape every
time they conducted routine maintenance.
The James Street Baptist “Minor Alteration”
The delegated authority worked well since 2005, until this year
when City staff used this bylaw to declare that any demolition
of a designated heritage can be classified as a minor alteration
provided some piece of the original structure remains – the new
99% or less demolition rule.

Changing the definition will not change the fate of James Baptist –
the “minor alteration” demolition cannot be reversed by Council.
New GM Jason Thorne Could Make This Moot Exercise
On Monday (May 26), the City’s definition of minor alteration
may change. A new General Manager takes over Planning and
Economic Development. The GM decides how to define minor
alteration, and all indications are that Jason Thorne will not
consider 99% demolitions to be minor alterations.
Council will still need to act, to prevent future demolitions by
delegated authority.
Legal
There is concern at City Hall that a private citizen may take
the City to court over the definition of minor alteration. While it
doesn’t appear this will happen, Councillors will thread lightly
on the topic when they debate it in two weeks at the June 3rd
Planning Committee.
Photo: Scott Gardner

City staff prevented public hearing into the demolition of James
Street Baptist Church, after informing the public they could not
speak at the permit review sub-committee but instead public
input would be allowed at Planning Committee. Once the issue
was approved by permit review, staff declared the demolition to
be a minor alteration, cancelled the public hearings, and issued
a partial demolition permit.
The result: all of Hamilton’s designated heritage buildings are
more vulnerable to demolition than non-designated buildings.

David
Christopherson, MP
Hamilton Centre

Please contact my office
for assistance with any matters
dealing with the Federal Government.

22 Tisdale Street South Tel: 905-526-0770
Hamilton ON L8N 2V9 hamilton@davidchristopherson.ca
www.davidchristopherson.ca
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As someone who lives and works in the area, I have grown
to love this part of Hamilton. Durand is a unique and
historic neighbourhood and I am proud to support the DNA.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CALL… JOYCE
TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca

Joyce Hodgskiss,

Sales Representative

Joyce@MakeTheRightChoice.ca
332 Bay Street South
Hamilton, ON L8P 3J8
Telephone: (289) 887-2366
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.com
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