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The Grand Durand Garden Tour
The Durand neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded
by Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment
and Queen Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000
Hamiltonians. The DNA was established in 1972 as a politically
independent community organization and chartered as a not
- for - profit Provincial Corporation. It is the DNA’s vision to
be an active, resident-based voice successfully addressing
priority issues affecting our neighbourhood to nurture a vibrant
downtown community. Please contact us at any time with
questions, comments or concerns about the neighbourhood
or if you are interested in volunteering, joining or renewing
your membership.
Contact Information: Durand Neighbourhood Association
C/o 332 Bay Street South, Hamilton ON L8P 3JB
289-887-2366 • president@durandna.com
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President’s Remarks
President’s Remarks – Janice Brown
Since our last Durander, your Durand Neighbourhood
Association board members have been very busy. Let us start
with all the events that we either have hosted or will be hosting
as we move along this summer and fall.
On April 4th, at the YWCA the Association hosted the
Public Information Centre Workshop for the Durand Park
Revitalization. H. T. Lam, our Landscape Architect introduced
the project and site conditions and then six discussion groups
of 6 to 8 residents were formed to talk about issues, ideas
and concerns over an aerial photo of the park site. The groups
were given 36 minutes of discussion time with staff moving
from table to table-offering direction and guidance. At the
conclusion of the session, each group was allowed a brief 2
to 3 minute presentation of their discussion points/findings by
team leaders.
Using this data, H.T. Lam presented a draft Landscape Plan
at our “Special Meeting” that we hosted on May 14th for all
Duranders. See the flyer in this newsletter for the upcoming
PIC meeting June 14th where we will be able to see the actual
plans for our Durand Park. Comments will again be solicited
for final drawings. The next step of course is to make sure
Council approves our requests so that we can move forward

with our 3-year plan to revitalize our Park.
In mid-April, the DNA and its residents took part in the Annual
Tim Horton’s Clean-up. It was a fabulous, sunny spring day
with well over 40 volunteers taking part. Please see Kelly
Foyle’s article for all the details as well as a great photo. Thank
you Kelly for all your work in organizing a great day for us.
And on May 9th Duranders packed Ryerson Recreation Centre
for the information meeting presented by New Horizon Homes.
Please see the commentaries by Nicholas Kevlahan, and
Simon Kiss, and Kelly Foyle. These were originally printed in
Raise the Hammer. We have much to do on this file and we
need your support as we move forward. We do not want 17
storeys where there should be four storeys. And even more
importantly, our councillor Jason Farr must be on our side in
this matter and convince both staff and his fellow councillors
that this newest proposal by New Horizon Homes is not in
keeping with what has been a part of the overall plan since
1996 when Duranders, the DNA board, and your councillors
of the day hammered out a very fine solution for this space.
New Horizon Homes will be long gone once this development
is completed and the rest of us who call this home will be left
with his legacy, not ours!
Now for some very special events.

Please purchase your

As someone who lives and works in the area, I have grown
to love this part of Hamilton. Durand is a unique and
historic neighbourhood and I am proud to support the DNA.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CALL… JOYCE
TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca

Joyce Hodgskiss,

Sales Representative

Joyce@MakeTheRightChoice.ca
www.durandna.com

[905] 522-1110
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President’s Remarks
tickets for the Grand Durand Garden Tour, which is being held
on Saturday June 15th from 10am to 4pm (Rain or Shine). I
think that this might be the best one yet...mind you I have
loved them all. Tickets are going fast. Make sure to get yours
before they are gone. As you know, all proceeds are earmarked
for our Durand Park Revitalization.
Please mark your calendars for our Movie Night. This year
we will feature “Hotel for Dogs”. It is being held on Saturday
September 21st, 2013. There may also be a few other
surprises. You will have to wait until September to find out.
You will not want to miss this fun event in our Park.
Lastly, our Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday
October 22nd, 2013. The location and theme will be announced
at a later date.

Have a safe and happy summer, Janice

PRESIDENT - Janice Brown
VICE PRESIDENT - Anders Knudsen
TREASURER - Claudia Sheldrick
SECRETARY - Frances Murray
Dennis Baker, Dave Cherkewski, Alfred Cheng,
Jon Dalton, Kelly Foyle, Sarah Matthews,
Peter Topolovic

From Councillor Farr’s Desk
Amongst the most populated neighbourhood in all of downtown
there is but one park. Durand Park.
In the 80’s it was my refuge on lunch breaks when I worked
throughout high-school as the Thistle Club’s all-purpose
maintenance man. After mopping down squash and tennis
courts or making curling ice, Durand Park was my destination
to get clear of old Ralph Wilson’s bark for a short spell until it
was time to stroll back.
I would find my shade and sanity for thirty or so minutes
listening to the sounds of a downtown neighbourhood or mixed
tapes playing loudly through the buds attached to my Sony
Walkman. With the Billy Bragg and Hot House Flowers and U2,
I would lean back against a tree and close my eyes and dream
up a future that somehow would eventually come true. Durand
Park, in the Durand neighbourhood was one of my favourite
Hamilton spots and still is.
While very naturally mature and remaining serene amongst
a wall of mostly apartment homes, it is clear that in Durand
Park it is not the 80’s any more. Durand Park is due for some
TLC and that was the sentiment of Duranders who recently sat
in groups around a City of Hamilton Landscape Architect with
members of the Durand Neighbourhood Association.
They arrived at the YWCA with some terrific ideas on how to
improve their open space. Some shared with the Landscape
Architect the need for a fence, but not a steel wire, something
more respectful to the Durand heritage.
Some hi-lighted that the burm had seen better days and for
safety sake could undergo a major shave and that the cut

through paths should be appreciated; subtlety marking its use.
And they told him the park could use some sitting space. A
place to for seniors to take a rest or for families to picnic.
Or maybe for a local teenager to just kick-back on break from
another shift with Daft Punk and the Lumineers and U2 playing
on the i-Pod.
I was at this Public Information Centre with these many
engaged Duranders who know it is Durand Park’s turn. I was
most impressed and very pleased to be part of the process.
For me, it is an opportunity to work with you on bringing great
ideas for Durand Park rejuvenation to reality. An early step
toward a show piece in an historic neighbourhood.
I look forward to continuing this good work. The momentum is
in place and the enthusiasm palpable.
You will be able to follow and take part in the progress
through the DNA website or through conversation at great
neighbourhood events like the Grand Durand Garden Tour or
the Movie Night in the park.
In a few years time, we may well see you and your neighbours
inspired visions blossom and a Durand Park dream become a
reality.
Councillor Farr
If you require a blue box, garbage tag or information on any
City of Hamilton service or if you would like to join my email
blitz list, I am just a few clicks away at JasonFarr.com

www.durandna.com
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Durand Neighbourhood News
HOW THINGS HAVE CHANGED!
Durand Neighbourhood ‘Betrayed’
By New Horizon Rezoning Application
This is not a case of anti-density NIMBYism, but of a developer
playing a game of bait and switch and using the goodwill of the
neighbourhood to advance his project, only to change his plans
at the last minute.
By Nicholas Kevlahan
Published May 08, 2013- Raise the Hammer

Commentary
There has been some confusion over the recent position by the
Durand Neighbourhood Association (DNA) over the rezoning
application from New Horizon Homes to increase the height of
their third City Square development building on the old Thistle
Club property from four to 17 storeys.
Like most urbanists, I support increased density in the urban
parts of the city, and this case is certainly not one of knee-jerk
NIMBYism. It is important to consider the history of this site
and the current project to provide some context.

David
Christopherson, MP
Hamilton Centre

Please contact my office
for assistance with any matters
dealing with the Federal Government.

22 Tisdale Street South Tel: 905-526-0770
Hamilton ON L8N 2V9 hamilton@davidchristopherson.ca
www.davidchristopherson.ca

www.durandna.com
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Durand Neighbourhood News
residents discovered a sign on the small corner lot saying
Horizon was requesting a zoning change from a row of four-storey
townhouses to a 17 storey tower - about twice as tall as the two
other towers, and on a much smaller parcel of land.
There were good urban planning reasons for the mid-density row
at this corner: it is similar in scale to the recent two-storey town
houses across the street and the Victorian house at Charlton
and Park as well as providing a good balance of densities and
building types on this moderate sized lot.
Proposing a 17 storey tower now, after the DNA supported the
various density increases in the first two towers (ostensibly to
make the underground parking economically viable), negates all
the previous efforts to develop a cohesive plan for the entire
site.

City Square building 1 under construction (RTH file photo)
The current zoning is the result of a compromise agreement in
1996 between a previous developer and the DNA that avoided
going to the OMB.
The developer and the DNA agreed that the site would be
developed with an eight-storey building on Robinson, a sevenstorey building on Charlton and a row of four-storey townhouses
on the smaller site at the corner of Robinson and Park.
This agreement was binding on all future owners, and the property
was flipped many times before the current owners finally were
able to go ahead.
The DNA has been extremely supportive of the development up
until this surprise re-zoning request to change the four-storey
building on the small corner lot to a 17 storey tower.
The DNA actively supported New Horizon Homes’ request to
increase the number of floors on the first two towers, from seven
to nine storeys for the first tower and from nine to eleven storeys
for the second tower. The original plan was to have the buildings
stepped back 3/4/5/7 stories, instead of the actual 8/9 stepback.
The DNA even went so far as to write letters of support for
reduced development fees and zoning changes that New Horizon
Homes was pushing for. This was despite the fact that some
nearby residents were very upset the DNA was not opposing the
density increases.
However, a few weeks ago, with no warning or consultation,

What is worse, despite the years of support the DNA has provided
Horizon for their previous zoning changes and increased density,
Horizon did not let the DNA know about their change in plans.
We only found out about it from the sign posted on the property
a few weeks ago.
This sort of behaviour is what gives developers a bad name and
destroys the good will built up in the community over many years.
The site is already dense by any standard, and simply adding
more density is not always the answer. The original proposal
was actually quite similar to the Vancouver ‘tower on a podium’
model: a large ten-storey building stepping down to a row
of four storey townhouses. (In addition, the recent high-rise
developments in Vancouver were on vacant industrial land at
Coal Harbour and False Creek, not in an already dense mixed
urban neighbourhood.)
So this is not a case of anti-density NIMBYism, but a case of
a developer playing a game of bait and switch and using the
goodwill of the neighbourhood to advance his project, only to
change his plans at the last minute.
The DNA would have been more than happy to work with New
Horizon Homes, but unfortunately, they did not give us the
chance this time. The result is a community that feels betrayed
and distrustful.
Update: It turns out that Dundurn Edge, Jeff Paikin’s previous
business partners on the Thistle Club site, were granted a
previous zoning change by a by-law passed on January 12, 2009,
to increase the height of towers 1 and 2 to nine storeys each
and 122 units total. That by-law reaffirmed that the building on
block 3 would be 24 units and 4 storeys.
So tower 2 was, in fact, increased in height from nine to eleven
stories by the subsequent minor variance in spring 2012, and
not from eight to 10 stories, as stated in the article.

www.durandna.com
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Durand Neighbourhood News
Public Meeting with New Horizon
Regarding City Square Phase 3

the DNA has worked closely with New Horizon for years.

After working closely with the Durand Neighbourhood
Association on a plan for City Square, the developer has
since applied for a zoning variance that breaks his earlier
commitment to the community.

Through all of this, Paikin stood at the back and let these
consultants muddle their way through meeting. Finally, when
asked by a resident, he came to the front and stated that while
he had met with the DNA, he had never made any ‘promises’
about the third block.
Several board members were surprised to hear this, given
that we had met many times. In fact, the DNA supported New
Horizon’s past zoning amendment to the second tower to allow
for two more storeys (nine to eleven).

By Kelly Foyle and Simon Kiss
Published May 12, 2013 -Raise the Hammer

Commentary
Durand residents packed a room in the Ryerson Community
Center May 9th to attend a meeting on the proposed zoning
amendment for New Horizon’s City Square development at the
corner of Park and Bay Street.

Paikin met with the DNA board in April 2012 to discuss this
amendment. At the time, he explained very clearly his intentions
to build either townhouses or no units at all at the third site.
He also explained how important it was to him to maintain an
open dialogue with the community.

While Jeff Paikin, President of New Horizon Homes, attended,
he stood at the back of the room for most of the meeting,
allowing GSP Groups, his hired planning consultants, to host it.

Yet in the fall of 2012, he applied for the zoning amendment
for the third site without informing the DNA, or any owners of
the other two towers.

They explained that New Horizon has applied for a zoning
amendment for the third and smallest remaining block. This
block is currently permitted to host a four-storey building with
twelve units. New Horizon wants approval for 17 storeys with
159 units.

It was deeply troubling to see him state so clearly that none of
the previous conversations and commitments had transpired.
He was also quite clear that he fully intended and expected
this amendment to pass and that there would be little we could
do.

The entire site is currently approved for 188 units. Thus, they
are asking to almost double the number of units on this site.

Naturally, the residents in attendance were quite upset. Many
brought documents illustrating previous plans presented by
New Horizon, which never depicted a 17-storey tower.

In addition, most of the space between the buildings that
was previously allotted as green space will now be replaced
with surface parking. Between these parking spots and the
underground parking lot, over 340 parking spaces will be part
of this plan.
While these amendments are shocking, perhaps most
shocking of all was the disregard and disrespect for the Durand
community and the Durand Neighborhood Association (DNA).
The planning consultants from GSP Groups were clearly
unprepared for the meeting. They seemed to have no knowledge
of the history of the project and when asked simple questions
like ‘how many parking spaces will there be’ were unable to
answer and gave ‘rough guesses’.
They also presented incorrect information, claiming that DNA
had met with previous owners but never New Horizon, which is
completely untrue.
They told the current DNA president, Janice Brown, she could
leave her contact information with them and they could try to
address her concerns. This was quite insulting, considering

At least three owners of units in Tower 1 attended. They
expressed their dismay and disappointment at these changes.
However, they were unable to voice much opposition because
they had signed a clause in their contract forbidding them from
opposing any zoning amendments.
Many residents felt betrayed, and at times, the meeting became
quite heated. Only one resident seemed to voice approval for
the project, but his approval seemed to focus mostly on the
success of tower one. It was not clear if he supported the
amendment.
So where do we go from here?
It was clear to those in attendance last night that Jeff Paikin
and New Horizon are not as ‘committed to the community at
large’ as they claim, and as is stated on their website.
Based on the high demand for Tower 1 and 2, they have decided
to try to build the largest possible tower on the third site. They
apparently want to maximize their profits and do not care about

www.durandna.com
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Durand Neighbourhood News
the community at all or the residents that have bought units in
the other towers.

clear how councillors in other wards will react, given that this
new development will mean more tax revenue for Hamilton.

At this stage, the application will go to city staff. They will present
their recommendations to the planning committee, which will
then either approve or disapprove the application. From there it
will go to council, which will vote on the amendment.

One can only hope that they will want to send a clear message
to developers that they need to work with the community to
develop projects that will balance density with neighbourhood
needs, something Paikin once promised us he would do.

Duranders and the DNA will continue to oppose this amendment
and could appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) if it
is required. It is imperative that the community mobilize to
express their disappointment with this developer.

with files from Nicholas Kevlahan

The decision will most likely be made at council, and it is not

Update: The article originally stated that the DNA “fully
intends” to appeal this rezoning to the OMB. This is incorrect:
the DNA is considering an OMB appeal, but has not made a
formal decision. RTH regrets the error.

www.durandna.com
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Durand Neighbourhood News
Ward 2 residents have over $1 million to spend on community
projects every year. It is up to all of us to decide! If you are a
resident of Ward 2, join the conversation! Residents aged 14
and older can vote.
Meetings are Wednesday nights from 7:30 to 9pm and
have been held since May 8th. Here are Durand’s meeting
locations and the remainder of the schedule:
Central Elementary School (75 Hunter Street)
Central Presbyterian Church (165 Charlton Avenue West)
June 5................................................Final project workshop

Participate

June 5-26................................................ City staff reviews projects
(assemblies do not meet during this time)

The Durand Neighbourhood Association Hosts
“Special Meeting” Tuesday May 14th 2013

June 26............................... Select projects, elect a delegate

Guest Norman Kearney, the facilitator for Ward 2 Participatory
Budgeting project, explained the process and answered
questions from the residents who attended. He informed us
that in more than a thousand cities around the world, residents
like us are directly determining how their cities spend their
budgets. He explained that we now could also do the same He
stated, “PB gives us and our neighbours the power to reshape
the places we live, work, and play. It’s tangible, it’s empowering,
and it’s fun!”

June 26 - August 7........................................Delegate negotiations
(assemblies do not meet during this time)
August 7................. Debrief negotiations, submit late projects
August 14.............................................................. Elections
August 24 & 25..........................................................VOTE!

For more information, please visit
www.pbhamont.ca/participate

Bed Bugs Bugging You?

Since 1938

Truly Nolen Pest Control oﬀers comprehensive, year-round protection from infestations
of bed bugs and other insects. With over 70
years of industry-leading experience, why
would you call the other guys?
Call us today to book your inspection!

1-855-878-7859
Raccoons • Squirrels • Bats
Birds • Skunks • Mice

Ants • Bed Bugs • Spiders • Centipedes

Follow us!

Bees • Wasps • Birds • Flies
And others ...

www.durandna.com

trulynolen.ca
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Durand Public Meeting
Notice of Public Meeting No. 2
for the Revitalization of Durand Park
When: Friday, June 14, 2013
Time: 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Where: Durand Park, Hamilton, ON
Alternate Rain Day Venue: City Hall (Room 192/193)

For further information you may contact the project manager:
H.T. Lam, OALA, CSLA
City Of Hamilton
Public Works Department
Landscape Architectural Services
(905)546-2424, Ext. 4621
HT.Lam@hamilton.ca

Durand Park (approximately 0.7 hectares) is located in the
heart of the Durand Neighbourhood, bounded by Charlton
Avenue West, Herkimer Street, Bay Street South and Park
Street South, in Ward 2. Procedure will be a drop-in format
where Durand residents are able to review the display boards,
talk to City staff and complete comment sheets to help finalize
the Revitalization Master Plan for the Park.
However, in case of a rain storm, please come see us at City
Hall.

www.durandna.com
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Community Clean-Up Event
By: Kelly Foyle
Sunday, April 21st was our first community clean-up event of
2013. The day was glorious and sunny, but cool enough that
we could do some hard work. Fueled with coffee and timbits
supplied by Tim Hortons, we set out to pick up all the waste left
behind after a long winter.
Not only did we clean the park, we also went down all the
alleyways in the Durand. We cleared out over 45 bags of waste
including several large items.
It was great to see such a huge crowd of people come out to
lend-a-hand and help beautify our community. We had over
40 volunteers both young and old including the 19th Hamilton
Guides. A big thank you to all those that came out and help
make this event such a success!

Durand Movie Night

Movie Night: Saturday
September 21st 2013

www.durandna.com
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Durand Heritage
Citizens’ Forum on Cultural Conservation
April 20, 2013 - Forum
Ward 1 Councillor Brian McHattie invited the community to
get involved in inventorying and protecting cultural heritage
properties in Hamilton.
There are approximately 7000 heritage properties of interest
in Hamilton, but little action has been taken by the City to
assess these properties and determine which ones should be
placed on the Register as per the Ontario Heritage Act. This
forum is the first step in enlisting the help of citizens to see
these properties evaluated for protection.
The forum was jointly sponsored by Councillor Brian McHattie,
City of Hamilton’s Municipal Heritage Committee, the Hamilton
and Burlington Society of Architects, and the Architectural
Conservancy of Ontario – Hamilton Branch.
Jim Leonard, Ontario Heritage Trust, Michael Seaman, Director
of Planning, Town of Grimsby and Jeff Feswick, Historia Building

Restoration Inc. presented their perspectives on heritage
preservation. Kayla Jonas Galvin, Heritage Resources Centre,
University of Waterloo introduced a citizen tool to evaluate
properties.
Visit Councillor McHattie’s website to see the presentations.
Brian.McHattie@hamilton.ca

Next Steps:
Councillor McHattie will be meeting with the Heritage
Conservation Steering Committee to plan how to start
collecting the necessary data required to before a property can
be put on the Registry.
City staff are working on the Downtown Built Heritage Inventory
in the area bounded by Queen, Cannon, Wellington, and Hunter
Streets (approximately 1069 properties).
If you are interested in receiving information , send an email to
dale.brown@hamilton.ca to be put on the email list.

A Sneak Preview

www.durandna.com
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HESS STREET TRAFFIC STUDY - UNDERTAKEN BY DURANDERS
An opportunity is presented during the
Queen Street Closure!
Volunteers from Durand under the direction of Durander
Simon Kiss are monitoring traffic on Hess Street South.
They are trying to take advantage of the fact that the Queen
Street hill is closed and will enable them to see how much of
the traffic on Hess South is attributable to commuters from
Queen Street. Volunteers started from 7am to 9am Monday
June 3, Friday June 7, and June 10 to 14. Simon has the first
week covered, but he may have to extend the time during the

closure as at time of this printing he is short on volunteers.
If you are able to volunteer please contact Simon Kiss at
sjkiss@gmail.com
As you may or may not know, Hess Street South is not an
Arterial Road. Traffic from the Queen Street Hill should be
going along Herkimer and down Bay, not Hess Street South.
If Queen were two way, this may reduce cut through traffic is
further to the Durand neighbourhood.
Simon and his volunteers are hoping that this evidence will help
the City Traffic Department to make the necessary changes to
quiet down Hess Street South.

905-574-7777

www.durandna.com
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From City Housing Hamilton
– Peter Llewellyn
Hello Duranders: Most of you are probably aware that the City
of Hamilton’s social housing agency, City Housing Hamilton,
has a substantial presence in the Durand neighborhood. City
Housing Hamilton leases out a mixture of residential units
that comprise both market value & rent subsidized units
which are geared to individual income levels. There are close
to 1400 Housing units in the Durand neighborhood and with
a total population of approximately 12,000 people in this
neighborhood. This puts the City Housing tenant presence
at about 12%. City Housing’s residential apartments. in the
Durand consist of 5 different high rise buildings that are a
mixture of adult, senior & student housing.   Right behind
Hamilton’s City Hall at 155 Park St. South is a 375 unit seniors

complex. At the corner of Jackson Street West & Hess South
are two adult oriented buildings with a combined total of 556
apartments. Right next door at the intersection of Main West
& Hess Street are the seniors only high rise & the student
residence which conveniently abuts the Hess Village area.
The tenants of several of these buildings have recently started
several garden clubs who have developed extensive vegetable
gardens at both 181 Jackson/95 Hess & 155 Park S., At the
181 Jackson W/95 Hess S. complex, City Housing tenants
have landscaped and planted the fronts of these buildings with
both annuals & perennials with amazing results. Duranders
who need to find homes for lonely Hostas and other unwanted/
unneeded plants should contact the writer through the DNA.
Plants are always welcome.  

Crime Manager’s Report
– Geoff Burbidge
The “Lock It or Loose It” program is an initiative put forth by
the Hamilton Police Services utilizing our volunteers. Areas
are identified where car entries are taking place and the HPS
Volunteers attend the area and walk the streets checking on
parked vehicles. They keep a record of the number of vehicles
checked and the failure rate. A failure includes having objects
such as wallets, cell phones, GPS and electronic equipment
visible from the street. These types of objects, which also
includes change in a cup holder, are targeted by criminals.

Thieves will walk up and down the streets looking into cars for
visible objects prior to breaking into the vehicle. When a vehicle
is observed to have a “failure” by the volunteer a pamphlet
is left on the windshield advising how to better protect your
personal property inside the vehicle. This program was done
in the Durand neighbourhood the end of April, beginning of May.
During this time the volunteers observed a 40% failure rate for
parked cars. This means that objects targets by thieves were
visible in 40% of the parked vehicle that were observed. The
HPS would like to remind residence not to leave any valuables
visible in your parked car to deter theft.

www.durandna.com
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Durand Heritage
Beckett Drive/Queen Street Hill
Reconstruction
The History
Most people refer to it as the Queen Street Hill, but the portion
from Amelia to Auchmar is officially named Beckett Drive. It
was planned by Frederick H. Beckett who had a farm on the
east side of Garth Street, and completed in 1894. Since 1894,
the road has never had a major reconstruction and remained a
gravel road until it was paved in the 1960’s.

Today
In 2010, a safety study was conducted and made the
following recommendations:
-

Make lane widths narrower to slow down traffic;

-

Improve drainage;

-

Build roadside protection;

-

Replace current asphalt with high-friction asphalt;

-

Improve sight lines.

All of these improvements require complete shut-down of the
access. In addition to the improvements listed above, the
construction will also include: New retaining walls with aesthetic
features similar to the wall along the James Mountain Road;
Centre-line rumble strips and Improved LED lighting focused on
the roadway. The closure will take place June 3 and planned
to be replaced by Labour Day. The contractor has incentives to
complete the work early and will have daily financial penalties
for every day the construction continues after Labour Day.
The City held an information meeting on May 21st at City Hall
to explain the project and answer questions from residents. In
answer to questions about traffic rerouting, Martin White, the
city’s Traffic, Engineering and Operations Manager, said there
will not be an assigned detour because there are too many
possible destinations from Queen Street (e.g. McMaster, 403,
downtown). Drivers will decide their own best route. Mr. White
stated that the Jolley Cut and Claremont Access have sufficient
capacity to handle the increased traffic and believes drivers
will not choose James Mountain Road because of anticipated
wait times at the bottom of that access. In his experience,
Mr. White said that traffic will take three to five days to sort
itself out. The following signal lights’ timings will be revised:

-

Herkimer and James;

-

Northbound left turn at Charlton and James;

-

Aberdeen and Queen;

-

Fennell/Scenic/Garth; and,

-

Duke and Queen – the pedestrian light will be timed
as a true pedestrian light as a pilot during the Beckett Drive reconstruction (good news for Duranders!)

Traffic flow will be monitored and signal lights will be modified
as needed.
Some residents were concerned about additional traffic turning
left from James Mountain Road to Aberdeen, although there is
a small sign directing people not to do so. Mr. Martin White
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Durand Heritage
confirmed that small issues such as increased signage will be
dealt with before the construction starts.
The stairs at Garth will be closed for a short period during
construction as the sidewalk at the top of the stairs is going
to be replaced. Mike Beck, the project manager, believes the
closure will be for one or two weeks only.
Despite rumours to the contrary, no other major construction is
planned for mountain accesses during the closure of Beckett
Drive. There is a project planned for the 403, but the province
has agreed to begin that work after Beckett Drive is completed.

Communication
Area employers have been informed of the construction,
and there was a mail-out to 57,000 residents. There is a
tailored website for this project, which can be accessed at:

queenstreethillclosed.ca. The website also allows feedback
so that the City can be made aware of concerns or issues, that
may arise during the closure.

What about the bus?
The #34 bus will be re-routed and will run on its regular times
(summer schedule of every 20 minutes after June 23). The
#34 bus will proceed on its regular southbound route until
Queen and Herkimer. The bus will then be routed on east on
Herkimer, south on James Mountain Road to West 5th, west
on Fennell and then return to its regular southbound route at
Garth. Northbound, the #34 bus will follow the same route
and will turn left on Charlton and return to its regular route at
Charlton and Hess. See the map below for the new route:
If any concerns arise during this major project, contact the city
through queenstreethillclosed.ca or at 546-CITY (546-2489).
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Movie Night
Saturday,
September
21st
2013

PIC
Durnd Park
Revitalization

Friday,
June 14th
2013

Tuesday
October 22nd
2013
Saturday
June 15th
2013

DNA Annual
General Meeting

Grand Durand Garden Tour

332 Bay Street South
Hamilton, ON L8P 3J8
Telephone: (289) 887-2366
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.com
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