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In This Issue:

THE YEAR WAS 1972 – 40 YEARS AGO
The DNA vs the Block-busters

The 40th anniversary of the Durand Neighbourhood Association 
seems like a good time to recall the events that led to the 
founding of the DNA, and the people who literally organized 
themselves to save their community.

In 1972, the Durand neighbourhood was in the process of 
being remade. Since the late 1950’s, 47 apartment buildings 
had been planned or built, concentrated in the north of the 
neighbourhood, and hundreds of demolition permits were 
received each year. The intended effect, strange from today’s 
perspective, was to increase property values in the areas 
where the apartments were being built, as speculators bought 
up houses in the zones where apartments were going counting 
on them being bought up by developers. Population boomed, 
from 6,000 to 10,000, yet without an increase in services. For 
example, Durand did not have a single park. 

Zoning was a fairly new concept, and development control was 
even newer. Neither the Ontario Building Code nor the Ontario 
Heritage Act were yet in existence. The prevailing attitude was 
that a property owner had the right to do whatever they pleased 
with their land, short of causing nuisances. Jim Bethune of the 
Board of Control regularly labelled any suggestion of a public 
interest in private development as Bolshevism. This view 
ignored the huge amount of federal funds developers were 
getting to create modern ‘garden city’ style apartments, not 
to mention that developers were strong supporters of planning 

Since its beginning in 1972, the Durand Neighbourhood 
Association (DNA) has had both strong leadership and a 
history of active civic engagement. In the 70s, it saved the 
historic Durand neighbourhood from the threat of real estate 
speculation, demolitions and high-rise construction. As a result, 
the DNA organized and fought uncontrolled development and 
demolitions and continues today to meet ongoing challenges.

Durand is a unique and historic neighbourhood, with its beauty, 
distinct character designated heritage districts, sites, thriving 
shops and restaurants. All of this makes it one of the most 
desirable neighbourhoods in Hamilton to live.

Our proud organization is regarded as a premier neighbourhood 
association and a role model for many newly formed ratepayer 
groups in Hamilton and elsewhere. For the DNA to continue 
to be a vital and integral part of the Durand and the City we 
must be able to identify and adapt to changing community 
needs and to enlist active citizen support and participation 
when needed.
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and zoning, which they hoped would make house prices more 
predictable. Indeed, it was the implementation of E3 zoning 
that started off the building boom in Durand.

The Catalysts: Diane Dent,  
Herman Turkstra and Bob Bailey

Diane and Peter Dent moved to Park Street in 1968, purchasing 
a fixer-upper and starting renovations. Old homes carried a 
stigma of blight and backwardness, crumbling obstacles to the 
breathless race toward progress that had marked the previous 
decade. Buying an old home, outside of certain areas, was a 
risky proposition, given the absence of rules governing land 
uses. In the E3, high density residential, zone that made up 
most of the Durand north of Robinson street, the expectation 
was that single homes would make way for high-rises, so the 
Planning Board took no heed of how the high-rises would 
coexist with neighbouring homes. Residents called these high-
rises ‘block-busters’ for their effect on the neighbourhood. They 
complained about the houses that were being demolished, but 
there seemed to be no recourse.

Herman Turkstra was a member of the Board of Control in 
1972, a new face on a body that had been known for its pro-
development stance. The urban renewal mandate that had 
guided the city since the late 1950’s had faced a steady 
stream of criticism for failing to consider people in its plans 
for the city. Urban renewal displaced thousands of people on 
the principles of building order, sanitation, and progress. The 
vast Civic Centre complex was built on the same principles 
that guided the high-rises that followed soon after, marked 
by expansive, sterile open spaces and obligatory fountains. 
Diane Dent complained to Mr. Turkstra about the effects of 
unplanned apartment building in Durand. Mr. Turkstra seemed 
receptive to the complaints, but also raised a challenge: what 
are you going to do about it?

Bob Bailey’s promotion to the head of the Planning Department 
in 1966 marked a change in how the department would 
operate. The department implemented a unique system of 
neighbourhood plans produced by committees of residents, 
planners, and politicians. These plans had no legal status 
but carried strong weight. Diane Dent met with Mr. Bailey 
and Mr. Turkstra in spring, 1972, to discuss the creation of a 
neighbourhood plan for Durand. 

The DNA and the Neighbourhood Plan

Diane Dent, along with a number of residents, formed the 
Durand Neighbourhood Citizens’ Association in the summer 
of 1972. Its first general meeting was held at Ryerson School 
in October and attracted a packed house. The name was 
changed to the Durand Neighbourhood Association in April 
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1973. In June 1973, it held a general meeting where it passed 
a constitution and bylaws, and elected Diane Dent as the first 
President and eleven Directors. Meanwhile, members of the 
association canvassed residents on what they would like to 
see in a neighbourhood plan. By the time the neighbourhood 
planning committee was ready to meet in March 1973, the 
DNA had already reached a level of organization that they could 
advance a strong, principled, and united voice advocating for 
planned development. 

The DNA’s accomplishments in its first year were staggering. 
They compiled a 2,000 person petition seeking a freeze on 
development until the new neighbourhood plan could be 
finished. They brought architect Jack Diamond to speak at 
Ryerson School on the potential for low-rise housing to match 
high-rise development in both profitability and density. They 
raised funds to pay for legal advice, and then retained a very 
well connected lawyer, Herman Turkstra, who was no longer on 
the Board of Control. Mr. Turkstra brought legal challenges to 
the notion that once a developer filed a building permit, the city 
had no recourse but to approve it. In March, 1973, the DNA 
organized a 200-person protest at City Hall calling for more 
stringent development controls. 

The effects were immediate. In late 1972, council gave first 
reading to a by-law requiring developers to submit site plans 
before development could take place.  By mid-1973, the 
Spectator was attacking the “concrete rent machines” and 
lauding the “valiant rearguard action” of the DNA. In just a few 
short months, opinion had shifted securely against unchecked 
development, with only two councillors of 20 voting against the 
by-law. In September 1973, frustrated with the slow progress 
of the site plan bylaw, which had been held up at the OMB, 
council passed a temporary by-law setting a 4-story height limit 
throughout the E3 zone. 

The Durand Neighbourhood Plan was completed in July 1973. 
It called for ten blocks of Durand, from Hunter to Herkimer, 
to be downzoned to low density. It included preservation 
targets for historic buildings, and included three parks to be 
assembled and developed. The plan was eventually watered 
down to just one park and a smaller zoning change than sought, 
but the battle was won. Developers could no longer operate 
unchecked, whether in Durand or any other neighbourhood. 

Some residents opposed the measures, attacking the DNA 
in letters to the Spectator as “rabble-rousers,” “newcomers” 
and as a “small but forceful power group.” Developers rushed 
to submit building permit applications before the new by-laws 
came into law. In a dramatic incident in May 1974, during a 
meeting at City Hall, developer Chris Takis punched alderman 
Bill McCulloch, in the face, fought off two city lawyers, and 
threw punches at controller Bob Morrow and Bob Bailey, all 
because of his fury at the new development controls – which 
came too late to prevent Takis from building a high-rise on 
Duke between Bay and Caroline. 



40 years later

Durand today is a haven of tranquility compared to 1972. 
Residents and admirers of Sandyford Place at Duke and 
Macnab would have no way to know that a developer was ready 
to submit a demolition permit in 1973. Most users of Durand 
Park are probably unaware that Ronark Developments was 
ready to build a high rise on the site when the Neighbourhood 
Plan listed it as a prime park location. There is no doubt that, 
had it not been for the actions of the residents of Durand and 
the founders of the DNA, many hundred more homes would 
have made way for unplanned development. 

Anders Knudsen

Founding Members of the DNA

The founding 11 Directors of the DNA: Sandra Allan, Spence 
A. Allan, Muriel Beatty, Diane Dent, Colin S. Glassco, Brenda 
Head, Grant Head, Dolores Marks, Lin Maurice, Cynthia 
Moore, Judith Pierson, Freda Zipursky.
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1: Pasadena apartments, 27 Bold street. Built 1914, an 
example of an older apartment, under four stories, that fits in 
with the neighbourhood. Photo Credit: Aaron Segaert

2. Hemmed in: Victorian houses surrounded by high-rises. 
Photo Credit: Aaron Segaert

3. Blight: Reynolds cottage at Queen and Herkimer. Demolished 
1959. Photo credit: © Hamilton Public Library 

4. Construction: Robinson Place at 33 Robinson st, under 
construction in 1963. Photo credit: © Hamilton Public Library 



DNA Board of Directors - 2012  
PRESIDENT - Sarah Matthews

VICE PRESIDENT - Anders Knudsen

TREASURER - Claudia Sheldrick

SECRETARY - Janice Brown

Dennis Baker, Alfred Cheng, Jonathan Dalton,  
Kelly Foyle, Nicholas Kevlahan
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picture: DNA founders from left, Cynthia Moore, Muriel Beatty, 
and Diane Dent meet with Charles E. Durand, descendent of 
colonel James Durand, on a visit to Hamilton in 1978. Photo 
credit: Russell Elman, Durand: A Neighbourhood Reclaimed, 
2001.

An alternate plan for low-rise and infill development in the 
Durand, proposed by Myers and Diamond architects in their 
1973 report “Central Hamilton Residential Development 
Alternatives”.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE  
FROM THE DNA BOARD:
In order for the DNA to continue to 
be as successful as it has, it takes 
people like you to volunteer.  We have 
recently been operating with a very 
small Board and need your help. In 
the words of Sir Winston Churchill, 
“You make a living by what you get, 
but you make a life by what you give!”  
Contact president@durandna.com for 
more information on how you can join 
the Executive  Board of Directors for 
the DNA.
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President’s Remarks
Much has happened since our Spring Edition of the Durander.  
We welcomed a new Board of Director, Kelly Foyle, who has 
jumped in on many fronts.  She organized the Durand Park 
Spring Clean-up on May 26th.  Kelly is helping to post blogs 
on our website and is actively involved in Transportation for 
Liveable Communities.  By the time you read this, Kelly and 
her husband Simon Kiss will have made a presentation to 
the Ward 2 Community Council advocating for the return of 
two-way streets, an initiative that the Durand Neighbourhood 
Association (“DNA”) endorses.  Please read Kelly’s articles for 
more information.

In April, the DNA launched its new and greatly improved website 
www.durandna.com.  I would like to thank our web designer 
Bob Gill, owner of i2Global Inc. Bob was a delight to work with. 
He and his team created an outstanding site – dare I say it is 
the best neighbourhood association website in Hamilton and 
beyond?  While our newsletter is great, our website is the most 
up to date tool to keep you informed.  

With respect to St. Mark’s, the General Issues Committee 
voted to accept the following recommendation at the June 16th 
meeting:

•	 That the Tourism and Culture Department, in cooperation 
with the Portfolio Management Committee, complete 
the in-house feasibility study to operate St Mark’s as a 
cultural programming space to be administered by staff at 
Whitehern Historical House and Gardens as Directed by 
Council in Report CS10064;

•	 That staff complete the stabilisation of the building to 
prevent any further deterioration and bring it to usable 
standard; and

•	 That this project be submitted for the 2013 Capital Budget 
for Council’s consideration.

In addition, the best news is that engagement with the DNA 
and other stakeholders will figure prominently in examining the 
feasibility of using St. Mark’s as a cultural programming space!  
Stay tuned for public consultation meetings.

Pedestrian Safety and Traffic continue to be an issue in the 
neighbourhood.  Our Councillor, Jason Farr, has been successful 
in advocating for a Pedestrian Operated Signal at the corner of 
Caroline and Herkimer Streets.  This should be in place before 
the end of the year.  Councillor Farr has also had additional 
yellow School Safety Zone signs installed on both Bay and 
Hunter near Central Public School.  

The DNA has concerns with the pilot project involving the “no 
left turn” law that has been implemented from Queen Street 
to Stanley Street during morning rush hour.  Unfortunately, 
this has had an adverse effect on Duranders living south of 
Markland who cannot make the left turn to travel west.  This 

has also created an increase in the amount of traffic into the 
Durand neighbourhood. Seemingly, traffic coming from the 
Mountain has started to cut through the Durand neighbourhood, 
especially down Hess Street, to get to King and Main Streets.  
Councillor Farr is well aware of our concerns.  Further study 
must be undertaken.  I think this problem would be resolved if 
Queen Street was converted to two-way. Please send Councillor 
Farr your thoughts.

Property Standards in the Durand neighbourhood remains 
a priority. Please be proactive and report buildings that that 
are in disrepair, properties with overgrown grass and weeds, 
garbage and debris, graffiti, and so on.  To lodge an anonymous 
complaint, you can contact Municipal Law Enforcement at 
(905) 546-2782 or by email at mle@hamilton.ca. 

On May 15th, DNA Board of Director member Janice Brown 
was a delegate before the Planning Committee and offered 
our outrage about the new fire escape at 130 Herkimer.  As 
you likely know, this fire escape straddles the entire front of 
the Victorian home starting on the third floor, traverses across 
the second floor and ends up on the driveway.  We requested 
that the Planning Committee review and rescind the decision 
made by the Fire Department/Building Department to permit 
this installation. We further requested that the owner of 130 
Herkimer remove the fire escape forthwith at the expense 
of the Fire Department/Building Department. We await the 
decision.

Former DNA Board Member Graham Cubit has graciously 
agreed to be the DNA representative on the new Security and 
Safety Task Force that Councillor Farr has initiated to deal with 
ongoing drug related, violent activity at the City of Hamilton 
Housing residences at 91 Hess Street South and 181 Jackson 
Street West.  Graham, with his professional experiences in 
social and assisted housing, will be an excellent addition 
to this committee.  There are many complex issues to deal 
with.  Solutions will indeed take time and commitment by all 
those involved to successfully help produce positive outcomes 
for both the residents living in these CHH buildings and the 
Durand neighbourhood.

Our 40th Anniversary Celebrations kick off with a special Wine 
and Cheese Reception hosted by DNA Founder Diane Dent. 
The DNA will be honouring past presidents and those who 
have worked so very hard on our behalf. And for our community 
at large, the DNA will be hosting a Dinner and Movie Night in 
Durand Park, on September 22nd from 5:30 pm to 10:00pm.  
Enjoy Gorilla Cheese, Live Music, and a free movie complete 
with popcorn and cupcakes! 

See you at the park on September 22 and 
until then have a safe and happy summer!

Sarah Matthews
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Durand Neighbourhood Association Kicked 
off their 40th Celebrations with a Special 
Wine & Cheese Reception

The Association and Co-Founder Diane Dent (1972) hosted 
a  Special Wine & Cheese Celebration on Friday, June 22nd 

to recognise the tremendous efforts of past and current 
presidents, founders, board members, politicians and other 
community members who have contributed to 40 yeas of 
uninterrupted community service. As well, celebrations for the  
Durand community and their families will be held  September 
22nd in Durand Park.  Should be a wonderful event in our 
Durand Park... see you there!

Durand Celebrates 40 Years
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NEW EXHIBITION - HIStory + HERitage 
Museum, 165 James Street North, 
Hamilton Ontario
This new exhibition, which is part of the 40th Anniversary 
celebrations of the Durand Neighbourhood Association, will 
kick off Friday August 10th (Art Crawl) and run until Friday 
November 8th (Art Crawl). Admission is free and you will not be 
disappointed.  Graham Crawford, owner of H+H, will be featuring 
40 homes located in the historic Durand Neighbourhood. A 
limited number of coffee table books featuring these fabulous 
homes will also be for sale.

THE GRAND DURAND - HAMILTON’S MANSIONS

Durand Neighbourhood Association - 40 YEARS
JOIN US FOR THE CELEBRATION

DINNER & MOVIE NIGHT

Buy your dinner – Gorilla Cheese Truck
DINE to a LIVE BAND

ENJOY A FREE MOVIE, KERNEL CORN, AND CUPCAKES

DURAND PARK
Saturday September 22nd, 2012

5:30pm to 10:00pm

1972 – 2012
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Beautification in the Durand!
Special thanks to Duranders,  the  Hess Streed  Alleycats” for 
beautifying their alley and to the” Dirty Dawgs” who landscaped 
and planted 95 Hess Street South and 181 Jackson Street.  
Your efforts are very much appreciated.
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Durand Park Clean-Up
On a glorious sunny Saturday, Durand Park received a well-
needed spring clean from a group of hard-working volunteers.  
The Durand Neighborhood Association held a park clean up to 
beautify our park for the summer.  It sure needed!

We had a fantastic group of dedicated folks who helped pick 
up garbage, mulch the trees and clean the berm of weeds and 
excess growth.  It was great to see people come together and 
lend-a-hand in the community.  Despite the hard work everyone 
had a good time.

Our team included Janice Brown, Steve Brydson, Kelly Foyle, 
Bob Gill, John Hawker, Jackie Isbister, Simon Kiss, Linda 
Miocinovich, April Takeda and Dave Zahoruk.  We also had a 
great group of kids! 

After all the hard work, we gathered at a neighbour’s yard to 
enjoy a drink and a well-deserved rest.  A special thank you to 
Big Bee (180 James St. S) for providing water and fruit for the 
whole team!
  
Mark your calendars! On September 16th, we’ll be hosting a 
second park-clean up to get the park in shape for our 40th 
anniversary celebration.

Crime Manager’s Report 
I hope all is well and everyone is enjoying the great warm 
weather and staying safe in the community. Now that the warm 
weather is here it is important to remember a few safety tips. If 
you are out please remember to close and lock your windows. 
At night do the same for your lower level windows. Please 
keep your doors locked at all times. As much as we would 
love to have a neighbourhood where all doors and windows 
don’t have to be locked that’s just not the case. Don’t get me 
wrong the Durand Neighbourhood is a very safe place to live 
but we can’t be naive and take those chances. Over the last 
few months the Hamilton Police service has been very busy 
concentrating efforts on some known drug houses in the area. 
Several arrests have been made and warrants executed in he 
Durand neighbourhood in order to rid the area of drug activity. 
The Hamilton Police have been working closely with City 
Housing Hamilton and Councillor Jason Farr to help establish 
a new Safety and Security Task Force for the Hamilton Housing 
buildings. Great things are and are about to happen in this 
area making the quality of life better for all. Hess Village is 
up and running again for the summer and the Police Service 
is working very hard every Friday and Saturday Nights at keep 
your neighbourhood safe. This includes the deployment of 2 
mounted unit officers (horses), the ACTION team as well as 
the 11 Paid duty officers working in and around Hess Village. 
Some projects that the police in the downtown area are working 
on right now are; increased traffic enforcement, increased ride 
lanes and bicycle safety and enforcement.

If you see a crime in progress call 911. 
The police administration number  
is 905-546-4925 and Crime Stoppers  
is 1-800-222-TIPS. 

Remember that personal safety  
begins with you and please have  
a safe and happy summer. 

Sgt Frank Miscione
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CANADA

22 Tisdale Street South
Hamilton ON  L8N 2V9
www.davidchristopherson.ca

Tel: 905-526-0770
hamilton@davidchristopherson.ca

David 
Christopherson, MP
Hamilton Centre

Please contact my office  
for assistance with any matters 

dealing with the Federal Government.

Congratulations White Trillium Winners

Richard Lubbers & Craig Hansen, 163 Duke Street. Robert Gill, 210 Hess Street South 

* There are 2 more properties, yet to be announced.  Please look for them in the Fall Newsletter



Durand Neighbourhood News
Downtown Neighbourhoods  
Safe Streets Initiative

Downtown Hamilton began as a thriving business centre 
surrounded by diverse residential neighbourhoods home to 
people and families from all walks of life.  A broad transportation 
system consisting of streetcars and later automobiles and 
buses carried people where they could not walk.  Shopping, 
work and leisure were within reach of residents, whether by 
foot, car or public transit.

As Hamilton expanded in both population and industry, and 
our industrial wealth afforded more people the privelege 
of car ownership, there was great pressure to provide the 
infrastructure to move more cars throughout the city.  While 
cities throughout the world were building urban expressways 
and rapid transit systems, Hamilton investigated many such 
options and decided instead to use its existing network of 
roads more efficiently.  In 1956, Hamilton converted its entire 
lower city network of arterial roads to one-way traffic flow with 
synchronized traffic lights, achieving traffic flows similar to 
those of a divided highway.  

While Hamilton’s one-way street network was considered 
an engineering marvel, it cut through what were at the time 
prosperous business areas and broad tree – lined residential 
boulevards.  Street side parking was taken away and local 
retailers felt the difference immediately, at times flooding City 
Hall meeting in protest.  Neighbourhoods that once enjoyed 
large front yards and safe roadways, found themselves divided 
by walls of high speed traffic.  Heavy transport trucks travelled 
at high speeds through what used to be front yards.

Although the consequences of our one-way street system were 
immediate, little has changed in the decades that followed.  
Business declined, residents moved elsewhere, and millions 
of dollars of large scale renewal projects could not reverse the 
exodus of wealth from downtown Hamilton.  

Even the industry that was originally served by our transportation 
system has long since declined.  Steel mills that once employed 
tens of thousands now employ a few thousand.  Yet the traffic 
continues, only now it mostly comes from elsewhere, and is 
destined elsewhere.  Downtown Hamilton has become a traffic 
conduit from one suburb to the other.

The residents of downtown have had enough and, as a result, 
the city has turned the corner and people are moving back 
downtown.  We value the character of old houses, the diversity 
of many cultures, and the ability to walk where we’re going. 

Transportation is important, and every area of the city has 
street that move traffic.  However:

•	 There are no synchronized one-way streets on the mountain.  

•	 There are no synchronized one-way streets in Westdale.

•	 There are no synchronized one-way streets in Dundas.

•	 There are no synchronized one-way streets in Ancaster.

•	 There are no synchronized one-way streets in the East End.

•	 There are no synchronized one-way streets in Stoney Creek.

There are only synchronized one-way streets downtown.  They 
run primarily through Wards 2 and 3, which are also home 
to a high proportion of Hamiltonians that don’t even own or 
drive cars.  They are home to some of the most economically 
disadvantaged residents, for most of whom English is a second 
language and, therefore, face difficulty getting their voices 
heard.  Finally, they are home to a lot of people who don’t 
choose to raise their children here.

Crime is often cited as a reason to avoid downtown, yet more 
people are killed annually by motor vehicles than guns or 
knives.  Millions are spent each year to increase the police 
budget, yet our roads remain as dangerous thoroughfares, 
engineered to move traffic faster than the legal speed limit.

We, the residents of the neighbourhoods that make up 
downtown Hamilton, have had enough.  We demand safe 
streets.  We don’t want studies; we don’t want excuses.  We 
want safe streets now.

Cities all over the world have learned from our mistakes 
and their own, and have improved their safety, desirability, 
and economies by engineering streets that are friendly to 
pedestrians while moving vehicular traffic safely.  The answers 
are already there, and have proven themselves the world over.  
We propose the following be adopted as best practices for the 
layout of arterial roads in downtown Hamilton:

1. No more than two active traffic lanes in the same direc-
tion should occupy the same roadway.  

a. If a street is to be one-way, it should have no more 
than two active traffic lanes.

b. If a street is to be two-way, it should have no more 
than four active traffic lanes, two in each direction.

2. Sidewalks should be at least two metres wide where  
possible.

3. Traffic signals should be timed to discourage speeds of 
above 50 km/h.

4. Curbside parking should be present wherever storefront 
businesses or homes front onto the street.  This provides 
parking for homes and businesses and forms a buffer 
between traffic and pedestrians.

5. Curb cuts for vehicle access (driveways and entrances) 
should be minimized.  Where necessary or preexisting, 
they should be narrow enough that drivers must enter 
slowly.

These design principles have been agreed to by a majority of 
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residents in the neighbourhoods represented by Ward 2 and 3 
associations, and, as such, we hope to see our elected leaders 
to act on the desires of their citizens.

Jon Dalton

Durand Neighbourhood News
Complete Streets in Hamilton

I am happy to report that progress continues to be made in 
Hamilton towards the goal of having complete streets.  These 
are streets which provide for all road users – motorists, 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users of all ages and 
abilities.  Complete streets have advantages from every 
perspective, allowing active transportation options for all 
citizens.  Benefits include better and more transportation 
options, improved safety for pedestrians and cyclists, reduced 
traffic congestion, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and 
more walkable and liveable communities.

This not only brings health and enjoyment benefits, but also 
stimulates economic growth with increased shopping activity, 
sales and property values.  This has been demonstrated in 
more and more communities throughout Canada, the USA and 
elsewhere.  This, in fact, makes it easier for us to replicate 
since we do not need to invent the ways and means to achieve 
better streets in Hamilton.  It is a matter of political will and 
the demand by citizens to have the changes made.

This was the message loud and clear from the Hamilton 
Transportation Summit in April and other meetings focusing 
on city development.  Hamilton has made impressive progress 
and plans are in place to do more.  However, there is no room 
for complacency by Hamiltonians.  We still need to do a lot 
to change viewpoints and accept that the car cannot trump 
other street users.  A one-way street through the city with 
multiple lanes that encourages speeding and risks the safety 
of pedestrians and cyclists is not acceptable. 

Every month we hear of more cities encouraging the adoption of 
complete streets.  As I write, there is a news release from the 
Brookings Institution that homes in walkable neighbourhoods 
hold their value better than auto oriented zones.  Case studies 
in Washington, D.C. concluded that property values are 
higher, rents are higher per month after discounting income 
differences, office rents are higher and retail sales are higher.  
Similar findings are cited in San Diego.  Indeed, at the Hamilton 
Economic Summit last year, the key-note speaker pointed out 
that the multiple dwelling units being built in the suburbs now 
will be the slums of the future.  

The Durand neighbourhood has seen many improvements 
in recent years, but the DNA still has serious concerns.  For 
example, the Queen Street as it is designed today makes 
crossing or cycling dangerous.  It is an example of how multilane, 

one-way streets encourage speeding and a redesign is urgently 
needed.  Hunter Street is the same, but of special concern 
since it passes Central School.  Again, trying to enforce a lower 
speed limit has not worked in other jurisdictions and is unlikely 
to work here without a redesign of the street.  We are aware 
of more problem areas and continue to work towards finding 
solutions which meet the criteria of complete streets.

The Durand is only one part of a large city and we are well 
aware that city wide changes, as well as local ones, must 
be made.  For example, physically separated bicycle lanes 
forming a network are essential to provide the safety essential 
to encourage all members of the public to cycle as a normal 
option for local transportation.  This and similar issues are also 
being addressed.  We have good cooperation from our political 
representatives and city staff is aware and sympathetic to the 
need to change.  I think Duranders should be pleased with 
the progress of the city while supporting a strong association 
– our DNA - to speak to our concerns and follow – up with the 
appropriate people. 

Dennis Baker

Councilor’s Message
Happy 40th to the Durand Neighbourhood 
Association.  This remarkable achievement 
in resident engagement has not gone 
unnoticed at the City Council level.  All of us 
on Council recognise your accomplishments 
over four decades and we look forward to 
working closely with you in the future (hint: 
St. Marks).

I look forward to celebrating this monumental anniversary with 
you this summer.

As summer approaches, I wanted to also take this opportunity 
to wish you and your family a safe and happy season.  There 
is plenty to do and see in our core and across the city this 
summer.  I welcome you to check the calendar on http://www. 
jasonfarr.com to find an event or happening.

At City Hall, we expect to be debating important issues 
throughout the season.  Ward boundaries, food-trucks, school 
surplus lands, and how to make http://www.Hamilton.ca a 
much more user friendly web-site, are among just some of the 
subjects we will tackle.  Committee meeting dates and times 
can also be found on http://www. jasonfarr.com.

I would like to offer a friendly reminder to keep a close eye 
out for the kids as they anxiously move about our streets and 
parks on there school break.  Drive carefully.

For all in Ward 2, may the summer of 2012 be a season of 
fruition, fulfillment and happiness.  

Jason Farr



Durand Neighbourhood News
Moving Forward for Two-Way Streets

Duranders have been busy the past few months advocating 
for streets that provide a safe and pleasant environment for 
pedestrians and cyclists.  It has been well-established that 
the network of one-way streets in the downtown core leads to 
speeding and dangerous conditions.

Jonathan Dalton prepared a letter which will be signed by 
all the Ward 2 neighborhood associations, including Durand, 
which provides guidelines for safer streets.  He makes the 
important point that, currently, our streets kill more people 
than crime.  That is, every year more people die from motor 
vehicle accidents than from guns or knives.  

In the letter, the neighborhood associations will advocate for 
the following best practices for the layout of arterial roads in 
downtown Hamilton:

1. No more than two active traffic lanes in the same 
direction should occupy the same roadway.

a. If a street is to be one-way, it should have no more 
than two active traffic lanes.

b. If a street is to be two-way, it should have no more 
than four active traffic lanes, two in each direction.

2. Sidewalks should be at least two metres wide where 
possible.

3. Traffic signals should be timed to discourage speeds of 
above 50 km/h.

4. Curbside parking should be present wherever storefront 
businesses or homes front onto the street. This provides 
parking for homes and businesses and forms a buffer 
between traffic and pedestrians.

5. Curb cuts for vehicle access (driveways and entrances) 
should be minimized. Where necessary or preexisting, 
they should be narrow enough that drivers must enter 
slowly.

These design principles have been agreed to by a majority 
of residents in the neighbourhoods represented by our 
associations, and, as such, we expect our elected officials to 
implement them.

Simon Kiss and Kelly Foyle recently presented to the Ward 
2 neighbourhood associations meeting on the status of the 
Downtown Transportation Master Plan and the status of two-
way street conversions that have already been approved, but 
not yet implemented.

They showed that the City is far behind schedule on its 
conversions, in many cases by almost 10-years.  The Downtown 

Transportation Master Plan was designed after consultation 
with citizens and approved by council and yet each year 
these plans do not find their way into the capital budget.  
This suggests that there is a gaping disconnect between the 
numerous feel-good plans that are adopted by the city after 
untold hours of effort and participation by citizens, councillors 
and city staff and cold-hard cash, divvied up by council every 
year in the capital budget.

To learn more about the issues you can read more at:

Ward 2 Letter

http://raisethehammer.org/article/1615/downtown_
neighbourhoods_unite_against_dangerous_streets

Disconnects between Two-Way Conversion Plan and 
Implementation

http://raisethehammer.org/article/1622/disconnects_
between_two-way_conversion_plan_and_implementation

by: Kelly Foyle, Simon Kiss & Jonathan Dalton

News from the Province
Moving Forward  
Transportation Forum  
draws a crowd

The Moving Forward Transportation Forum on transportation 
and funding issues took place in Markham on May 12. It was 
held in conjunction with F.U.N.’s AGM, which took place earlier 
in the day. The AGM report will be posted on our website later.  
Visit www.urbanneighbourhoods.wordpress.com  for complete 
details.

The Forum was a great success: 159 attendees, superb 
presenters/panelists, 9 important survey questions answered 
and a lively Q&A.  Markham-Unionville MPP Michael Chan, who 
is Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport, provided greetings 
from the Province and Mayor Frank Scarpitti welcomed 
attendees to his municipality.

All presentation material as well as video recordings 
of all segments of the Forum are available on our website. 
www.urbanneighbourhoods.wordpress.com. 

Other leaders were encouraged to bring this forum to their 
respective communities.  There is a working template and the 
panelists and presenters are more than willing to bring this 
information to Hamilton as well.  Both Mississauga and the 
City of Toronto will host their own Forums and I am hoping 
that those Hamilton activists concerned with Transit issues 
affecting the Greater Hamilton area will organize a similar 
Forum for Hamiltonians.
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AROUND & ABOUT ABOVE & BEYOND 
HELPING LOST PETS

The City of Hamilton Animal Services Staff care about the 
pets in our community and we are proud to announce our new 
partnership with www.helpinglostpets.com.  This new website 
will replace our existing On-line Animal Lost & Found system.

Staff will be posting found animals in the shelter on both the 
Helping Lost Pets and PetLynx websites from: 

Monday, June 11, 2012 to  
Saturday, June 30, 2012.

As of July 1, 2012, Animal Services

will only be posting on  
Helping Lost Pets.

We are introducing this new technology in efforts to increase 
the pet recovery rate in our community.  All pets that are found 
as strays by Animal Services will be posted on this system as 
Found animals within a few hours of the animal entering our 
database.  All residents and businesses in the community can 
use this system to post FREE lost or found reports.

You can pre-register with the site, set up, add your pet 
information with a picture, any medical information, and care 
instructions just in case your pet goes missing.

Users can subscribe to receive automatic notifications of pets 
lost or found in their area.  While searching for their lost pet 
in the community they may be able to help another owner find 
their pet.

This website is user friendly and has many capabilities, such 
as FREE lost & found posters, map-based searches, pre-
registration for pets and owners, and connections to animal 
related organizations and businesses - just to name a few.

Durand Neighbourhood News
WARD 2 COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS

Ward 2 neighbourhood associations, including Durand, 
Corktown, Beasley, Stinson, Central and North End Neighbours 
invited Norman Kearney to give a presentation on Participatory 
Budget Process.  Councillor Farr was invited to also take 
part and listen to this very informative session.  There was 
a proposal on the floor to take this back to our own board 
members to approve the PB process for Ward 2.  Durand is 
in support of  this and we look forward to our Councillor’s 
lead.  We are also in support of saving our downtown schools 
and keeping the Board of Education downtown – a Beasley 
initiative.  Duranders Kelly Foyle, Simon Kiss and Jon Dalton 
also presented on the conversion of one way to two way streets 
and a plan for creating safe streets.  All were in favour of these 
as well.  Please see their articles “Moving Forward”, and “Safe 
Streets” in this newsletter.

At our April meeting, Councillor Farr invited Hazel Milsome 
from the Planning and Economic Development Department to 
deliver the proposal to provide a one time grant loan for a 
grocery store to the Downtown.  The Durand Neighbourhood 
Association supports this initiative and sent their support 
letter to the General Issues Committee, which was held on 
June 20, 2012. This was an issue where there was not full 
support by all associations.

We are newly formed.  We have growing pains.  However, we 
are working to iron out the logistics and are looking forward to 
bringing all of our board members together once or twice a year 
for both formal meetings as well as trying to organize activities 
at least once a year for Ward 2.  

Janice Brown

Durand Neighbourhood News
Welcome to our newest Durander!

Olive, born Wednesday June 19th, beautiful little girl of the 
Knudsen’s. 



905.574.4600
www.theoreillyteam.com
987 Rymal Road East Hamilton, Ontario

O’Reilly
Pam O’Reilly  Dave O’Reilly  Luke O’Reilly

Sales Representatives

Let us put our expertise to work for you.

The O’Reilly Team

Thinking of Selling?

2011/2010

Call today for a complimentary 
Market Evaluation of your home!

*Not intended to solicit existing agency relationships.
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SEPTEMBER 14TH AND 15TH...  
BE THERE!

SUPERCRAWL is an annual event that celebrates the diversity 
of Hamilton’s James Street North district, our multi-disciplinary 
arts community, and the incredible spark that results with our 
unique mix of cultures, businesses and creative people.

In 2009, SUPERCRAWL was initiated by a team of artists and 
community builders who wanted to see the monthly event 
on James Street North,  the ART CRAWL, expand to include 
music in a greater way, and to take full advantage of an entire 
street of cultural experiences. This first edition of the festival 
won the “Best Small Festival of the Year Award” at the 2009 
Hamilton Tourism Awards, while the second edition won “Best 
Medium Festival of the Year Award” in 2010, as well as a 2010 
Hamilton Music Award as the “Musical Event Of The Year”. 
Last year’s edition won “Musical Event Of The Year By People’s 
Choice” at the 2011 Hamilton Music Awards, while organizers 
Tim Potocic and Dane Pedersen were both awarded 2012 
Tourism Hamilton Awards for their work on the festival.

www.facebook.com/supercrawl

www.twitter.com/supercrawl

www.supercrawl.ca

 

AROUND & ABOUT ABOVE & BEYOND 

Lynwood Charlton Centre  

Lynwood Charlton Centre  is hosting a fabulous fund 
raising event to assist their  residents in summer 
programming.  Please join them and support this fun 
and worthwhile event.

WHEN:  July 21, 2012 
TIME:  11am-4pm 
Where:  Durand Park.

Activities:  garage sale, gourmet cupcake sale, bouncy 
castle, face painting, Dobro Jesti food truck, and Mr 
Softee who both will be donating a portion of their 
proceeds. 

For More Information call:  (905) 978-1421

Picnic in the Front Gardens  
Central Presbyterian

Picnic in the Front Gardens at Central Presbyterian, Sunday 
June 23rd, 2012.

Dr Clyde Irvine, Minister, being a very good sport while wet 
sponges were tossed!



SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 16, 9AM-1PM
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As someone who lives and works in the area, I have grown 
to love this part of Hamilton. Durand is a unique and 

historic neighbourhood and I am proud to support the DNA.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CALL… JOYCE

    TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca

Joyce Hodgskiss, Sales Representative

Joyce@MakeTheRightChoice.ca      [905] 522-1110



thedurander Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association       Page 20

332 Bay Street South 
Hamilton, ON  L8P 3J8

Telephone: (905) 570-0609
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.com

www.durandna.com

THE GRAND 

DURAND 

GARDEN 

TOUR

2010
Presented by The Durand Neighbourhood Association

Saturday, June 12
Hamilton, Ontario

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tickets $15.00 per person
For information, visit

www.durandna.com or call 
905.527.6820


Gardens

embrace senses.
that will

your

L O C A T E D  I N  H A M I LT O N ’ S  H I S T O R I C  S O U T H W E S T





This is not a ticket

The Grand 
durand 
Garden 
Tour
2013
Presented by The Durand Neighbourhood Association

Presented by The Durand Neighbourhood Association


Gardens

embrace senses.
that will

your

Returns for a Third Time

Mark Your Calendars

Saturday, June 15th, 2013

THE GRAND 

DURAND 

GARDEN 

TOUR

2010
Presented by The Durand Neighbourhood Association

Saturday, June 12
Hamilton, Ontario

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tickets $15.00 per person
For information, visit

www.durandna.com or call 
905.527.6820


Gardens

embrace senses.
that will

your

L O C A T E D  I N  H A M I LT O N ’ S  H I S T O R I C  S O U T H W E S T






