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The  Durand Neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded by 
Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment and Queen 
Street South.  It is home to approximately 12,000 Hamiltonians. 
The Durand Neighbourhood Association (DNA) was established 
in 1972 as a politically independent community organization 
and chartered as a not-for-profit Provincial Corporation. It is the 
DNA’s vision to be the model downtown community that protects 
heritage while creating a diverse, sustainable and vibrant future. 
Please contact us at any time with questions, comments or 
concerns about the neighbourhood or if you are interested in 
volunteering, joining or renewing your membership.
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I N  T H I S  I S S U E

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E M A R K S
President’s remarks – AGM – October 26, 2017
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, James South and Jackson Street
Thank you all for coming out to our AGM.  We appreciate your 
involvement in the neighbourhood association and your support 
as we continue the important work of advocating for all of the 
residents of Durand.

There are treats and coffee, the coffee of course supplied by 
Durand Coffee.  Thanks, Chris and Christine!

We have had a busy year on the Durand Neighbourhood board 
of directors.  I had the honour of serving as President this year, 
supported by the most dedicated volunteer board, including 
Chris Redmond, Vice-President, Barb Henderson, Treasurer, 
Wes Jamieson, Secretary, Dennis Baker, Geoff Roche, Roberta 
Harman, Paul Nichols, David Levy, Yonatan Roszensjan, and 
Anne Tennier.  

Barb Henderson, Yonatan Rozenszjan and I are stepping down 
from the board of directors for the upcoming year.  It was a 
wonderful experience for me.  I know you will be in good hands 
with the returning and new board members.

The projects we worked on this year included:  The Durand 
Neighbourhood Character Project, our 45th Anniversary 
celebration, Television City and Medallion developments, and our 
seventh annual movie night in partnership with Pharmasave. A 
big thanks to all of the volunteers who help make these events 
possible.

Under the guidance of David Levy and our webmaster, Bob Gill, 
we have an updated website for the DNA.   Please visit the website 
to see the sleek new design and fantastic photos by Terrence 
Geissler.   The Our Durand group of Patty and Tor (not present 
tonight) have created an asset map of our neighbourhood, 
which will be included on the website.  This will be a great tool 
for newcomers, and your suggestions for additional assets to 
include on the map are very welcome.  See our Facebook group 
for the map and commenting opportunities.  We would like to 
thank Patty and Tor for all of their work on the map and the three-
neighbourhood garage sale held in the summer.  Look for another 
community garage sale in the spring of 2018.

Our challenges this year were: the splash pad at Durand Park 
breaking down on the hottest day of the year, a rezoning proposal 
for a house on Queen Street and new building proposals of 25, 
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30 and 40 storeys.  More densification is coming, although we 
are already the densest neighbourhood in Hamilton.  We have to 
ensure increased density does not overwhelm us and is balanced 
and increased amenities are on the table for the residents who 
already live here, as well as the new neighbours moving in.

Speaking of new neighbours, there is a serious issue that I want 
to raise and then we will move onto more positive topics.  In late 
spring we became aware of some activity in our park that is likely 
related to racism and intolerance.  The two heavy picnic tables 
in the gazebo have been turned upside down on a number of 
occasions, it’s been rumoured, in order to prevent our Muslim 
neighbours from breaking fast during Ramadan.  We have a 
diverse population here in the Durand Neighbourhood, and I 
would say most of us enjoy this feature of our urban community.  
If you see any such activity, please call the police immediately, if 
possible.  If you notice the picnic tables have been turned upside 
down, please report it to the city or the DNA to have the tables 
turned upright again.

Our focus for the upcoming year will be to continue work on 
the Durand Neighbourhood Character Project, increase our 
membership and work with the city and developers to insist on 
the best design for new buildings in our neighbourhood, as well 
as inclusive plans for larger units that will be suitable for families.  
We will also continue to advocate for complete, safe streets and 
heritage preservation.

Thank you Councillor Farr for the updates and working hard for 
our neighbourhood and Ward 2. Thank you Anna Bradford for the 
good news about St. Mark’s and the progress on the community 
space the DNA has pushed so hard for. Thank you all for attending 
our AGM and staying engaged to keep our neighbourhood as 
spectacular as it is.

Frances Murray

Television City: Design Review Panel Presentation -
Janice Topp

Nov 9, 2017 - “The City of Hamilton’s Design Review Panel 
is a voluntary technical panel that will provide expert and 
impartial design advice and guidance to Planning and Economic 
Development staff on urban design matters of development 
within Design Priority Areas.

The panel is strictly an advisory body and makes recommendations. 
It does not have the authority to approve or refuse projects or 
make policy decisions, or recommendations on land use.”

The preceding is from the City of Hamilton website, and is here 
to remind us that the Design Review Panel is not empowered to 
make decisions on projects including Television City. It is hoped, 
of course, that their expert professional advice is appropriately 
utilized in the decision making process.

For the presentation and review on November 9 two 
representatives for Television City reviewed a package that had 
been provided to the panel members. They provided background 
to the proposed project these being their argument for why the 
height is appropriate:

•  As per the province, there has to be support to the additional 
 height in the downtown
• There are varying heights nearby up to 22 storeys, therefore 
 the site has a tall building context
• Wesandford Place homes and this project don’t ‘face each 
 other’ - with no further explanation as to how the two would 
 relate or be compatible
• Utilizes an under-used property
• Retains and plans adaptive re-use of the heritage building
• Provides public use of the space in front of the heritage 
 building (current parking lot)
• Did not consider lower height towers, as they see the 
 experience at street level of 20 vs. 30, 40 or 50 storeys as 
 no difference, and once you get 20 storeys then it’s  just a 
 question of how many
• Brings an iconic building to the site

Comments from the panel members regarding the project, except 
for the architectural design of the buildings, were not supportive:

• Architecturally great with an interesting use of transparency 
 at ground level, but really a height issue 
• This is not a tall building, but a super tall building
• Have not looked beyond the site itself for impact
• There is an aggressive nature of placement of the towers - 
 probably should be only one tower
• The proposed density is almost 4 times what is allowed
• Compatibility is about impact, and this would be a 
 dangerous /nasty precedent.

The chair of the committee is concerned about the set back of 
the towers and that the height is no compatible with the existing 
Downtown Secondary Plan.

The DNA is strongly opposed to this development.
Please see our submission to the Design Review Panel 

here:

www.durandna.com/wp-content/uploads/DNA-Comments-for-
Television-City-Project.pdf
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Beautification on Aberdeen - Janice Brown

If you have the time, please take a walk along Aberdeen and see 
the new installation of garden beds in the Aberdeen bump outs. 
We are sure you will be pleased with the results next spring and 
summer. Our horticultural staff at the city has done a wonderful 
job to create beds that will provide year-round interest as well as 
withstand our winters. 

Come next summer you will see a display of yellows, pinks and 
purples all to be maintained by The City. The beds include Golden 
Rain Tree, Lavender, Mugho Pine, Yarrow and Asters. The Durand 
Neighbourhood Association would like to thank fellow Duranders  
Sarah Pierson White, Susan Baker and Janice Brown as well 
as Councillor Farr, Marcia Monaghan and the City of Hamilton 
Horticultural Staff for their efforts in beautifying our historic 
Durand neighbourhood. 

Durand Park Update - Janice Brown
Thanks to a very generous donation from one of our Duranders, 
the DNA met with Councillor Farr and City staff from Parks to 
advocate for the installation of a washroom in the park. Our 
argument was accepted and a washroom is scheduled to be 
installed in spring 2018. All moms and dads who have youngsters 
using the splash pad know how important this is! The location 
has been chosen and we are working with City Staff to decide 
finishing materials and the line of the roof. Stay tuned for more 
updates!

And now for the not so good news; according to many Duranders,  
we are seeing increased vandalism, tipped picnic tables, posters 
glued where they should not be, smoking in the park, dogs 
running off leash and use of crack pipes and other drugs. We 
can all help keep the park clean and safe for ourselves and our 
children by reporting these issues to:
By-Law issues – 905-546-2489  cityinfo@hamilton.ca

The Durand Park is proving to be a popular place in our 
neighbourhood for Duranders to play and meet. This year we 
celebrated the DNA’s 45th anniversary and Canada’s 150th 
birthday together. A special thanks to our volunteers who enable 
us to have these community events!
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MO V I E  N I G H T/ C A N A D A  1 5 0 T H
Movie Night/Canada 150 -
Janice Brown & Roberta Harman

The 8th Annual Movie Night held September 16th at Durand Park 
was a very special evening. This year James Street Pharmasave 
owners Raj and Domini Sandhu and their team partnered with 
the DNA to help us celebrate Canada 150. So not only did we 
have a wonderful feature movie, Moana, but we also had Canada 
themed activities and special treats for our guests. Festivities 
began at 5:30 with Reardon’s Food Truck on hand and continued 
with the following: gift bags for the adults, toys for the kids, red 

and white kernel corn, red and white frosted mini cupcakes, 
Canada themed face painting and tattoos, a special raffle of 
Canadian provinces and territory pendants, and the finale just 
before our feature movie, Moana, a singsong led by our very 
own Member of Parliament David Christopherson. Our guests 
waved their Canadian flags and belted out Happy Birthday and 
O Canada. Over 300 guests enjoyed a wonderful Celebration of 
150 years hosted by the DNA and Pharmasave!

Thank You!
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The Connolly - Janice Brown

Councillor Farr has notified the DNA that there may be a buyer 
for the former Connolly / James Street Baptist Church site. 
We have few details but have been advised that the developer 
comes from Toronto and intends to maintain what is left of the 
heritage designated façade. We do not have any further details 
or confirmation if and/or when the deal will close nor what the 
site plan will be with the new developer. We continue to consider 
the redevelopment of the site to be a high priority and will provide 
updates on our blog. 

St. Mark’s - Janice Brown

As you may be aware, the Durand Neighbourhood Association 
with the assistance of Councillor Farr came to an agreement 
with the City of Hamilton regarding free access for hosting DNA 
events at St. Mark’s.  In return for helping with the design and 
ongoing maintenance of the gardens we would be given a key 
to the premises.  In late September 2017 a small group of avid 
Durand gardeners met with Carolyn Samko, the project lead of 
the St. Mark’s redevelopment.  We discussed the following:

• Use of St. Mark’s
• Establishment of a volunteer group of gardeners 
• Management of the gardening team
• Requirements (equipment, materials, etc.) from City
• Budget for ongoing work
• Size of the garden, style of the garden, hardscaping and 
 plant material

At the conclusion of the first meeting we discussed next steps for 
spring 2018. Those being:

• Develop a sun/shade study
• Review existing landscaping
• Provide a list of hardy shrubs and perennials for the site

We are hoping that we can begin to plant during Stage 2 of the 
redevelopment (2019) and in the near future, when St. Mark’s 
is complete, we will be seeking a gardening team of Duranders 
and friends who would like to be a part of this exciting community 
activity.

www.durandna.com
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CRIME STATISTICS FOR THE DURAND NEIGHBOURHOOD - September 28th to October 26th, 2017

Robberies    2
Commercial Break and Enters  0
Residential Break and Enters  4
Mischief to Auto   0
Graffiti	 	 	 	 	 2
Stolen Autos    3
Theft from Auto    9

You can easily prevent the most common cause of crime in our neighbourhood by ensuing your car doors are locked. If you 
do experience any crime, no matter how large or small, please report it to the Hamilton Police to ensure it’s documented 

and	trends	can	be	identified.

HAMILTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Telephone Reporting:
(via Communications Branch 905-545-4925)

NEW! Online Reporting
 Property Related Crime - for any of the following incidents:

 • Damage/Mischief to Property (under $5,000)
 • Damage/Mischief to Vehicle (under $5,000)
 • Lost Property (under $5,000)
 • Theft (under $5,000) - NOT motorized vehicles
 • Theft from Vehicle (under $5,000)
      
**Incidents involving suspects cannot be reported online.
https://hamiltonpolice.on.ca/how-to/report-crime/online-reporting

Have you visited the DNA’s website lately? If 

you have, you would have seen our new site that 

is friendly for reading on any device including 

smartphones. Do you have suggestions on how to 

make the site even better?

Send us an email to
info@durandna.com

and we’ll see how to incorporate it!
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94 Cannon St. West, Unit 1, Hamilton, Ontario  L8R 2B6
call: 905.528.7365 fax: 905.528.1337

Established 1981

Business Cards
Letterhead
Envelopes
Invoices & NCR
Purchase Orders
Reports & Manuals
Mailers &Mailers & Admail

Labels/Stickers
Cheques
Notepads
Doorknockers
Booklets
Programs
NewslettersNewsletters

Flyers
Brochures
Postcards
Rackcards
Posters
Coupons
TTickets

Banners
A-Frames
Signage
Vinyl Decals
Big Posters
Canvas Prints
FoamboardsFoamboards

Magnets
Greeting Cards
Photo-Books
Invitations

& more...

Next Day Service Available
Quality Products

web: 
impressiveprinting.ca
email: 
orders@impressiveprinting.ca

search for:
impressive printing
@impressivekevin
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Durand Neighbourhood Association
Durand Coffee
142 Charlton Avenue West
Hamilton, ON L8P 2C7

Telephone: 289.887.2366 
e-mail: president@durandna.com

www.durandna.ca

Durand
Christmas 
Market

Saturday, December 9th
1:00PM - 5:00PM

at CPC Hamilton
165 Charlton Ave. West. (corner of Charlton and Caroline)


