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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS
BY: CHRISTOPHER REDMOND
Thank you all for coming out to our AGM and all candidates’
debate. We truly appreciate your support and engagement as we
continue to advocate for all residents of the neighbourhood on a
plethora of issues every year.

The Durand Neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded by
Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment and Queen
Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000 Hamiltonians.
The Durand Neighbourhood Association (DNA) was established
in 1972 as a politically independent community organization
and chartered as a not-for-profit Provincial Corporation. It is the
DNA’s vision to be the model downtown community that protects
heritage while creating a diverse, sustainable and vibrant future.
Please contact us at any time with questions, comments or
concerns about the neighbourhood or if you are interested in
volunteering, joining or renewing your membership.
Contact Information: Durand Neighbourhood Association
c/o Durand Coffee
142 Charlton Avenue West
Hamilton, ON L8P 2C7
president@durandna.com
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We’ve had another action-packed year on the Durand
Neighbourhood Association board of directors. Our volunteer
board, made up of Roberta Harman (Vice-President), Anne
Tennier (Treasurer), Christine Larabie (Secretary), Dennis
Baker, Geoff Roche, David Levy, Paul Nicholas, Tom Flood, Wes
Jamieson, and Janis Topp, has worked hard on issues ranging
from heritage protection and planning and development issues
to events in Durand Park and safe and complete streets.
Unfortunately, we are saying goodbye to five of our dedicated
board members this year. Changes in life and work have made
it impossible for these individuals to stay on in their capacity on
the board, but I am certain they will remain active and engaged
members in the community. Thank you to David Levy, Wes
Jamieson, Janis Topp, Tom Flood, and Christine Larabie for all
of your hard work over the time you have served on the board.
However, these departures mean that the board will be injected
with new faces and ideas and we all look forward to working with
our new board members.
The key projects we have worked on this year were wide-ranging
and varied. We scored a big victory in the ongoing Television
City as our advocacy helped to lead city staff to recommend
council to reject the project as it did not fit with the surrounding
neighbourhood. We also had a win on the Downtown Secondary
Plan file, as our comments, submissions, and advocacy helped
lead to the introduction of a reworked plan before it was passed
by council. Although not all of our concerns were addressed in
the new document, a number of the key issues were addressed.
The DNA has also worked hard to animate Durand Park
throughout the year. We have helped support the creation of an
ice rink at Durand Park in the winter, put on an Easter egg hung
in the spring, put on our annual movie night in the park, and
we will once again be hosting a Halloween event this fall, where
families can come to the park and pick out a free pumpkin to
carve. There will also be refreshments, snacks, and activities for
kids of all ages.
We have also worked hard this year to help make our streets in
the neighbourhood more complete and safer. The introduction
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PRESIDENT’S REMARKS - CONTINUED
of the Herkimer and Charlton bike lanes a few years ago and
the new addition of the Bay bike lanes have helped immensely,
however we have still seen a high number of accidents and unsafe
situations manifest themselves over the course of the past year.
In particular, we have witnessed multiple accidents on Queen
Street that have ended up with vehicles upside down and some
even coming to a stop on the sidewalks. Many of these accidents
have happened during rush hour, a time when parents are
walking their children to school in the neighbourhood. This has
led to a grass roots movement among the community, led in part
by our board member Tom Flood, to demand changes to Queen
Street. The increasing number of accidents and the advocacy of
the community led council to finally announce that Queen Street
would undergo conversion to a two-way street in 2019. This is
something that the DNA has advocated for over a decade so this
has to be seen as a major victory for the neighbourhood. The DNA
will now work with the Kirkendall Neighbourhood Association
along with city staff to best implement changes to the street.
Work should be completed by late spring of 2019.
Not everything has been perfect this year. We have been fighting
issues of property standards, petty theft, property damage, and
homelessness. I can ensure you that we have been working with
the councillor’s office, the Hamilton Police Services, and all of
the appropriate agencies to try and deal with these issues as

best possible. You can help by continuing to report all crime and
all suspicious activity directly to the police. If you’re dissatisfied
with their response you should send your thoughtful yet strongly
worded concerns to the councillor’s office.
Finally, looking forward to the next twelve months, the DNA will
be busy with many new and old projects. We will continue to
engage with the proposed Medallion development at Park and
Bold. We will also watch the OMB decision closely for Television
City and how that will impact the neighbourhood. We plan to have
our Character study, that we took on almost three years ago, to
finally be formally recognized by council. We will also have our
hands full trying to ensure that the best and most safe design for
Queen Street is implemented. And as always, there will surely be
issues that arise throughout the year that will keep us engaged
and busy!
Once again, thank you for your ongoing support and engagement
in the neighbourhood. Please do not hesitate to email me at:
president@durandna.com if you have any questions, concerns or
ideas for making the neighbourhood a better place.

CRIME S TAT IS T IC S FOR T HE
D URAND N EIGHBOURHOOD

- Prepared by Sgt. Jen McFeggan #785, SouthTown Crime Manager

June 25th - July 25th 2018

July 25th - August 25th 2018

August 25th - September 25th 2018

Robberies

2

Robberies

2

Robberies

2

Commercial Break and Enters

0

Commercial Break and Enters

1

Commercial Break and Enters

0

Residential Break and Enters

3

Residential Break and Enters

4

Residential Break and Enters

3

Mischief to Auto

4

Mischief to Auto

0

Mischief to Auto

4

Graffiti

0

Graffiti

0

Graffiti

0

Stolen Autos

3

Stolen Autos

6

Stolen Autos

1

Theft from Auto

4

Theft from Auto

15

Theft from Auto

8

When parking on the street, do not leave visable items in your car. Such as bags, purses, tools, electronics etc.
These cars are prone to theft.
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WARD 2 CANDIDATE SPACE
The DNA invited all candidates for Ward 2 City Councillor to
answer the same question: why are you the best candidate for
the Durand and the DNA’s priorities? These are the responses
we received.
DIANE CHIARELLI
I’m the best candidate because I have a deep integrated
understanding of the issues facing the Durand community, with
over 30 years of involvement in our city. I support reciprocal,
transparent, accountable, and inclusive representation when
dealing with coproducing our community goods. I understand
the balancing act it will take between the new development
and rising population, and the needs of our current residents
in fostering safer and protected communities. This also means
managing our tax situation better, providing an integrated
transportation network, and transforming grey areas into vibrant
community spaces. Safety is one of the main components of
my platform. I want to ensure safer streets, with more boots
on the ground “community” police presence. Safer roads for
pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists with more bike lanes and
transportation options. Safety also means affordable housing,
addressing homelessness, and gentrification happening in and
around our city. We need updated infrastructure, and sustainable
development with community in mind. This also means protection
of historical buildings and assets in our neighbourhoods in
terms of planning projects. Good urban inclusive design, where
communities can flourish with safe mobility, while always having
eyes on the streets to ensure neighbour to neighbour safety. I
will always have my Heart and door open to all of our community
members, where favouritism takes a back seat, and critical
listening and understanding come first. Ward 2 Councillor is not
a job to me, but a service I intend on providing for the protection
and future of our city.
JASON FARR
From fighting City Hall to joining forces. Let us highlight our
accomplishments and note some of what is in store for your
Durand.
Durand Park Redevelopment
Robust consultation ensured satisfaction for the growing numbers
of park users. The park looks amazing. What is next? The park
washroom being built this fall.
St. Marks Church and Grounds
With strong voices from the DNA and beyond, the multi-milliondollar redevelopment of St. Marks Church is well underway. What
is next? A well utilized neighbourhood and cultural meeting space
for special events and passive recreation.
Heritage
Having completed the Durand Built Heritage Inventory, we now
have 736 buildings with much better protections. What is next?
Formalizing through council Durand Neighbourhood Character

Project.
Safer Streets
Several more kilometres of success in sustainable street
initiatives has made the Durand considerably safer to walk and
cycle for seniors and families. What is next? The conversion of
Queen Street to two way.
James Street Beautification
The James South Beautification Project – phase one is complete,
but a major tweak is coming soon. What is next? Still plenty of yearround flowers and foliage, but a more open concept with views of
historic buildings and a meeting place for the neighbourhood.
Development
Comprehensive policies for the area bounded by Hunter, Queen,
Main and James are now in place and the Durand Neighbourhood
Character Project is an important grass-roots document.
What is next? Make the Durand Neighbourhood Character
Project policy at City Hall.
CAMERON KROETSCH
I’m running for Ward 2 City Councillor because I care about what
happens in this community. I live, work, and volunteer here. I’m
focused on making Hamilton more accountable, accessible,
affordable, safe, and sustainable and I think that’s what
Duranders expect from their next City Councillor.
When I knock on doors in Durand, residents tell me that they
want safer streets. I am committed to implementing Vision Zero
because I believe that our streets should be safe for all road users.
We shouldn’t have to wait for a tragedy to happen before we take
action. We need to reduce speed limits, introduce preventive
physical street design, and protect our bike lanes.
Duranders also tell me that they have concerns about
development. They want more notice about new development
and to see more projects that respect the neighbourhood’s
historic character. I’m committed to responsible and appropriate
development but I don’t think that’s possible without regular
and ongoing engagement. This means continuing to work with
the DNA, providing proper notice to residents, and making sure
everyone’s feedback is taken seriously.
I’ve done a lot of work in my community that I believe reflects
these priorities including fighting alongside fellow residents for
a better “Downtown Secondary Plan”, delegating on issues at
City Hall, and taking on leadership roles in my neighbourhood
(Corktown).
I’m committed to showing up for residents and making sure they
have a say. I believe that, together, we can have a better Ward 2.
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WARD 2 CANDIDATE SPACE - CONTINUED
MARK TENNANT
The Ward 2 councillor must have the experience and abilities to address the social economic issues with a front line empathetic
approach, while representing the best interest of the DNA with adequate advocacy and humility. It is necessary that all urban renewal
and development planning respects the DNA’s input with regards to it’s heritage, appropriate land use and development. It is imperative
that the the DNA’s mission and vision is considered and respected before any new infrastructure and development decisions are made.
The DNA and it’s residents are the experts of their community and with their valued input and continued support, they will continue to
be the hero’s in this new narrative. “A healthy community equals a strong local economy”.
The Ward 2 councillor cannot be all things to all people and cannot be exclusive. With this in mind, the councillor must work collaboratively
with the DNA; attending regular meetings and providing an open door policy of communication. Always having a open mind to new and
old ideas that will improve the green initiative, consideration of open space, active play areas, and pedestrian/non vehicle spaces.
In addition, addressing the social economic issues of reducing substantial housing while advocating for safe affordable housing and
reducing land speculation.
To conclude, a collaborative cohesive partnership with all neighbourhood associations and its residents will unite the city and encourage
improved infrastructure and transit planning, safer streets, and strong relations with the local police department. “Great moments are
born from great opportunities.”

DURAND NEIGHBOURHOOD MEMBERSHIP
The DNA’s membership committee has been
busy following up on renewals throughout the
summer. If you haven’t had a chance to renew
your membership, please do so online at
www.durandna.com/store
or download and print a membership form and
drop it off at
Durand Coffee - 142 Charlton Avenue West
Not yet a member? Please consider joining
the Durand Neighbourhood Association and
help sustain activities in our community.
Membership forms will be available at the
annual general meeting to be held on October
2nd, and of course you can always join online.
Being a member entitles you to vote at the AGM.
Rates are $10 per year, $15 for two years and
$20 for three years.
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WE NEED YOUR GARDEN

SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 15, 2019
The Grand Durand Garden Tour is the major fundraising event for the
Durand Neighbourhood Association and needs gardens to include in the
tour. If you have a garden, or know of a neighbour whose garden would
qualify, please contact
Janice Brown: jedbrown2009@gmail.com
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HERITAGE UPDATE – JAMES ST. BAPTIST
The DNA continues to reinforce our concerns on the status of
James St. Baptist. We sent the following questions to Planning
and are sharing their replies as they were received. If you’d like to
discuss your concerns directly with Planning, please address file
ZAR-14-030/DA-14-105/ZAH-17-022 or continue to send your
concerns to us at info@durandna.com and we will address them
on your behalf.
1. Inspection – whose responsibility, why no inspections since
February 2017?
2. Has the Stability of the structure been confirmed?
3. Who will pay for this if this has not been done?
4. Is this considered a vacant building and if so why was
it not inspected?
5. Can the property be cleaned up?
6. What can you do to ensure an inspection and clean-up of
this property?
Regular inspections were required as part of the Heritage Permit
HP2013-058. The Heritage Permit expired December 31, 2015
and the applicants have not obtained a new heritage permit
since, which means the City is not able to require additional
inspections for the purposes of the Heritage Permit. The most
recent inspection for the purposes of the Heritage Permit was
completed in February 2017.
98 James Street South, Hamilton has been registered as a vacant
building since November 2014. Buildings on the Vacant Building
Registry are subject to quarterly sites. Inspections are completed
by the City of Hamilton’s Vacant Building Team, Municipal Law
Enforcement, Planning and Economic Development Department.
Staff will follow up regarding the last inspection by the Vacant
Building Team.
7. Where is the Security Deposit?
8. Can the Security Deposit be used?
9. Reinforce the remaining section of the Church to
ensure stability.
10. Inspect and INSURE the Stability of the foundation

15. How many extensions are allowed?
16. Why was Hue granted an extension?
The City of Hamilton received a request for a one year extension
to Site Plan Application DA-14-105 on March 19, 2018. An
extension was granted and will lapse on May 27, 2019.
Applicants have one year to fulfill the conditions identified through
the Site Plan Approval process. Applicants are required to apply
for an extension if the conditions have not been satisfied. Each
extension is assessed on their own merits by Planning Staff.
17. List all of the heritage artifacts saved:
The tangible heritage attributes that were salvaged include:
- pointed windows;
- Tower windows;
- Main portal rose window;
- east transept window;
- tower silt windows;
- stone pinnacle;
- slate tiles;
- sanctuary windows;
- clerestorey windows;
- rough hammered stone/ buttresses;
- northeast tower door;
- transept round windows;
- northwest tower door;
- west tower door; and,
- west rose window.
18. How and where are the artifacts saved stored?
The salvaged windows are stored in the remaining portion of the
building, and the stone pieces are located in front of the building,
but behind the fencing. Additionally, there is a large pointed
window that is located on the ground, and tarped to prevent
further deterioration.

The City does have a letter of credit that was obtained through
the Heritage Permit HP2013-058. The letter of credit can be
used to maintain, secure, protect, stabilize, monitor or restore
the retained portions of the building. In the event that the Owner
fails to secure, protect, stabilize, monitor or restore the retained
portions of the permanent structure the City may enter and
complete the necessary works funded by the Letter of Credit.
11. What can you tell us about Hue Development and
Investment Corporation?
12. What have they done?
13. Require a report of Hue’s previous heritage and
current projects.
14. Amount of Hue’s bond with the City of Hamilton?
Planning staff do not have information regarding these questions.

19. When were artifacts last inspected? How often are
they inspected?
The salvaged features were last seen at a site visit in January
2017.
20. Condition of the artifacts? Note: A large heritage artifact
blew across the back on the back of the building a few years
ago because it was not properly stored or secured.
The salvage features in the building and the stones around the
building appear to be intact. The condition of the large pointed
window on the ground has not been observed by staff.
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DURAND AGM & ALL CANDIDATES DEBATES

Thank you to all of the candidates for joining DNA and Duranders at our annual AGM on October 2nd!
Telephone: 905.746.1753
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.ca

Durand Neighbourhood Association
Durand Coffee
142 Charlton Avenue West
Hamilton, ON L8P 2C7
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