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first issue of the
e-Durander.
Most of you will be
reading this issue as a
pdf file on your computer,
or will have printed it out
(in full colour!). Going
electronic has enabled us
to add more colour photos and more articles. It Check www.durandna.com regularly to
has also significantly re- find out about emerging issues, and to
duced printing and mail- learn about projects we are working on.
ing costs (as well as helping the environment).
Another advantage of distributing the Durander as a pdf file is that
we now use hyperlinks throughout. Whenever we mention a website,
you can simply click on its name to visit it directly. Clicking on an
email address allows you to immediately send an email. You’ll also
find that the articles in the table of contents (on the left) are clickable.
The Durander is a great way to learn more about our neighbourhood, but we only publish it three times a year. To keep
abreast of emerging issues, we encourage you to become a regular
visitor to our website www.durandna.com. There is a blog on the
front page where we update our members on neighbourhood and
City events and issues, and there is an “Active Projects” page at
www.durandna.com/projects.htm where you can find out what we’re
working on, and read our presentations and communications to the
City and other groups. The website is also a good way to discuss
neighbourhood issues, using the “Comments” section of the blog.
We’re always happy to hear from you at president@durandna.com.

W

ELCOME

Picnic in the Park 2009
Linda Miocinovich
HE event began as a celebration of the 35th Anniversary of the Durand Neighbourhood Association. Because
of its enormous success, we felt it should be an annual event. Hence, we are putting on Act 3: mark it on
your calendar for June 20. The planning is in the works. Music, games, community booths and more! Look
forward to a fun new addition, a horse-drawn wagon ride. We are delighted to have Juno Award Winner Tomi
Swick who will entertain us with his fabulous vocals. Plus the tried and true will be back again. Remember the
Bouncing Panda and Calvin the Magician? Don’t forget to bring your pets. All are welcome at Pam’s “Best in
Show.”

T
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Councillor’s Message
Our Councillor updates us on important issues for the Durand
and the City of Hamilton
Bob Bratina

2009 Board of Directors
Dennis Baker
Janice Brown
Adam Ellis
Craig Hanson
Roberta Harman
Nicholas Kevlahan
Jennifer Matthews
Sarah Matthews
Linda Miocinovich
Martin Maretzki
Claudia Sheldrick
The Durand neighbourhood is the innercity district bounded by Main Street
West, James Street South, the Escarpment and Queen Street South. It is
home to approximately 12 000 Hamiltonians. The DNA was established in 1972
as a politically independent community
organization and chartered as a not-forprofit provincial corporation.
It is the DNA’s vision to be an active, resident-based voice successfully
addressing priority issues affecting our
neighbourhood to nurture a vibrant
downtown community.
Please contact us at any time with
questions, comments or concerns in the
neighbourhood, or if you are interested
in joining or renewing your membership.
If you would like to volunteer, or get involved in your community, this is a wonderful opportunity to make a difference.

Contact Information
Durand Neighbourhood Association
c/o 17 Bruce Street
Hamilton ON L8P 3M5
905 529 1869
president@durandna.com
Please visit our website at:
www.durandna.com

I believe the Durand Neighbourhood will
be both pleased and benefitting from
changes that are taking place in local and
intercity transit. By now most will be
aware that a fourth GO Train has been
added to the morning service to Toronto.
This coincides with the commissioning of
the Hamilton Layover facility just east
of the Hunter Street station, where the
four dedicated Hamilton trains will stay
overnight to be prepared for the next morning’s service. This
will overcome the problem of moving the trains in from Mimico each day and having to navigate the busy trackage west of
Aldershot. Often this has meant cancellation of morning trains
from Hamilton due to signalling problems or CP and CN freight
train movements. The layover, being well-lit, fenced and having other security measures such as cameras and personnel
on site adds a measure of security to the area which had in the
past provided a dark corridor for transients, mischief-makers,
graffiti, vandalism, etc.
I am currently working with our transit staff on the realignment of HSR bus routes to provide better connections for
GO transit users. Work has been completed on the GO station
HSR platforms, and further construction will take place beginning in June on the MacNab Street terminal expansion. Once
all of this is completed, the long-awaited removal of buses from
Gore Park will take place. I’m pleased that these options, which
I instigated, ultimately won over the original “preferred option”
of building a $15 million dollar terminal facility in the parking
lot next to the Piggott Building, which was at least twice the
cost and provided no improvement to GO connections.
The Pan Am games issue came before Council, and I want
to express my thanks to those residents and members of the
Durand Neighbourhood Association who indicated their support to move forward with the bid. I held a meeting with the
neighbourhoods that would immediately be affected, namely
the host Central Neighbourhood, and the adjacent Beasley and
North End neighbours. The outcome was mostly positive, with
some obviously having concerns about the future of their properties should they be needed for the proposed facilities. A small
group wanted no part of the games, citing nuisance and cost.
The Hess Village review continues at a brisk pace. Significant staff resources have been applied to the issues we’re all
familiar with once the patio season begins. The Durand Neighbours have focused their attention on stopping new development from taking place, such as the new bar/restaurant being
constructed at 15 Hess South.
Continued on next page. . .
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Councillor’s Message (cont.)
My efforts are aimed at solving the problems that have
grown over the past 10 years, which have mostly to
do with what has or has not been done with regard
to policing and by-law enforcement. To this end we
have instituted neighbourhood patrols, paid for by
our own Downtown Renewal budget as a test program, which most agree have been affective. It’s our
hope that the Police Service will see the merits of
this and include it as part of their Downtown policing strategy and provide a budget. I have also placed
a moratorium on street festivals, following the unfortunate and “last straw” Mardi Gras of last spring.
Our review and recommendations will come forward
by the end of May, which should enable us to put
in place measures that will allow for a successful
Hess Village operation without the extremes of overcrowding and over-serving that lead to quality-of-life
problems for Durand and Central neighbourhoods.

President’s Remarks
“Change is an easy panacea. It takes character to stay
in one place and be happy there.”
Elizabeth Clarke Dunn
Sarah Matthews
Hess Village continues to be a thorn in the side of our
wonderful neighbourhood. As you know, the DNA does
not object to the expansion of the Hess Village entertainment district; it opposes the unfettered growth of
licensed capacity without a clear development plan.
The issues of police and public safety, theft, property damage
and noise have caused distress in
the Durand, Central, Kirkendall
and Strathcona neighbourhoods. In
2003, there were 13 bars in Hess
Village with a total licensed capacity of 3100. Today, Hess Village is
home to 18 bars and has a licensed
capacity of 5400 patrons.
The DNA wants to see the success
President,
of Hess Village continue but in a dif- DNA
Sarah
Matthews.
ferent direction. We do not want this
to simply be an area to attract 19to 23-year-olds drinking to excess with the nightclub
owners receiving the profit. With proper planning, the
abutting neighbourhoods and the entire City could receive a huge return if proper attention was paid to Hess
Village. Priority must be given to the infrastructure of
the area and the City needs to be more critical of the
type of establishments that are permitted to open in
the area.
In these days of “smart growth” and trying to attract residents to live in the City, the value of the Durand residential character should be recognized and
protected, not undermined. Thankfully, the City has
undertaken a review of the situation with recommendations for improvement and development to come forward by May of this year. Residents will have an opportunity to provide input.
For more details about the DNA position
on this topic,
please visit our website at
www.durandna.com/Projects.htm.
Thistle Site and Parkland Development. The
DNA supports the proposed development on the former Thistle Club site. The Thistle Club closed its doors
in 2002, and the building was demolished in 2004.
There have been three changes in ownership since
then, but the current owner, Dundurn Edge Developments Inc., has been very forthright and open with its
development plans. This site is vacant and creates an
eyesore in the neighbourhood and the City in general.
However, the $1 million Parkland Dedication fee that

Finally, concerns about lead
in drinking water
have
not
gone away. The
Province has just
released a report
indicating that
Hamilton
and
two other Cities
continue to show
high lead readings in CERTAIN tested areas. Details were not available at this writing. Last year at my request our Public
Health department began testing children ages 0 to
6 for blood lead levels, and unfortunately preliminary
results show there are children displaying levels above
the acceptable concentration. The work will continue
through the next few months and I expect a report
no later than the summer. In addition I was able to
convince staff to create a loans program that allows
home-owners wishing to replace the lead service pipes
in their homes to pay the cost over ten years on their
household water bill, which makes it very affordable.
The effects of lead on developing children are horrendous and the longer we delay solutions, the more
these children ingest this poison, and pay many ultimate prices.
Sincerely,
Bob Bratina, Councillor, Ward 2
Tel: 905 546 2711,
Fax: 905 546 2535 or
bbratina@hamilton.ca
For more information on Bob’s positions on neighbourhood and City issues, please see www.bobbratina.ca.
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the owner has been asked to pay is a huge impediment
to the initiation of the development. The DNA, therefore, took the opportunity to address this issue at the
Economic Development and Planning Committee meeting on January 20th. We asked the City to come up
with a suitable solution to this problem that would be
satisfactory to both the City and the owner/developer.
We proposed that a 5% of land value cap on this fee
would be suitable.
The Thistle is one proposed development. There is,
however, a larger issue that needed to be addressed. In
our opinion, the current Parkland By-Law negatively
impacts Hamilton’s downtown neighbourhoods. The
stipulation that Parkland funds must be used to acquire new parkland needs to be revisited. This money
is unavailable to the downtown neighbourhoods as
there is very little opportunity to purchase parkland in
such densely populated areas. We therefore requested
that City Staff specifically study and investigate the impact that Parkland Dedication fees have on our downtown renewal and development. This report should be
available shortly.
Return of the Supie. The Playlot Leader (popularly
known as “Supie”) is returning to the Durand Park this
summer. This is a free City-run drop-in program where
the Supie offers supervised games, crafts, and sports.
The program generally runs Mondays to Fridays during July and August. More details will follow closer to
the summer.
Until then, happy spring! Be sure to watch for the
daffodils in the park.
Please visit our website at www.durandna.com for
other news items that may be of interest to you. Have
a safe and happy spring!

Martin Maretzki, RHU - President
ax/iz financial solutions
T: (905) 522-7393 or 1 877 522-7394
F: (905) 522-7391
www.axizfinancial.com

Protecting Entrepreneurs & Professionals..no matter what
happens
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Humane Wildlife Removal & Animal Proofing
RACCOONS

SQUIRRELS

SKUNKS

BIRDS

BATS

MICE

s 2ECOMMENDED BY 30#!S AND (UMANE 3OCIETIES
s 4HE PIONEERS IN WILDLIFE CONTROL FOR  YEARS
s 0OISON FREE  HUMANE REMOVAL
INCLUDING MICE AND BATS
s &REE ON SITE CONSULTATION
s !NIMAL WASTE CLEANUP DECONTAMINATION
AND RE INSULATION SERVICES
s 'UARANTEED ANIMAL PROOFING FOR   YEARS
24/7
EMERG.
SERVICE

905-574-7777

www.humanewildlifecontrol.com
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The first evening was focused on showing how creating walkable neighbourhoods builds both public health
and strong communities. Perhaps surprisingly, it
turns out that simply making our neighbourhood more
walkable leads to many other benefits:

Walk and Bike for Life Workshop
Durand residents heard about the benefits of a walkable neighbourhood for health, safety and a strong community. Then we decided on some simple changes that
would help make the Durand more convenient, safe and
comfortable for pedestrians of all ages and abilities.

• Improved public health. Obesity is now at epidemic proportions in Canada, especially among
children. The obesity rate has jumped from
13.8% in 1979 to 23.1% in 2004! Walking as part
of a daily routine is associated with lower rates
of obesity and people will only walk if it feels safe
and convenient.

Nicholas Kevlahan

• Lower injury rates. Walkable streets are safer
streets: a child hit by a car at 60 km/h will die; a
child hit by a car at less than 30 km/h will suffer
only minor injuries. The more people walking, the
lower the injury rate, since motorists get used to
looking out for pedestrians (and yielding right of
way to them).
• Fairness. Even in the wealthiest neighbourhoods
about one third of residents do not drive: 30% of
those older than 60, 15% of those aged 18-60 and
everyone younger than 17. In the Durand this
percentage is certainly much higher. Those who
don’t drive have an equal right to use the streets
with safety, comfort and convenience. Having to
depend on someone else to get around reduces
personal freedom.

Gil Penalosa of Walk and Bike for Life.

February 3 and 4 the Durand Neighbourhood
Association and Hamilton Partners for Healthy
Weights hosted a workshop by Gil Penalosa of Walk Penalosa underlined the importance of walkable neighand Bike for Life:
bourhoods by pointing out that a good community is
“one where a five-year-old can ride his tricycle to the
“a Canadian based non-profit organization,
corner store to get an ice cream.” If Hamilton is really
with an international outlook. We are dedaiming to be “the best place to raise a child”, our chilicated to improve awareness of the benefits
dren should be able to walk to the corner store as well!
of walking and cycling as activities and of
After explaining the benefits of walkable neighboururban parks and trails as great places, and
hoods,
Penalosa addressed some of the challenges we
their impact on creating healthier communiface
in
getting
there. In Canada the two principal chalties where its residents live happier.”
lenges are:
Penalosa is originally from Bogotá (Colombia), where in
a few short years he revolutionized the city by building
• Pedestrians are not a priority. Since the 1950s
dozens of new parks, a bus rapid transit system, and
streets have been designed to maximize traffic
instituting car-free days (Ciclovia). As Gil points out,
(i.e. motor vehicle) flow. The needs of pedestrians
if a huge, poor city like Bogotá can quickly make maand cyclists are addressed (if at all) only if they
jor improvements, it should be no problem for Hamildon’t affect traffic flow. However, this is beginton! Since moving to Canada, he has been advising
ning to change. In Vancouver, the official priority
cities in North America and Europe on ways to imis: pedestrians, cyclists, transit, motor vehicles.
prove conditions for pedestrians and cyclists. One of
Hamilton is not there yet.
his fundamental principles is that a city that is good
for pedestrians and cyclists is a great place to live for
• A fear of change. As Penalosa said, Canadians
everyone. New York City is one of the biggest success
love studies. Instead of “Ready, aim, fire!”, here
stories: they’ve added cycle lanes on major streets,
it is “Ready, aim, aim, aim, aim,. . . .” We already
widened sidewalks and instituted car-free days. Again,
know that some changes are beneficial to pedesif NYC can find space on its busy streets for cyclists
trians (two-way conversion, lane narrowing, trafand pedestrians, so can Hamilton!
fic calming), and yet we continue to study even

O
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minor changes to death, and then never implement them. By the time we get around to thinking about implementing the results of a study, it’s
out of date . . . and we need to do a new study.
We need to shift to a culture of making constant
small improvements, and modifying what we do
based on the results.

streets, more pedestrian crossings, encouraging more
shops and businesses in the neighbourhood, planting
shrubs and trees as buffers between the sidewalk and
the roadway.

Penalosa then gave some general guidelines on what
works and what doesn’t work. In general, engineering
changes, such as lane narrowing, curb-outs, chicanes,
and sidewalk widening, work. Regulatory changes,
such as lowering the speed limit, or putting in a stop
sign, don’t work. This is because motorists drive at
the speed that feels comfortable and safe for them. On
a wide, straight road we’ll drive at 60 km/h in a 40
km/h zone as it feels safe. Of course, this speed is
safe for the motorist, but it is dangerous for the pedestrian. If the road is narrow, with lots of obstacles, the
Duranders coming up with solutions for encouraging
motorist will naturally slow down because it feels danpedestrians and cyclists.
gerous to drive faster. At 20-30 km/h motorists are
moving slowly enough to make eye contact with pedestrians, and are therefore more likely to notice and yield
The workshop was fascinating as well as productive,
to them.
and the DNA would like to thank all those who came
out on two very cold evenings in February to help make
the Durand a better place.
What’s next? Walk and Bike for Life will produce
a document summarizing the results of the workshop
and give copies to the DNA and the City of Hamilton.
The City has agreed to help work with the DNA to implement some the solutions we came up with, and you
can rest assured that we will be following up! If you
would like to make any suggestions for walking and
cycling improvements in the Durand, please contact
Nicholas Kevlahan at kevlahan@gmail.com.

Using the Internet to Promote
Hamilton’s History

Daryl Bender of the City of Hamilton discusses
pedestrian improvements with Durand residents.

A new website presents beautiful photographs of Hamilton’s impressive architectural heritage

The second day was a workshop where a group of
Durand residents came up with a list of simple and
cost-effective ways to make the Durand safer, more
comfortable and more convenient for pedestrians. We
were divided into four groups, and each group filled
out a worksheet prioritizing issues and suggesting solutions. Some of the solutions are what Penalosa calls
“Petunias”: cheap (or free) changes that can be implemented quickly. Examples of Petunias from our workshop include: organizing a car-free day on some of
the major streets in the Durand, holding a community
party in the Durand Park, increasing street parking
to calm traffic, painting “bike boxes” at traffic lights.
Some of the medium term (two-three year) solutions
suggested include: two-way conversion of all streets
(this was a popular one!), bike lanes on semi-arterial

Brian Kowalewicz
HistoricalHamilton.com is a website that features photographs of historical and architecturally significant
buildings in Hamilton. We are interested in presenting, promoting and preserving the history of Hamilton
with photography and interactive maps.
The project was started by Paul Dolanjski in 2006.
Paul is an avid photographer with a love of history and
historical architecture. Paul began working as an Internet programmer at a small web development company in the Durand neighbourhood. He was immediately impressed by the beautiful architecture he found
in this area. He started carrying around a camera and
taking snapshots as he explored the area. The site
7
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was made to showcase Paul’s photographs of local historical buildings, most of which he never even knew
existed.
It was Paul’s hope to change other people’s perceptions of the city, the way his had been changed through
exposure to our glorious architectural heritage.
By late 2007, it became apparent that many people
were visiting the site looking for photos and historical information. Paul decided to team up with me to
enhance the site. Like Paul, I work in the Internet industry. I also have great affection for Hamilton and
an intense interest in our past, as well as our future.

Improved By-law Enforcement
By-law enforcement is being enhanced in the City of
Hamilton and we are already seeing some results
Janice Brown
Law Enforcement (MLE) of Hamilton has
recently reorganized and as a result taken a very
tough approach on By-law Enforcement. Over the
winter, Parking & By-law Services has been extremely
proactive in enforcing Snow-Removal By-laws. Education and awareness have certainly been at the forefront. However as of February 19th, here are:

M

Now working as a
team, we redesigned the
site from the ground up.
So far, we have added
an interactive map feature, and started building a database of locations we’ve explored.
We are currently working
on creating a new interface for browsing the site.
We feel that the Internet is the perfect way to
introduce local history to
younger generations. In
addition to the website,
we are also working on
building online commu- Cathedral of Christ the
nities for those with an King.
interest in local history.
We maintain a group on the social networking website Facebook and on the photography network Flickr.
We also have a presence on the emerging social media
network Twitter.
We
sincerely
want to thank the
Durand Neighbourhood
Association
for its efforts in heritage conservation.
We owe a huge debt
of gratitude to you
for fighting to keep
so many beautiful buildings from
The Bell Telephone Exchange.
falling under the
wrecking ball.

UNICIPAL

Ward 2 Snow Stats
• Complaints – 197
• Fee for Service Charges – 2 ($466.00)
• Notices to Comply issued – 33
• Work orders sent to Public Works – 4 (Costs added
to Property Taxes)
As a reminder, you have 24 hours after a snowfall
to clear your property. To not do so creates thick icy
buildups on our sidewalks. This leads to nasty injuries
from slips and falls. Thank you to all those Duranders
who have complied and helped to make this a great
pedestrian-friendly neighbouhood. For those who have
not, the DNA encourages you to first speak with your
neighbour to ask if they need help, or perhaps give
them a gentle reminder of the consequences, most importantly for the safety of residents and others who use
our streets. For the elderly and perhaps disabled who
do need help, there are assistance programs such as
Helping Hands (905 546-3057) or Snow Angels (905
523-1910).
However, should you have no success in dealing
with those who do not comply, please contact Municipal Law Enforcement Section at 905 546-2782 during
business hours or 905 546-CITY (2489) after business
hours.
And we all know that spring and summer will certainly bring a new set of problems.
Violations of By-laws (enforced by MLE): Animal
waste not cleaned on private property, Barking dogs,
Garbage and debris, Graffiti, Illegal dumping, Illegal
use of property (zoning), Inoperable vehicle(s), Long
grass and weeds, Prohibited activities on municipal
property, Sign by-law, Snow and ice on City sidewalks,
Unauthorized or prohibited use of water.
Property Standards: Inadequate heat for residential properties, Notice (Animal/Domestic/Industrial),
Plumbing, Roofs, Stairs, Windows, Vacant Buildings.
8
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www.myhamilton.ca/myhamilton/
of street people, or vagrants, who seem to have come
CityandGovernment/CityDepartments/PlanningEcDev into our area.
/MunicipalLawEnforcement/ Or call 905 546-2782.
JM: What are some of the changes you have
seen in the neighbourhood since you opened?
LC: There seems
to be a 10-year cyJennifer interviews the owner of a well-known Durand cle of good years
shop about coffee and changes on James South since and bad years.
1973
Huge loss of offices
meant hundreds of
Jennifer Matthews
people gone off our
street. Lunch hour
used to be very A wide selection of teas and cofbusy with walking fees is available.
traffic but not anymore.
JM: Your place always seems busy — any plans for
expansion?
LC: Those days are over. Expansion should have
been done 30 years ago, before Second Cup took over.
I’m happy with what we have — maybe a few more feet
would be nice!

The House of Java

Oral Communication Festival
Central Public School hosts a public speaking contest

Laurie Clifford, owner of the House of Java.

Debbie Rundle, Principal
House of Java is a well-known coffee stop for
regulars at 166 James St S. A quaint, fabuloussmelling little shop, there are always some delicious
treats to browse among as you sip your coffee and chat
with the friendly staff. I had the chance to interview
owner Laurie Clifford about business life in Durand.

T

HE

On
Tuesday, February
17,
Central
School
held
our Oral Communication
Festival. We
were delighted
to have Louise
Lieberman
and
Mavis
Brown, both
retired teachers, and Jeff
Feswick, president of Historia Building Restoration as
our judges. They had a tough decision choosing our
first, second and third-place winners. Lia Jacobs, our
champion, went on to compete in the Cluster (area)
Festival and came back to Central with the third-place
medal. Congratulations to all the students who participated, for a job well done!

JM: How would you describe House of Java?
LC: I have heard some people say they think it’s like
a store they’ve been to in Britain. You know — those
quaint little shops that cram lots into a small space.
JM: How long have you been open? Have you always
been on James St?
LC: We have been on James St since 1973. A year
before we were on the old market. My grandmother
had the shop on King St in the sixties. The lineage goes
even farther back. There is a great picture in the store
of the parade on D-day with people packed on King St,
and in the centre behind the crowd is the Java Nut and
Coffee Shop.
JM: What do you like about being in this location?
LC: We’ve been there so long there’s a familiarity
with the neighbourhood and the clientele.
JM: Is there anything you don’t like about being in
this location?
LC: I miss all the office towers that have disappeared
over the years. The loss of traffic has had an effect on
the businesses that have left the area. Also the number
9
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Durand Park

Spring 2009

Janice Brown

Features:

• Climbers

• Talk tubes

• Slides

• X-wave

• Zipline

• Spinners

• Basketball
hoops

• Bridges

• Overheads

• Motion
10
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Playground

Coming Soon!

Fitness Station
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Durand Beautiful
The Trillium awards encourage residents to beautify
their properties
Janice Brown
It takes more than
bricks and mortar
to make a house a
home. The same
could be said of
our neighbourhood
and for that matter the entire city
of Hamilton. The
Trillium
Awards
Program for the
City of Hamilton is
a volunteer-driven organization that awards residents
and businesses, both large and small, who take the
time and care to beautify their properties though creative and well-designed landscaping. Their properties
add colour and texture to the City of Hamilton thereby
making this city a better place to live. The aim of the
Trillium Awards Program is to encourage those who
make a horticultural contribution to the City.
Beginning in June, volunteer judges with the Program
assess every property in the City of Hamilton. The
city is divided into zones, and each judge is assigned a
zone, judging properties based on various criteria that
include Curb Appeal, Landscaping Maintenance and

Design. The White Trillium Award is given to two residents in each zone (a total of 4 White Trilliums will
be awarded in Durand). The Pink Trillium Award is
given to one resident in each ward and the coveted Red
Trillium Award, the grand prize, is given to the finest
property in the city.
Last year a property on St Clair Blvd won this wonderful award. To inspire us all I have included a picture
of this property.
By the time you are reading this, I hope you have plans
to spruce up your gardens. You just might find a trillium in your flowerbed this summer.
Judging this year
White Trillium: Friday June 12 – Friday July 17
Pink Trillium: Saturday August 1 – Sunday August 9
Red Trillium: Week of August 17th
Do you love Gardening?
Do you have some time in June and early July?
The Trillium Awards Program is looking for judges
for the 2009 season. Anyone can contribute to
the community by becoming a volunteer judge.
No experience is necessary. All you need to do is
have a love of gardening and attend the Judges’
Workshop on Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 7:00pm
in the Hamilton Spectator Auditorium (TBC).
For more information, please contact Dianne
Brunetti, chairperson Hamilton Trillium Awards
at 905-383-1065 or trilliumawards@hamilton.ca

As someone who lives and works in the area,
I have grown to love this part of Hamilton.
Durand is a unique and historic
neighbourhood and I am proud to support the
DNA.
MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE CALL …
JOYCE
For a free Market Evaluation

Coldwell Banker
Pinnacle Real Estate, Brokerage
[905] 522-1110

Joyce Hodgskiss
Sales Representative

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca
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dr. sheldon salaba
optometrist

advancedvision.ca

\
\
\
\

signed,
sealed,
delivered

in style

optical boutique
contact lens services
optometric eye examinations
lasik & surgical co-management

Open Tuesday - Saturday | Free Parking
new patients & emergencies welcome

67 queen street south, hamilton
905.540.EYES (3937)
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Fighting Time
The jousting knights of the Birks clock remain part of
Hamilton’s living history
Graham Crawford of Hamilton HIStory + HERitage
things do just what they were designed to do.
Toasters toast bread.
Traffic lights control traffic. Washing machines clean
clothes. But sometimes, even while things are doing what they were designed to do, they take on a
broader meaning in our lives. A cast iron fence becomes a piece of history, or art, or both. A neon
sign, like the Pagoda’s at John and King streets, becomes so much more than a slightly kitsch approximation of something meant to suggest ‘foreign’. Sometimes, those things become part of who we are. Part
of how we define ourselves. Part of our culture.
The Birks Clock is one
of those things. It was
designed to tell time,
but not in any ordinary
way. Since it was first
installed on the southeast corner of King and
James on what was then
called the Birks Building in 1930, the Englishmade fanciful clock that
marks time by releasing
jousting knights on the
quarter hour, has been
part of Hamilton’s culture. It has fascinated
kids, including me back
in 1959 when I first saw
the knights jousting as a
five-year-old having just
arrived from England. It
The Birks Clock.
became the meeting spot
for teenagers and adults alike. For decades it was common for people to say,“I’ll meet you under the Birks
clock”.
Thérèse Charboneau is someone who knows a lot
about the Birks clock. In fact, it’s part of her job as
Senior Conservator in the Culture Division of the City
of Hamilton. From statues, to fountains, to museums,
to clocks, Thérèse ensures the cultural assets owned
by the citizens of Hamilton don’t succumb to the ravages of time, not to mention the plentiful gifts offered
by our pigeon population. “The Birks clock is an important piece of art in its own right, but it’s also very
interesting how important it is to the people of Hamilton and how iconic it has become.

S

OMETIMES ,

All 17 feet of the 2,000-pound clock are about to be
restored by the City of Hamilton under the watchful eye
of Thérèse Charbonneau, but this restoration is much
more than a simple paint job.
As Thérèse puts it, “There are a number of considerations involved in the restoration of the clock including looking at the metal, the corrosion, the clockworks,
and the original intent of the designer, Kruger Gray, so
that we keep close to his design philosophy, including determining the original colours used on the clock.
With outdoor pieces such as the Birks clock, it may be
difficult, even using microscopy, to determine original
colours. But that’s all part of the discovery process
involved in restoration.
The clock has had a number of homes since it was
first installed. Just before the Birks building was demolished to make way for the Stanley Roscoe-designed
modern building called 1 James South, the clock was
removed. Over $30,000 was spent renovating the
clock, including the removal of all of the original windup clockworks and repainting of all of its elements.
When the new building was complete, the clock was
re-attached to the building in its original position on
the corner of the building. The Birks company, which
owned the clock and which was an investor in the new
building, decided to step out of the deal. Birks had
opened up a new store in Jackson Square. So, the
clock was removed and sent to a warehouse in Toronto.
Finally, after much public discussion, the clock was
placed outside the main entrance to Jackson Square
on what can best be described as a not very dignified
column. Later, the clock stopped working. Eventually,
the clock was given to the City of Hamilton to look after.
Public Works was responsible for the clock until 2006,
when it was given over to the Culture Division which
moved it to safe storage at the Hamilton Museum of
Steam and Technology in the east end.
It was at a public meeting in 2008 regarding ideas
for the renovations to the Hamilton Farmers’ Market
where it was suggested the renovated market would be
a great new home for the clock. That’s exactly what’s
going to happen.
This time, after being fully restored, the clock will
again be visible to all Hamiltonians, at least those who
visit the renovated Hamilton Farmers’ Market when it
reopens in 2010. The famous clock will be given a
place of honour, right in the centre of the two-storey
court in the heart of the market. It’ll be positioned so
that you’ll be able to say,“I’ll meet you under the Birks
clock” once again. Perhaps you’ll be meeting up with
friends or family to sit and have a coffee in the new
food court; or to eat some fresh baked goods; or to do
some market shopping for dinner.
While it’s true to say that neither the Birks clock,
nor the Farmers’ Market, started out where they’re
both ending up, linking two of Hamilton’s cultural
icons in a single space is a bit of history all on its
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own. Go online and hear Thérèse Charbonneau disSquirrels are also rude houseguests and enjoy scurcuss the restoration of the Birks clock in conversation rying about at all times of the day and night. They are
with Graham Crawford of Hamilton HIStory + HER- often attracted to roof, attic and wall spaces around
itage at www.historyandheritage.ca.
bedrooms because they are quiet. But continuous
feeding, gnawing and baby tending is not conducive
to your well-needed night’s sleep. These animals are
famous for chewing through anything, including elecNew House Guests Arriving Soon
trical wires and roof trusses. That damage can be very
hazardous to the safety and integrity of your home.
Do not ignore wild animals living in your house
And they too carry parasites such as bed bugs, fleas
Bill Dowd, President, Humane Wildlife Control (905 574- and mites. So the bottom line is if you think you have
7777) and Durand resident
unwanted house guests, you need to get them to leave
as soon as possible. If you can do this before the babies are born, it is much easier and much less stressful
E warned that there are some unwanted house
guests who might be moving in pretty soon. In for the mothers. Raccoons and squirrels usually have
fact, they might already be living there and are even a number of backup den and nesting sites in the area
planning on raising their family under your roof! If where they can relocate.
So as you begin to emerge from your own winter
this residential intrusion sounds peculiar, for the estihibernation,
look for signs of increased wildlife activmated 50 or more raccoons and hundreds of squirrels
ity
around
your
home, keep garbage out for as short
who live in the Durand Neighbourhood, it’s often just
a
time
as
possible
and trim tree branches that extend
a matter of urban survival.
close
to
your
house.
Also, consider hiring a profesAs our long winter begins to melt away in the comsional
wildlife
removal
company who will not only reing weeks, nature will be going though its yearly cymove
your
guests
humanely,
but make sure that your
cle of renewal. Urban wildlife such as raccoons and
guest
accommodations
are
reserved
for human friends.
squirrels are having their babies in anticipation of new

B

food sources and warmer temperatures. Roofs, attics and walls provide perfect shelter for these creatures, especially in older neighbourhoods like ours.
And while the family dog or cat might provide a slight Citizens’ Police College
deterrence, they are nothing compared to the predators in the “real” wilderness such as coyotes. So, why The DNA’s president tells us what she learnt about comnot stay awhile and enjoy the luxury of house living? munity policing
Sarah Matthews
While it might
Issues of community safety continue to be one of the
be nice to have a
greatest concerns for Durand residents. The Durand
cute family of racNeighbourhood Association works with the Hamilton
coons sharing your
Police Service to provide its members with relevant in“guest accommoformation about criminal activity in our neighbourdations,” they can
hood. The two main ways that the DNA interacts
actually pass along
with the Hamilton Police Service is through the atsome
unwanted
tendance of our Crime Manager, Sergeant Chris Zafiridiseases.
des, at our monthly DNA Board of Directors meetings,
You may recall
and through the DNA participation on the Superintena very tragic story
dent’s Community Advisory Committee, which meets
last year of a young
approximately every two months. Currently, I am the
Hamilton boy who
DNA representative on the Superintendent’s CommuRacoon
damage
can
be
costly.
was infected by
nity Advisory Committee. At the September 2008 meeta parasite called
Baylisascaris. It is found in raccoon feces, and if in- ing, Superintendent Bill Stewart advised the Commithaled or ingested, can cause severe neurological prob- tee that the police have a “Citizens’ Police College,
lems. The boy’s family was unaware of this danger and which is a free course held every year for 25 people
believe that he may have tracked the parasite in on his who are interested in learning about policing issues. I
clothes or shoes. Raccoons are also quite destructive, signed up. It was a great experience.
Citizens’ Police College is an informal lecture-style
using anything they can get their strong little paws on,
presentation
course, detailing the workings of various
including sheathing, insulation, shingles and siding.
And, well you can imagine what happens when these
animals use your attic for a bathroom . . .
15
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units and branches within the Hamilton Police Service.
Its purpose is to educate the public about the procedures that police follow in a variety of circumstances.
It is hoped that the attendees gain a better understanding of the police role and thereby act as ambassadors
in the community.
The course ran for 8 consecutive Thursday evenings
for 2 hours at the Central Station. Constable Christine Luciw was our hard-working and fun instructor.
In addition to her lessons, she organized the guest
presenters from the
units and branches.
I thoroughly enjoyed
getting to know my fellow classmates, most
of whom were contemplating a career in
law enforcement. Others, like me, were
there on behalf of their
neighbourhood associations.
The
course
included
enlightening
presentations
from
Major Fraud, Crime
Stoppers, Victim Services, and the Canine Unit.
I found
the Homicide Unit
presentation by Sgt.
Greg Jackson to be
the most interesting
and the most gruesome. To my dismay, I
learned that TV shows
like CSI are basically
fairy tales. In general,
solving a murder is a

long and arduous process.
My favourite presentation came from Detective Mike
Hall of the B.E.A.R. Unit (Break, Enter, Auto, and
Robbery). The B.E.A.R. Unit is a specialized unit
that deals with commercial B&Es (think convenience
stores), the theft of high end vehicles which typically
end up at chop shops, and armed robbery. Detective Hall is a true-blue cop. He is hard working and
deeply committed to his job. He was brutally honest about the violent nature of the cases he works
on and yet he spoke so compassionately when he described the experiences of the victims of these crimes.
This
is
not
a job for the
faint of heart.
I was simply
amazed by some
of
the
video
footage
that
we
watched.
I couldn’t believe that these
crimes
happened right here
in
downtown
Sarah ‘graduating’ from Citizens’ PoHamilton;
I
lice College.
swear to you
when I say that
it looked like South-central L.A. to me. Not only do I
have an even greater respect for the police in our City,
I have a brand new respect for store owners, clerks
and bank tellers.
And then the highlight of the course, our graduation ceremony, complete with a valedictorian, diplomas, photo ops with the Big Shots, and food! I highly
recommend Citizens’ Police College to anyone wanting
an in-depth look at the workings of the Hamilton Police
Service.

Crime Stats for 2008
Police Beat Tracker Results Show Increases & Decreases in Durand Crime
Chris Zafirides, crime manager, Hamilton Police Service
TYPE OF CRIME
Robberies
Break & Enter
Stolen Autos
Theft From Vehicles

JAN
4
6
6
8

FEB
2
2
7
17

MAR
0
4
5
28

APR
3
5
9
26

MAY
2
3
3
34

JUN
1
5
3
18

JUL
1
8
5
23

• Please note the very high number of thefts from autos.
• Please Remember to REPORT! REPORT!
Call 911 for Emergencies Non Emergencies call 905 546 4925
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AUG
3
7
2
7

SEP
0
5
1
11

OCT
0
1
4
18

NOV
0
5
3
2

DEC
2
2
3
35

TOTAL
20
53
51
227
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Pets of the Durand
LULU Purdy
Age: 2 1/2 years
Breed: Apricot pug
Favourite Food: Peanut butter
Most Lovable Trait: My really loud snoring
Favourite Place to Hang Out: Daddy’s lap
Favorite Phrase: “Are you hungry?”

LEROY Purdy
Age: 3 1/2 months
Breed: Black pug
Favourite Food: Yogurt
Most Lovable Trait: My squeaky little bark
Favourite Place to Hang Out: Mommy’s lap
Favorite Phrase: “Want some... (Insert anything here)?”

CHARLIE
Age: 5
Breed: Shi-poo (although not very shi at all)
Favourite Food: Peanut butter
Most Lovable Trait: Too many to pick just one
Favourite Phrase: Charlie want a “Cookie”
Favourite Place to Hang Out: Any high peak at Durand Park

EDDIE Hanson Edwards
Age: 1
Breed: Golden doodle
Favourite Food: Turkey, pepperoni and spam
Most Lovable Trait: Happy-go-lucky with a distinctive burp
Favourite Place to Hang Out: Bruce Trail

17

Spring 2009

Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association

Around and About and Above and Beyond
Farmers’ Market & Library
Hopefully as you are reading this, construction will have begun to renovate the Hamilton Farmers’ Market
and Central Library as part of an initiative to revitalize York Boulevard between Bay and James Streets. The
Hamilton Farmers’ Market has moved to a temporary location in Jackson Square during the renovations,
near Dollarama and the food court. The Market will remain open in that location until approximately Fall
2010. The York Boulevard entrances to both the Market and the Central Library will be closed during the
renovations. To access both facilities, please use the doors located beside Good Life Fitness or any other
entrance into Jackson Square and follow the signs.
The Central Library, excluding the main level, will be open to the public during the renovation project.
Once construction begins, a new Library storefront in Jackson Square will open for visitors to pick up
items on hold and borrow popular material. All other services and book collections will move from the
main level to the upper floors of the Central Library. The public auditorium will not be available during the
renovation project.
The Public Works Department’s plans for street and infrastructure improvements to York Boulevard between Bay and James Streets are being coordinated with the renovation of the Farmers’ Market and Central
Library facilities, as well as the York Boulevard Streetscape Master Plan. These enhancements will complement the final design of the renovated Farmers’ Market and Central Library. Facility and road construction,
as well as streetscape enhancements, are all expected to be completed by fall 2010.
For more information about the Hamilton Farmers’ Market and Central Library renovation project, please
visit www.hamilton.ca/foodforthought.

Dundas Valley School of Art: 39th Annual Art Auction
Saturday April 18, 2009 at 7pm
Over 1500 original works of art from established and new artists & estate items. Oils, Pastels,
Watercolours, Sculpture, Pottery, Jewellery.
Free Previews: Thursday April 16 & Friday April 17, 9am - 9pm Saturday, April 18, 9am - 5pm
Silent Auction bids accepted during these hours
Admission is $20 in advance, $25 at the door
21 Ogilvie Street, Dundas, Ontario 905 628 6357

The Players’ Guild of Hamilton Presents: Jenny’s House of Joy
A comedy by Norm Foster
May 1, 2, 7, 8, 9*, 14, 15, 16*
Jenny’s House of Joy, one of the latest from Hamilton area’s own Norm Foster, this theatrical offering is a
four-alarm hit. Labeled a sassy treat by the Spec’s Gary Smith, it is funny, touching and ripe with enough
comic surprises to keep you engaged to the very end. We are treated to a birds-eye view of life in a small
western town. The heart of all polite society is laid bare as the women in Jenny’s “House” reveal their
clients’ best wishes ...and some of their own!
Call us at 905 529 0284 to order tickets

Check this out
Free downloadable dictionary & thesaurus for Windows users, called Word Web (www.wordweb.info/free).
It lets you look up words in almost any program. Simply hold down the CTRL key and right-mouse-click on
a word, and a small window pops up with the definition, synonyms, antonyms and links to Wikipedia.org
and other sites.
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Around and About and Above and Beyond
3rd Annual Tastes of Downtown Hamilton Restaurant Walking Tour
DATE: May 24, 2008 - 11:00 AM - 3:30 PM
LOCATION: Downtown Hamilton
AUDIENCE: Adults
COST: $50 includes a taxable receipt
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Alanna Bottrell 905-526-8482x255
Or email: abottrell@goodwillonline.ca.

Hilda and Mary’s June Tea
Whitehern Historic House & Garden
In the 1930’s, the Misses McQuesten held a June tea for the Woman’s Missionary Society. In their honour,
we offer the sale of proper tea including sandwiches and sweets. Enjoy your tea in the garden while
listening to the first of our free concert series, Wednesdays at Whitehern.
DATE: Wednesday, June 24
TIME: 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
AGES: ALL
COST: $5.00 for adults. $3.00 for children.

Welcome New Duranders: Why Jenna and Jeff choose the Durand
Not only did they choose to make their home in Durand, Jenna
also opened her business in Hamilton. Please visit her web site at
www.jennarose.ca for more information. But now here are their impressions of our great neighbourhood and city. She has incorporated the
Durand architecture into her spring collection. Do you recognize these
homes?
“After eight months of living here, the architecture is still one of my
favorite things about the city. We walk our dog around the Durand neighbourhood daily and I never tire of looking at the rows of old homes. The
above images are of the homes that inspired my spring 09 print, ’Houses’.
I enjoy drawing the details in the brickwork and windows. The houses
that look so similar at first glance have so many beautiful differences in
the details.”
Jenna Rose is an independent company that produces hand-made
fashion and home accessories. It was founded by designer and maker
Jenna Greenberg in 2006 and is located in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.
Each design is initially drawn by hand and each piece is screen-printed in house using water-based
pigments and natural materials. The printed colours are hand mixed in small quantities and colour
combinations are limited to very small runs. This small-scale, hands-on method of production results in a
wide variety of colour ways produced each season and each piece being slightly different from one another.

It’s coming!
Durand Neighbourhood Garage Sale is returning on Saturday May 30. We are looking for a small committee to help organize this year’s sale. Are you interested?
Contact jedbrown2003@sympatico.ca or call 905 523-8737
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Durander Calendar
April 10

May 2 & 3

May 31

James North Art Crawl

Doors Open Hamilton

April 10

May 8

AGH Family Fun Day
Italian Architecture

Good Friday

James North Art Crawl

April 12

May 10

Easter Sunday

Mother’s Day

June 12
James North Art Crawl

June 12-14

AGH Family Fun Day
da Vinci day

May 18

Hamilton Waterfront
Wingfest

Victoria Day

June 20

April 28

May 27-29

Picnic in the Park

Diana Krall at Hamilton
Place

Geritol Follies
Hamilton Place

June 21

April 26
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Father’s Day

