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This summer, we (with help from Dennis Baker) did a small traffic study,
trying to assess the effects of the closure of the Queen Street Hill on traffic
headed northbound on Hess Street South into downtown. Prior to the closure,
we noticed that traffic from the south to the north was extremely heavy from 7
until 9 a.m. We suspected that one problem was commuters coming down the
Queen Street hill, who are forced off Queen Street South because it becomes
one-way (in the opposite direction) and who then quickly turn onto Hess to
carry on into downtown or further onto York Boulevard.

Basically, we counted cars headed north on three days before the Queen
Street hill was closed (May 27th, May 29th and May 30th) and then counted
traffic on two days while the hill was closed. The assumption here is that any
reduction or change in traffic patterns between the two sets of days is presumably
attributable to the closure of the hill. I counted cars on Wednesday August 28th
and Friday September 6th (after school had let back in).

The total traffic counts for the study are in Table 1 and then presented
visually in the graph below. Over the three days before the hill was
closed, we counted an average of 405 cars. Over the two days after the
hill was closed, we counted an average of 248 cars, a 38.7% reduction
in traffic.

1



Table 1: Traffic Count Pre-Closure

Time Pre-Closure Post-Closure
May 27 May 29 May 30 Total Aug 28 Sep 6 Total

700 31 27 35 93 35 18 53
715 45 36 36 117 30 27 57
730 65 40 51 156 30 23 53
745 56 70 76 202 35 21 56
800 53 46 54 153 51 37 88
815 65 45 110 33 35 68
830 67 64 131 37 34 71
845 44 46 90 37 14 51
Total 426 374 252 1052 288 209 497
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Effect of Queen Street Closure on Hess Street Traffic

Clearly this suggests that traffic on Hess Street South, headed northbound,
has dropped off substantially since the Queen Street Hill has been closed, which
suggests that commuters were using Hess as a thoroughfare.

There are some limitations to this work, it should be noted. We only counted
cars going northbound on Hess Street, because that’s what we were interested
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in testing. This is not a comprehensive traffic study. Moreover, we only counted
cars on 5 days, three days before the closure and 2 days after the closure. Lastly,
we’re amateurs, not professionals.

Having said that, these data should give residents of Durand and Hess Street
South, in particular, cause for concern. There are several mitigation measures
that could be taken to dissuade drivers from using Hess as a thoroughfare. For
example, there could be more stop signs installed or there could be a “no left
turn” policy instituted and enforced at Herkimer and Hess between 7 and 9 on
weekdays, requiring commuters to go on to Bay Street, which is one-way, less
residential and more suited to through traffic. Lastly, and this is the big reform,
does this not give evidence for converting Queen Street to two-way traffic so
that when commuters come down off the mountain, they are not forced onto
residential side streets, as is currently the case?
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