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Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association WINTER 2015

The Durand Neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded 
by Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment 
and Queen Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000 
Hamiltonians. The Durand Neighbourhood Association (DNA) 
was established in 1972 as a politically independent com-
munity organization and chartered as a not-for-profit Provincial 
Corporation. It is the DNA’s vision to be the model downtown 
community that protects heritage while creating a diverse, 
sustainable and vibrant future. Please contact us at any time 
with questions, comments or concerns about the neighbour-
hood or if you are interested in volunteering, joining or renew-
ing your membership.
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Outgoing President’s Remarks
Janice Brown

Thank you 

This will be the last time that I will be addressing you as your 
President.  I have had an outstanding three years as President 
and have had the pleasure of working with an excellent, hard-
working, knowledgeable and passionate group of individuals.   

This year has been particularly rewarding as we accomplished 
so much together; Canada 150 Grant for St Marks, Durand 
Park Revitalization, protected bike lanes for Herkimer and 
Charlton, successful community events including 100 in 1Day 
and our  Annual Movie Night and so much more.  

Thank you Geoff, Ann, Barb, Frances, Dennis, Roberta, Jon, 
Chris, Yonatan and Wes.

I encourage you to be active with the Association.  Please 
volunteer your time and skills.  And if you would like to take a 
more active role, email president@durandna.com. 

Frances Murray

I am honoured to introduce myself as the new President of 
the Durand Neighbourhood Association.  The opportunity to 
serve in this role on the board of the oldest neighbourhood 
association in Hamilton is an unexpected pleasure.

For those who don’t know me, 2015/2016 is my fourth year 
on the board of directors of the DNA.  I’ve lived in the Durand 
neighbourhood since December 2010, and I feel I’ve finally 
arrived “home”.   I joined the Association in 2012 and was 
immediately impressed with the board of directors -- it’s a 
small, hard-working group with the goal of advocating for this 
neighbourhood and its residents as well as the overall inter-
ests of Hamilton’s core. 

 Janice Brown has been an unbelievable mentor to me. Her 
passion for this neighbourhood is without equal -- I can’t hope 
to fill her shoes, but will attempt to do my best for this neigh-

Incoming President’s Remarks
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Jason Farr

Hello and Happy Holidays, Duranders. During this festive 
season I am happy to share some encouraging words as we 
skate toward a new year (2016 - can you believe it?) and with 
continued momentum in our downtown and in your neighbour-
hood. 

Recently, our City Manager, Chris Murray, reported to a sold-
out Chamber of Commerce breakfast that the City of Hamilton 
Council is building on the momentum.  He reviewed some 
very successful council initiatives and did not shy away from 
presenting some of our challenges as well. For example, while 
our assessment grew eight per cent in the last quarter (greater 
than Toronto and Vancouver), Mr. Murray noted Council’s 
challenge and commitment to be certain we do all we can to 
provide for housing across this city. Paying special attention to 
the needs of the bulk of our population that is indeed aging.  

Chris made note of our city’s challenge with an increasing 
infrastructure deficit. Of course, Hamilton is not alone with this 
challenge, but we are hopeful the new federal government will 
soon make good on the commitment to assist in this area. 

There is no argument that downtown has received a great deal 
of positive attention in the last five years. We have a burgeon-
ing arts scene receiving greater support from Council (an ad-
ditional 500k in funding) and a Supercrawl recently recognized 
as the best by Ontario Culture and Tourism. A Supercrawl that 
sees a city council now offering an annualized 100k commit-
ment to this amazing annual arts and music festival that brings 
our core over $8 million in economic spin-offs and hundreds of 
thousands of visitors.  

City-wide, 2015 was another year above $1 billion worth of 
building permits, and much of that building is going on in our 
core. We have committed more funds and strategic attention 
to waterfront development, pledging the area to be shovel-
ready for 2018. We have been engaging at greater heights on 
West Harbour Development, the Transportation Master Plan 
(that we trust will fix our Queen Street South issues), the Com-
munity Improvement Plan Review and as Chair of the LRT sub-
committee, I can tell you that while the timelines to build are 

ambitious, with the talented pool of professionals at the table, 
it is very doable. 

One of what I believe is the most tremendous of investments, 
is the investment we started to make a few years ago in early 
child-care.  Our program began with 2100 children on a wait-
list for this service just a few years ago.  Today, I am happy 
to report that number is now zero. That’s 2100 young chil-
dren learning and growing in healthy environments while their 
parents now have the time to work or go to school. Our recent 
report noted that for every dollar council invests in early child-
care, we get seven dollars in return. A very important invest-
ment in building on our momentum to be sure. 

And with hyper-local investments, you undoubtedly have 
noticed the $750k Durand Park construction on now. Soon, 
an additional substantial sum will come from our Ward 2 area 
rating capital reserve to put a very proper Victorian-style fence 
around the finished product. Safe for the kids to play ball and 
aesthetically pleasing for your one and only park in Hamilton’s 
dense Durand neighbourhood.   

An additional $400k of our area rating capital reserve will 
be put toward the St. Mark’s restoration and while we have 
not narrowed down a number yet, in order to fulfill safer and 
more accommodating Herkimer and Charlton Bike-lane(s) that 
protect cyclists, maintains parking and includes effective snow 
removal, there will be an additional contribution to this end. 

Also look forward to some near future investments at the Au-
gusta and James crossing that should include some beautifica-
tion to this busy passage and more safe and complete Durand 
street initiatives in the short term too.  

So much is happening now and in our coming 2016. I hope all 
you take some time to relax and enjoy Christmas and celebrate 
this momentum with all your friends, family and fellow Durand-
ers.  

All the best.

Jay

Councillor’s Remarks

bourhood and the DNA.  

Hamilton is a great place to live, with so much potential to be 
even better, and I think the Durand is the best neighbourhood in 
this city.  I feel very lucky to live here and to have a position on 
the Durand Neighbourhood Association Board.  I hope to meet 
as many of our members as possible over the next few months.

The slate of your Board of Directors for 2015/2016:

Dennis Baker  Janice Brown Jon Dalton
Roberta Harman Barb Henderson, Treasurer
Frances Murray, President Christopher Redmond
Ann Renee Andree, Secretary Geoff Roche, Vice-President
Yonatan Rozenszajn Wesley Jamieson

Incoming President’s Remarks (cont’d)
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Herkimer/Charlton West Bike Lanes Background
Sara Mayo 

In fall of 2014 the city began informing local residents of the 
impending installation of bike lanes on Herkimer and Charlton 
West as recommended in Hamilton’s Cycling Master Plan. 

While many residents were happy to see these lanes were 
finally going to be installed after so many years of being in the 
plans, some residents were concerned that the proposed lanes 
would be fairly “pedestrian” and not meet more current stan-
dards for safety and accessibility.  

The residents, with support from the Durand Neighbourhood 
Association, called for the lanes on both Herkimer and Char-
lton to be between the curb and the parking lane (instead 
of between parking and the travel lane as proposed) to offer 
a greater degree of protection from car traffic. As well, they 
argued that the bike lane on Herkimer needed to be on the 
left side of the road (i.e. north side) instead of the right/south 
side, since almost all bike traffic turns left from Herkimer to 
destinations north of the street (due to the presence of the 
escarpment, there are few destinations on the south side of 
Herkimer). 

Ward 2 Councilor, Jason Farr, was especially supportive of this 
vision for high-quality bike lanes. City staff have been open to 
changes in the design and have drafted a new set of plans to 
reflect these ideas.

The residents argued that Herkimer and Charlton are a perfect 
location for Hamilton’s first parking protected bike lanes. There 
are already a high number of commuter cyclists who use these 
streets, so adding these protected bike lanes will increase their 
safety.  The extra protection of these lanes will also encour-
age new cyclists including seniors and families with children to 
cycle to nearby destinations.

These two streets serve a very high number of destinations, 
and these high quality bike lanes will help further encourage 
cycling for short trips.  Destinations directly served by these 
bike lanes include:

5 SoBi hubs �
4 churches �
3 schools �
2 parks �
2 major commercial districts �
1 recreation centre �
1 major employer �
Hamilton’s densest neighbourhood (Durand) �

The presence of numerous SoBi hubs is another factor point-
ing to the need for high quality bike lanes. SoBi has been 
instrumental in re-introducing cycling as an everyday activity 

for thousands of Hamiltonians, but a common complaint they 
receive is that new riders wish there were more safe places to 
ride in Hamilton. 

In addition, the street calming provided by bike lanes will ben-
efit residents who don’t ride a bicycle but walk or live on these 
streets. The bike lanes will reduce travel lanes that are current-
ly around 3.5 to 4.5 metres wide to about 3.0m wide in most 
places, which will reduce the incidence of speeding while still 
allowing the current volume of cars to flow on these streets. 

There is growing evidence that narrower travel lanes are safer 
for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers. The City of Toronto now 
aims to have travel lanes on minor arterial roads (which is the 
classification for Herkimer and Charlton West) to be 3m wide 
(with a minimum of 2.8m and a maximum of 3.3m where 
necessary). The City of Toronto’s updated Vehicle Travel Lane 
Width Guidelines1 notes:

“wider vehicle travel lanes were often favoured to create a 
more forgiving and comfortable environment for drivers. Today, 
Toronto’s streets and roadways are significantly more hetero-
geneous. Lane widths must now balance the safety, access, 
and comfort for all users, including pedestrians, cyclists, transit 
riders, and drivers.”

The National Association of City Transportation Officials (NAC-
TO) guidelines about lane widths  states:

“Lane widths of 10 feet (3.05m) are appropriate in urban 
areas and have a positive impact on a street’s safety without 
impacting traffic operations. […] Research has shown that 
narrower lane widths can effectively manage speeds without 
decreasing safety, and that wider lanes do not correlate to 
safer streets. Moreover, wider travel lanes also increase expo-
sure and crossing distance for pedestrians at intersections and 
midblock crossings.” 

Even with the evidence that narrower lanes are safer, these 
narrow widths will be an adjustment for drivers and residents 
on these streets. In particular, city staff are already planning 
operational adjustments to garbage pickup, street cleaning and 
snow clearing to accommodate these activities in the more 
limited space.

1 City of Toronto. (2015). Vehicle Travel Lane Width Guidelines (version 1.02).  
http://www1.toronto.ca/City%20Of%20Toronto/Engineering%20and%20Con-
struction%20Services/Standards%20and%20Specifications/Files/pdf/Road%20
Design%20Guidelines/Vehicle_Travel_Lane_Width_Guidelines_Jan2015.pdf

  National Association of City Transportation Officials. (2013) Urban Street De-
sign Guide: Lane Width. http://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
street-design-elements/lane-width/
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Bike Lane Meeting Summary and Next Steps 
Nicholas Kevlahan and Sara Mayo

In response to concerns expressed by residents and the DNA in 
late 2014, on 21 September 2015 a new bike lane design for 
Charlton and Herkimer was presented by city staff to a group of 
interested residents. This revised design achieved most of the 
vision endorsed by the DNA for parking protected, continuous 
bike lanes between James and Dundurn, including shifting the 
Herkimer bike lanes to the north curb.

The main areas the residents asked for 
improvements in the new design were:

Extending the parking protection  �
of the bike lanes on Charlton from 
Caroline to Queen (and changing 
the extra travel lane in this area 
to 3 hour parking)
Marking the presence of cyclists  �
with chevrons and lane markers 
through all the intersections

There was disagreement between 
residents present at the meeting about 
whether the bike lane on Herkimer 
between Dundurn and Locke should be parking protected or 
between the parking and the travel lane. 

A Ward 1 resident of that stretch present at the meeting felt 
strongly that a 3.0m wide travel lane between two 2.5m park-
ing lanes and a curbside bike lane would be too narrow, espe-
cially due to the drop-off and pick-up at St Joseph school. Staff 
expressed concern that the snow clearing and garbage collec-
tion would be significantly more difficult, in part because that 
block is unusually long, and so getting stuck behind a garbage 
truck could mean spending 20 or 30 minutes waiting behind 
the truck for it to finish the block.  

Staff presented an alternative for this block that would place 
the bike lane next to the travel lane, effectively increasing its 
width (at the cost of removing the buffer for the cyclists and 
placing the bike lane in the “door zone” of the parked cars).  
The resident most opposed to the primary design liked this 
alternative.

There was consensus among the group that residents on both 
Herkimer and Charlton would need to be educated about the 
changes to parking (no longer right by the curb, but rather in 
the designated area beside the bike lane), to be extra cau-
tious when entering or exiting their driveways, and to allay any 
concerns that narrower travel lanes will impede traffic flow.   

Communications should also highlight the fact that reducing 
the number and width of traffic lanes reduces speeding, should 
reduce cut-through traffic and is safer for all road users.

Ward 1 residents present at the meeting expressed a desire 
for more consultation and resident participation in the planning 
process, as it had been mainly Ward 2 residents participating 
during the last year . There was agreement that installing the 

bike lanes in the spring of 
2016 at the start of the 
cycling season (rather than 
in fall 2015) would lead to 
fewer objections as there 
would be more time to 
adjust to changes in the 
streets before the snow 
season when the narrower 
widths would be most 
inconvenient. 

The next steps will be a 
second revision to the de-
sign by city staff based on 
resident comments from 
the 21 September 2015 

meeting. This design will be presented to a meeting in Ward 
1 this fall to ensure their voices are more fully included in the 
design process. 

Some residents are dismayed that the timeline for installation 
of the bike lanes is being delayed yet again, and likely won’t 
happen until 18 month after the original date. 

This can be attributed in large part to the fact that there is only 
one city staff person responsible for all cycling projects across 
the city and that special projects like the Pan Am Games di-
verted staff time from regular cycling projects. Some residents 
at the meeting, however, advocated for this longer timeline 
to ensure that more voices were included in the design of the 
lanes because the lanes will receive more support if residents 
feel included in the process that creates them. 

Positive resident response to the implementation of Hamilton’s 
first parking protected bike lanes is important if this design is 
to be used in other neighbourhoods. 

  The 2014 municipal election and the change in ward councilor was cited as 
the main factor for the lack of Ward 1 participation in the process as most of 
the meetings happened quite close to the election. Councilor Aidan Johnson 
was present at the 21 September 2015 meeting and expressed strong support 
for high quality protected bike lanes as well as for more resident participation 
from Ward 1 in their design.

mailto:info@durandna.com
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Durand Seniors: Many Good Options for Healthy Aging
Dennis Baker

I recently had the opportunity to participate at the 2nd Annual 
Healthy, Safe and Strong Wellness Day for seniors.  This day, 
organized by Public Health Services Hamilton, included a series 
of presentations aimed at all aspects of healthy aging as well 
as information tables by various organizations offering services 
and information.  Topics ranged widely including Prevention of 
Fractures, Fitness to Prevent Falls, Cancer, Exercise and Bone 
Health, Healthy Eating, Bladder and Bowel Wellness, Home 
Support Exercise Program and Medications.  

Varied though the topics were, one theme ran through all 
presentations and that was the essential element of activ-
ity.  Without activity, other measures, important as they may 
be, were of limited use.  I was not surprised, and the theme 
reinforces the constant attempts of the Durand Neighbourhood 
Association to have completes streets in our neighborhood.  
Issues such as speeding, dangerous crossings, lower speed 
limits (Toronto has just introduced 30kmph limits in much of 
their older city), better engineering of streets to force safe 
automobile behavior and bicycle lanes are just some of our 
priorities.   All of these measures will make walking and cycling 

safe for all ages.  This, in turn, leads to healthier and happier 
Duranders by any measure one uses.

There are many opportunities for Duranders to access seniors’ 
services.  The YWCA on MacNab Street has an enormous vari-
ety of activities available. Right on the Durand border, S.A.S.H. 
(Senior Activities For Southwest Hamilton) has an exercise 
program for seniors from September to June at the Ryerson 
Recreational Centre, 251 Duke Street.  Seniors can also easily 
access the Sackville Hill Seniors’ Recreation Centre, 780 Up-
per Wentworth.  Indeed, from our area it is only a 16-minute 
ride on the #25 bus from the MacNab Street Terminal (I took 
it to check it out) or less from a bus stop on James Street 
South.  There is also a very good program for seniors offered 
at McMaster University.  It is at their Physical Activity Centre of 
Excellence (PACE) in the Ivor Wynne Centre, 1280 Main Street 
West. For detailed information go to www.pace.mcmaster.ca.  

 The City of Hamilton publishes a complete program guide for 
55-plus and this includes programs at all recreation centres.  I 
recommend this guide to everyone interested in what is avail-
able – the only problem will be to choose!

Dennis Baker

Duranders are welcome to join walking club members on the 
weekly walk.  I live in the Durand but found our best starting 
point happens to be outside the neighbourhood but not far! 
The walks are aimed at people who are doing very little or no 
exercise at the moment, but who would like to become more 
active.  The walk route has been planned to avoid very uneven 
surfaces, without steps to climb and without steep grades.  In 
order to give maximum benefit, the walk lasts about 45 min-
utes and is at a moderate pace.

We meet on Tuesdays at the Aberdeen Gardens Retirement 
Residence, 330 Dundurn Street South, at around 9:45 am 
for departure at 10:00 am.   There is parking at the residence 
which is located only a few metres from the No. 6 (Aberdeen) 
bus stop at the corner of Dundurn and Aberdeen Streets.  We 
walk all year around (unless the streets are icy). 

There is no charge.  All you need are comfortable shoes and 
clothing to suit the weather.

Southwest Walking Club Shoutout to Durander Patti McLeod

Special thanks to Patti McLeod, new Durander who 
yesterday, spent two hours cleaning up all of the leaves 
and garbage in the MacNab Tunnel.  It was getting very 
dangerous with the leaves that were collecting and 
anyone, particularly our seniors, could have a nasty slip 
and fall. She brought her own leaf bags and rake and 
the good folks at MacNab Presbyterian let her put the 
leaves on their property for collection.

mailto:info@durandna.com
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Durand 101
Frances Murray

Sunil Angrish, a Ward 2 community animator, helped to 
arrange an information evening for our neighbourhood on 
October 20 at the YWCA.  Topics covered for the evening 
included: Heritage, Complete Streets, Public Space, and 
Public Safety.

It was a very informative evening and attendees were 
given the opportunity to ask lots of questions and join the 
Durand Neighbourhood Association.

A worthwhile event – thanks to Sunil for all of his hard 
work

Character Zoning: A Step Towards Heritage Protection
Frances Murray and Yonatan Rozenszajn

Durand residents who remember the circumstances of the early 
1970s that pushed residents to unite to protect historic homes 
from the wrecking ball, find our current reality very familiar.  
With the recent demolition of James Street Baptist Church 
(designated as a Heritage Property) and the ongoing struggle to 
save 1 St. James Place, it became obvious that a more resilient 
planning model was needed for our neighbourhood.

Board president, Janice Brown and board members Yonatan 
Rozenszajn and Geoff Roche met with Planning and Economic 
Development Manager Jason Thorne and Councillor Jason 
Farr to discuss options for protecting the historic landscape of 
our neighbourhood.  Jason Thorne suggested the association 
explore an option Ottawa has instituted, which is called “Form-
Based Zoning”.  The DNA has enlisted the help of Civic Plan to 
assist in the implementation of form-based zoning. Paul Shaker 
and Sonia Macdonald presented the details of this opportunity 
at the AGM on November 17.

Form-based zoning focuses on the character of a neighbour-
hood to guide infill development.  As Paul Shaker explained, it 
acts as an overlay to the current zoning already in place, and is 
a simple tool for planners to use.  The circumstances in which 
this zoning applies are:

When developing a new dwelling on an infill or existing lot; �

When building an addition ONLY on the front, side or cor- �
ner of an existing residential use dwelling;

The incidental use of land in the front, interior side or  �
corner side yards on residential lots (e.g. parking);

To projects that require typical development approval pro- �
cesses (e.g. zoning amendment, minor variances).

Ottawa uses the approach:  “Your street gives you your rules”.  
Property owners retain complete architectural freedom as long 
as three key streetscape attributes are retained.  These at-
tributes are the dominant character attributes and should be 
maintained or strengthened.

Character is defined as the recurrence or prevalence of patterns 
of:

Front yards1. 
Parking and driveways2. 
Orientation of the principal entranceway to the street.3. 

These patterns are determined in a streetscape character 
analysis.  Ottawa’s zoning defines “streetscape” as the 21 lots 
around your property, along your street.  The most prevalent 
factors are the dominant character.  In the event of a tie, all 
factors in the tie are considered dominant.  For illustrations on 
this concept, and for more details, please visit www.durandna.
com.

So, what’s next for Duranders?

An information tool will be set up online to explain the 1. 
concept, how it might look in Durand and gather more 
input;
Phase II will include a workshop, street audits and a report 2. 
delivered to the city.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, or comments about 
this project, please email info@durandna.com.

mailto:info@durandna.com
mailto:info@durandna.com
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Durand Park 
Janice Brown

Completion of the Durand Park Revitalization is expected by 
mid-June 2016.  The playing field/ ice rink surface is graded 
and the sod is down, pathways are formed, and 12 large spad-
ed trees have been planted.  These include four red maples, 
five blue spruces  and one pin oak.  By the time you are reading 

this the sun/shade shelter and hut should be installed. 

All other work, including tree planting, shrubberies, furnishings, 
entranceways, iron fencing and the splash pad will continue in 
spring with plans to be completed by early June just in time for 
the summer.   

I for one can hardly wait as this project began in 2008!

mailto:info@durandna.com
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Complete Streets
Ann Renee Andree

Complete Streets are “streets that have been designed with all 
people and all uses in mind--not just driving” (Ryan McGreal, 
October 1, 2015).   In other words, they are “inclusive streets” 
that are safe for all modes of transportation—pedestrians, cy-
clists and motorists alike.  The Durand Neighbourhood Associa-
tion advocates for Complete Streets. Our two current priorities 
related to Complete Streets are bike lanes and two-way conver-
sions.

Historically, Durand has very little cycling infrastructure. The 
infrastructure that does exist is not interconnected.  However, 
because of the DNA’s advocacy and the tireless, brilliant work 
of residents, we will be getting safe, parking-protected cycling 
lanes on Herkimer and Charlton in the very near future.

Durand has many one-way streets (such as Queen, Bay, Her-
kimer and Charlton).  Research suggests that one-way streets 
are more dangerous than two-way streets: one-ways encourage 
drivers to speed while two-way streets encourage traffic calm-
ing, as drivers feel the need to be more careful with oncom-
ing traffic.  Related to the increased ability to speed is that 
many drivers use our one-way streets—including streets that 
are not intended as thoroughfares-- to cut across the city at 
dangerous speeds.  For example, a radar tracked speed along 

Herkimer at Bay (near Durand Park). Drivers were going up to 
80 or 90 km/hr, despite a speed limit of 50 km/hr. These high 
speeds near a park are concerning.  Lastly, two-way streets are 
more convenient to residents trying to reach a destination and 
less confusing to drivers unfamiliar with the area. After much 
research, DNA is specifically advocating for two-way conversions 
on Queen Street and on Duke and Bold Streets to slow traffic 
down, improving safety for all. 

Living Rock
First Ontario Credit Union Presents the 
14th Annual Soupfest for Living Rock.
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 at Hamilton Convention Centre, 
11am to 9pm. Advance and online tickets available. Volun-
teers, sponsors, restaurants and advertisers welcome. For 
more information call Living Rock at (905) 528-7625 ext. 250

Making a difference - All proceeds will support Living Rock 
Ministries efforts in responding to youth-at-risk. Each week 
Living Rock prepares 900 meals, provides emergency food to 
200 youth per week, offers prenatal and parenting, crisis and 
housing support in addition to employment training and work 
experience offered 5 days per week.

As someone who lives and works in the area, I have grown 
to love this part of Hamilton. Durand is a unique and 

historic neighbourhood and I am proud to support the DNA.

MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE
CALL… JOYCE

    TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH

www.MakeTheRightChoice.ca

Joyce Hodgskiss, Sales Representative

Joyce@MakeTheRightChoice.ca      [905] 522-1110

mailto:info@durandna.com
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Heritage and the Durand
Geoff Roche

There has been much change in the Durand through the 
years. Our urban landscape is constantly changing and yet our 
neighbourhood remains one of the most glorious examples of 
concentrated heritage in the country. 

Historic architecture is part of our collective consciousness; it 
teaches us about the people, events and forces that shaped 
our community. The vision and achievements of the people that 
built our neighbourhood are reflected in our buildings, streets 
and landscape. Heritage builds pride, and strengthens our com-
munity identity. 

Durand has had much heritage loss over the years.  The loss is 
ongoing. Every year the Durand loses links to its historical past. 
Sometimes we lose significant buildings, but frequently we lose 
small architectural details, including original fenestration and 
materiality.

As a neighbourhood citizens’ association, the DNA mandate 
and vision has included protecting and preserving heritage.  The 
Durand Neighbourhood Association has been active since 1972 
and was founded in response to a lack of citizen participation 
in an era of unregulated development in the 60s and 70s.  It is 
estimated that Durand lost 300 historic buildings in two short 
years between 1958 and 1960. Whole blocks of historic homes 
were expropriated and bulldozed in order to make way for the 

New City Hall Precinct and also for the 36 high rise towers we 
see today.  

 We are now facing renewed calls for urban intensification as we 
did in the 1960s, but this time by higher levels of government.  
This will put further development pressure on our heritage 
resources.

Recently the DNA has made important heritage inroads with the 
City of Hamilton.  We were selected as the next City neighbour-
hood to undergo an inventory update by ERA Architects Inc. Our 
neighbourhood will be added to the recently completed Hamil-
ton Downtown Built Heritage Inventory document. 

The Inventory is an important first step in identifying our heri-
tage resources.  

The Durand already includes two designated districts. The 
MacNab-Charles Heritage District designated in 1992 and the 
Durand-Markland Heritage District designated in 1994.

 The Durand has considerable heritage diversity.  It happens 
to be one of our most enduring characteristics. In the early 
1900’s, servants, gardeners, and chauffeurs lived in modest 
cottages in close proximity alongside imposing mansions. The 
Durand of today is a product of this diversity with over two cen-
turies of change to our buildings. We need to protect what we 
covet most about the Durand ... our heritage.

mailto:info@durandna.com
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A Durand Event
Robert Harman

It was questionable whether this event would happen but the 
rain stopped the sun came out and the DNA 5th Annual Movie 
Night took place as scheduled on the evening of Septem-
ber 19. Due to the ongoing rejuvenation of the Durand Park, 
the event was held at the Kirkendall Neighbourhood’s HAAA 
Grounds. The feature film was Disney’s Big Hero 6, a story 
about a special bond between a young boy, Hiro, a plus-size 

inflatable robot, Baymax, and their friends.

Reardon’s Hot Dog/German Sausage Combo’s and Kernel Pop-
corn in buttered and white cheddar were available to all those 
attending. Thank you to Debbie Watson of ReMax Escarpment 
Reality Inc. and the City of Hamilton for sponsoring this event.

This mid-September event is our gift to you; our members and 
neighbours. Do come out and join us. 2016’s event will be 
back in Durand Park. 

MPP Hamilton Centre

20 Hughson St., S., Suite 200,
Hamilton ON L8N 2A1

Tel: 905-544-9644
Fax: 905-544-5152

ahorwath-co@ndp.on.ca

mailto:info@durandna.com


www.durandna.com

thedurander Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association  Page 11

Grand Durand Garden Tour 2016
The Grand Durand Garden Tour 2016 takes place Saturday 

June 18th, 2016, rain or shine from 10am to 4pm.  Your hard 

working committee Linda Miocinovich, Roberta Harman, Silvia 

Edwards, Ann Renee Andree and I have had our first meeting 

to finalize our jobs and timelines to make this another amazing 

event.  We currently have 10 Duranders who have committed 

their fabulous gardens for this tour.  We will require help on 

the day of the tour.  If you are interested in volunteering please 

contact Ann Renee Andree.  ann.renee.andree@gmail.com

And of course, please support us.  Tell your family and friends.  

You will not be disappointed.  Here is just a quick peak of one 

of our gardens on the Tour. Tickets will go on sale in May.

mailto:info@durandna.com
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Frances Murray

PB will return in 2016!
A committee met and worked over the summer to establish an 
inclusive process for Ward 2 residents to decide on how best to 
spend $1 million of Area Rating money.

The process will include a commitment for residents of only 
four assembly meetings and then the vote.  We will begin in 
March 2016 and complete voting by October.

But first we have to get our Facilitator and Planning Commit-
tee in place.  Please plan to attend our General Assembly on 
Saturday, February 27 at 2 p.m. at Sir John A Macdonald.

If you are interested in the status of projects voted on in 2013 
and 2014, that information will be available at the General As-
sembly as well.

For those who would like more information about the Facilitator 
and Planning Committee opportunities, or any other informa-
tion about PB 2016, please visit www.pbward2hamilton.ca.

Or join us on Facebook at facebook.com/pbward2hamilton and 
Twitter at @pbward2hamilton.

Participatory Budgeting – Ward 2

mailto:info@durandna.com
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A Letter to the Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee
 

Read the story in the Hamilton Spectator 

November 21, 2015

Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee

City Hall

71 Main Street West

Hamilton ON L8P 4Y5

Attention: Loren Kolar

Dear Mesdames & Sirs,

RE:  1 ST JAMES PLACE

We know that 1 St James Place is Heritage Designated under 
the OHA, and therefore demolition is against the law.

To allow demolition would require an argument that the building 
was not worthy of its designation. Failing this, demolition could 
only be warranted if the building was structurally failing and 
endangering the public. We know with certainty this is not the 
case. 

The DNA would therefore like to stress the architectural and 
historical significance of #1 St James and why we think it is 
worthy of its designation. To do this we need speak about the 
home’s architect and contractor, and follow with some his-
tory on its ‘Art Moderne’ stylistic and construction rarity. Please 
forgive us if this sounds like a history lesson, after all, it is the 
building’s history that is in question here.

The acclaimed ARCHITECT of 1 St James was William Rus-
sell Souter. He grew up in Hamilton, and studied architecture in 
Pennsylvania. He then served in the Royal Naval Air Service and 

Air Force and was discharged in 1919.  The following year he 
became junior partner in the firm of Hutton & Souter Architects, 
becoming a full partner later. In 1933 he was awarded the Ben-
emerenti Medal, by none other than the Pope Piux XI, for his 
design of the Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King in Hamilton.

Needless to say, Architect William Souter was a tour-de-force 
in this City’s history. In addition to designing the Cathedral of 
Christ the King, Souter is noted for work on many major Ham-
ilton buildings and structures such as the John Sopinka Court 
House, the Skyway Bridge, and numerous schools and church-
es.

The acclaimed CONTRACTOR of 1 St James was the promi-
nent Joseph Pigott of Pigott Construction. Together with his 
brothers, Joseph Pigott grew Pigott construction to become 
Canada’s largest privately-owned construction company. In 
1930 Pigott Construction built Hamilton’s first and only pre 
modern skyscraper, the 18-storey Pigott building. Pigott also 
built some of the country’s finest buildings including the Royal 
Ontario Museum, and the Bank of Canada in Ottawa. Many 
designated Hamilton landmarks such as the Lister block and 
John Sopinka Court house were built by Pigott. He also was 
recognized by Pope Pius XI for his role in constructing the Ca-
thedral of Christ the King.

Not only was the house at 1 St James built by a famous con-
tractor and famous architect, but additionally it is a complete, 
rare surviving, classic example of the beginnings of the interna-
tional Art Moderne movement in our country. 

To understand the importance and rarity of Art Moderne, one 
needs to understand that it was a style variant that stemmed 
from Art Deco.  The more recognizable Art Deco was a fashion 
in design that grew rapidly across the world from roots in Paris 
in 1925. Art Moderne then followed Art Deco with origins in 
the Bauhaus school in Germany. The emergence of Art Mod-
erne in the 1930s can be attributed to the more austere times 
after the market crash in 1929. At that time society including 
Architects reacted to the times and looked to a more simplified 
design, with more usefulness in structure without ornamenta-
tion or excess.  The style can also be linked to the avant-garde 
influences of cubism, futurism, rationalism, and functionalism 
which spread worldwide and ultimately led to what we now call 
the “International Style”.  A stunning example of Art Moderne 
architecture in this City is the heritage designated 1933 TH&B 
railway station on Hunter Street, now known as the Hamilton 
Go Centre, which was built three years prior to 1 St James.

Art Moderne art, architecture, and fashion became popular 
in the 1930s just as the more decorative Art Deco fell out of 
favour. Many products in the 30s, from jewelry to kitchen ap-
pliances, expressed the new Art Moderne ideals; ideals that 

mailto:info@durandna.com
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reflected the spirit of the early and mid-twentieth century, 
expressing excitement over technological advancements, such 
as high speed transportation, and innovative new construction 
techniques.  Art Moderne design was highlighted at the 1933 
World Fair in Chicago. 

Art Moderne buildings often emphasize simple geometric  �
forms and have a lean industrialist machine aesthetic.
The buildings are generally stripped mostly bare of decora- �
tive details, yet often have nautical nuances.
Usually they are white in colour with smooth exterior wall  �
surfaces like stucco, often with contrasting bright metals 
and flashings.
They are characterized by horizontal window panes, flat or  �
low slope roofs with no roof overhangs. 
Cubist compositions are common, sometimes with  �
rounded corners, and porthole windows.

Not only is the house at 1 St James a rare and perfect example 
of early Art Moderne constructed home in Hamilton, but it was 
also well-published in 1936 upon completion. The home’s con-
struction was cited as “the first important experiment in modern 
Canadian housing” and the “first steel built house”, which is 
most appropriate considering the history of steel in Hamilton. 
The home was described at the time as belonging to a “move-
ment toward better housing in Canada”. All of its structural 
members including the roof were built of structural steel. The 
internal systems including insulation were a radical modern 
departure for the time. Stylistically, the house was a beautiful 
simple cubist composition in white stucco highlighted by inter-
nalized eaves and a zinc roof.  It was a remarkable modern and 
contemporary home for 1936. 

The home at 1 St James is therefore most important, being a 
rare and early example of ‘Art Moderne’ and being designed 
by our City’s most famous contractor and equally renowned 
architect. To add to this however is the fact that 1 St James is 
linked to a rare sister home, one street to the south, specifi-
cally the Hale house at #16 Inglewood; it was constructed the 
same year in 1936 by the same contractor and architect and 
is a similar Art Moderne styled home. It was constructed with 
the innovative use of steel, concrete, and glass block. It was 
similarly published upon completion as being “modern in style 
and construction”.

These two homes reinforce the heritage significance of both 
and are a remarkable and rare historical part of the Durand 
record, a neighbourhood that includes some of the finest of 
architecture built over the last 200 years and by some of the 
continent’s most celebrated architects.

Both 1 St James and 16 Inglewood abut the Markland Heritage 
District and are within the districts 50 meter cultural impact as-
sessment zone under the Ontario Heritage Act. Both were built 
and published prior to the T. Eaton Company Ltd architectural 
house competition call for entries that stylistically cemented 
the Art Moderne movement in schools of architecture across 
Canada. These two homes in their complete unaltered condition 
are most rare and together form something very special.

It is also worth noting that both Joseph Pigott and William 
Souter lived in the Durand just blocks away from where they 
built these two modernist homes. Some six years earlier in 
1930 Joseph Pigott had built his own home at 358 Bay Street 
South, with design by William Souter. 

Not to be outdone, the architect William Souter designed his 
own home in 1932 at 108 Aberdeen, with contracting by Pigott 
construction. Both homes are landmarks within the Durand 
and both are heritage designated under the OHA. What is most 
striking however is how modern and contemporary #1 St James 
is when compared to these two residences built only a couple 
years prior.  

The DNA would therefore like to express how culturally and 
historically important 1 St. James is to the Durand neighbour-
hood.  Its architecture is a snapshot of the changing times in 
the Durand in the 1930’s and was most likely the talk of the 
Town when built by its most important of Durand residents. It 
meets all criterion set out by the Ontario Heritage Act, as was 
recognized by the City of Hamilton in granting the building its 
historically designated status. 

There has yet to be a plausible argument made as why this 
designated building should be demolished. 

Yours truly,

Janice Brown, President 
Durand Neighbourhood Association Inc.

1 St. James Place after the owner chopped down all the mature trees  
Photo: Raise the Hammer

A Letter to the Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee (cont’d)
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CANADA

22 Tisdale Street South
Hamilton ON  L8N 2V9
www.davidchristopherson.ca

Tel: 905-526-0770
hamilton@davidchristopherson.ca

David 
Christopherson, MP
Hamilton Centre

Please contact my office  
for assistance with any matters 

dealing with the Federal Government.

Durand Neighbourhood Association
611-90 Charlton Avenue West 
Hamilton ON  
L8P 0B4

Telephone: 289.887.2366
e-mail: president@durandna.com
www.durandna.ca
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