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Newsletter of the Durand Neighbourhood Association        Fall 2010 

the Durander                            

 

 
The Durand neighbourhood is the inner city district bounded 
by Main Street West, James Street South, the Escarpment and 
Queen Street South. It is home to approximately 12,000 
Hamiltonians. The DNA was established in 1972 as a 
politically independent community organization and chartered 
as a not-for-profit provincial corporation. It is the DNA‟s 
vision to be an active, resident-based voice successfully 
addressing priority issues affecting our neighbourhood, to 
nurture a vibrant downtown community. Please contact us at 
any time with questions, comments or concerns about the 
neighbourhood, or if you are interested in joining or renewing 
your membership. If you would like to volunteer, or get 
involved in your community, this is a wonderful opportunity 
to make a difference. 
 
Contact Information 
 Durand Neighbourhood Association 
 c/o 332 Bay Street 
 905-570-0609  
 president@durandna.com 
Please visit our website at: 

 www.durandna.com 

2010/2011 Board of Directors: 
 Dennis Baker 
 Janice Brown 
 Warner Burwell 
 Jonathon Dalton 
 Sonja De Pauw  
 Adam Ellis 
 Roberta Harman 
 Nicholas Kevlahan 
 Martin Maretzki  
 Sarah Matthews 
 Linda Miocinovich 
 Claudia Sheldrick 
 

 

DURAND is going PAPERLESS!  

As long-time members may remember, the Durander 

went electronic in the Spring of 2009. This was done to 
reduce printing and mailing costs, and to save trees. 
Starting with this issue the Durander will be available 
electronically only. For those who do not have an e-mail 
address but access to a computer you can view or print 
the latest edition, and past editions for that matter, from 
the Durand website. Simply go to 
www.durandna.com/newsletters.htm.  

Questions/concerns do not hesitate to contact us at 
president@durandna.com. 

 

Grand Durand Garden Tour ... 

another success! 

by Janice Brown, Chair, Grand Durand Garden Tour  

2010, Saturday, June 12th was a great day in the Durand 
for so many reasons!  

The weather cooperated. The gardens were fabulous. Our 
Summer Cream Tea at Whitehern, with music provided 
by the Hamilton Suzuki School of Music, was a huge 
success. The neighbourhood was alive with residents and 
visitors alike. In fact, over 600 guests toured the gardens.  

Visitors came from far and wide.....including England, 
Montreal, St. Catherines, Niagara on the Lake, Niagara 
Falls, Toronto, and Oakville to name a few.  Local   

http://www.durandna.com/newsletters.htm
mailto:president@durandna.com
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Grand Durand Garden Tour (cont’d) 

Hamiltonians said that they had no idea that our 
neighbourhood existed.  

While there are simply too many comments to share, 
some common themes did become evident. Our guests 
loved the variety of gardens, saying that the diversity 
made it difficult for them to select a favourite. They 
commented on how welcome they were made to feel at 
each of the gardens, both by volunteers who greeted 
them, and by the gardeners who shared their knowledge 
of and passion for gardening. 

All in all, it was a great day in the Durand. A day made 
possible through the support of our gardeners, sponsors, 
volunteers and our guests. Special thanks go to the staff 
at Whitehern for their professionalism and attention to 
detail. What a treat to see so many people from so many 
places enjoying this magnificent oasis in the heart of our 
city.  

Finally, together we met all of our targets. We‟re very 
proud to report that over $7,600.00 will be allocated by 
the Durand Neighbourhood Association to the 

beautification and maintenance of the Durand Park as a 
direct result of The Grand Durand Garden Tour. The 
money will ensure that the impact of the tour will be felt, 
and enjoyed, by all of the people who use our wonderful 
park for a very long time to come.  

Look for the Grand Durand Garden Tour 2013. 

(Editor‟s note: kudos to Janice and her committee: 
Sylvia Edwards, Roberta Harman, Sarah Matthews, 
Linda Miocinovich, and poster designer Graham 
Crawford.) 

A Special Keepsake of the Grand 
Durand Garden Tour 2010 

The poster featured on the last page of this newsletter 
can be purchased at the HIStory + HERitage Museum, 
165 James Street North.  The poster was produced by 
Graham Crawford and the photography is the work of 
Sylvia Edwards.  The price is $2.00 

 

Councillor’s Message  Jason Farr

Hello readers,  
     I‟m Jason Farr, father to Jake (5) and husband to 
Lisa.  I am also your new councillor for beautiful 
Durand and the rest of Ward 2.   
     At your doors this past Fall I talked about being 
accessible to you, and about working toward 
consensus at council (moving this city forward).  
This has not changed.  I have already had an 
opportunity to meet with some of you since the 
election and look forward to getting started in 
council chambers.  You have made it clear to me 
that you intend to offer a challenge for your new 
councillor and I would not have it any other way. 
     With my past experience that has led to this 
current position, I can tell you whole-heartedly, I 
am up for it. There‟s much to get to.  Across the 
city, Pan Am and Aerotropolis debates still linger.  
Here in Ward 2, to start with, neighbourhood and 
poverty issues take the forefront for me as your 
representative. 

     My post-election tour has taken me through just 
about every city office to date, and I am very 
encouraged by the work city staff have done, and 
what staff are willing to do in the term ahead.  I 
look forward to working closely with staff in 
assisting your needs as your representative at City 
Hall.   
     Finally, here comes Christmas in Durand!  Yours 
is a uniquely stunning historic Hamilton 
neighbourhood year round, but with the fresh snow 
atop your celebrated and charming dwellings it 
takes on an extra special feel.  This is a reminder of 
the tireless work your DNA has done, and I am 
sure, will continue to do.  Happy Holidays from my 
family to yours. 

Best wishes,  

Jason
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Movie Night in Durand Park 

******************* 

On September 18th Durand Park had its first movie 
night, sponsored by the Durand Neighbourhood 
Association. 

Our purple and green park was alive with activity 
despite threatening skies. Children, parents and 
seniors all enjoyed the Disney Movie “Toy Story 
3”.  

What a great night for our great community. 

*******************

to TWO WAY CONVERSION 
 

If you have not seen the signs as yet two more major 
arterial roads, York Boulevard and Wilson Streets 
between Bay Street and Ferguson Avenue, are being 
converted from one way to two way traffic. Wider 
sidewalks are being incorporated into the design to 
encourage pedestrian traffic. 

Construction is in the final stages. With the paving of 
James and York, being one of the biggest challenges, 
hopefully complete by the time this newsletter is 
published. 

As far as further conversions the City has advised there 
is nothing as yet scheduled for 2011. Nothing on the 
current horizon. 

 

Pets of Durand 

Name:  Solomon;   Sex:  male 
Age:   approximately 8 years, adopted from   
          Animal Aid  
Most Lovable Trait: Sleeps on pillows, and  prefers 
 2 if they are handy; sleeps in  bed at night, 
 and cries when he wants me to go to bed 
 with him. 
Favourite place to hang out: Solomon spends  a lot 
 of time sitting on our wide windowsills 
 watching traffic on Bay St. 
 
Has claws, but came with a wonderful 
 scratching post that he loves. 
 
Does not like strangers, or trips to the vet  
 (car), but he loves Denta bites. 
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  Literary Jewel on James Street Turns a New Leaf    by Jonathon Dalton  
 
 
James Street South, seemingly confused between 
a pharmacy district, mountain-bound expressway 
and boutique retail hotspot, is the commercial 
heart of the Durand neighbourhood.  A 
downtown within a downtown, the mid-19th 
century stone row houses stretching between 
Bold and Duke Streets form the centre piece of 
this business district. 
 
The James Street Book Seller has called this 
street home for the last five years, dealing in 
quality used books, selected new releases from 
local authors, and any book your heart desires via 
special order.  Recent and classic fiction are the 
top sellers; local history is also very popular.  It 
was here that I obtained my copy of the venerable 
Hamilton political history „Their Town‟ for $10 (it‟s out of print; Amazon.ca has used copies for $62.95) 
 
Owner Monique Doepel makes me an espresso (always free for customers) and shares a little bit about her 
adventures in retail.  Monique and her partner had moved from Toronto‟s booming Queen Street West, seeing 
new opportunity in Hamilton.  She recalls, “We basically doubled our money on our house.  We thought, we 
could stay and fix the roof and foundation, or we could sell, make some money and buy a cheaper place in 
Hamilton.”  And as is often the case, Toronto‟s loss was our gain.  Monique eventually acquired the stock of a 
bookstore that had closed a few doors down and set up shop in the basement of 158 James South. 
 
A few years later, the building‟s owner needed the lower level for her own business, the aptly named Dungeon 
Divas boutique, and the book store expanded to the main floor.  Thanks to a fortunate linguistic coincidence, the 
store was able to keep its name in all but the spelling, simply changing „cellar‟ to „seller‟.  The main floor was 
renovated and custom shelves installed giving the store a fresh look and presence on the street.  This space has 
hosted local songwriters, bringing in a crowd on a cold winter night for hot cider, music and of course books. 
 
This past summer the expansion of Dungeon Divas, another success on James, saw Monique looking for a new 
home once again.  This time the location was up for debate, and she investigated emerging districts in the north 
end, Ottawa Street and King Street East.  In the end she chose to remain where her heart was, and took a space 
in the chronically vacant former Claudia‟s building at number 134.  It was a perfect fit - the size and layout were 
nearly identical, and the shelves and furniture were only rearranged a little.   
 
The new Book Seller claims a unique piece of geography where the roadway was lowered to cross under the 
railway tracks and the sidewalk was kept at building level.  This has proven to be a blessing because although 
the store is barely visible to passing drivers, it sees a steady flow of pedestrian traffic thanks in part to the 
neighbouring Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts.  “There‟s been a huge difference, all these people coming in 
saying they didn‟t even know I was there,” says Monique.  “I thought maybe it would be a problem with the 
sidewalk going under the underpass as well as above, that I would lose half the foot traffic, but I can see 
peoples‟ faces as they‟re walking up there and they‟re looking into the window.” 
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The new space includes a basement lounge with kitchen, soon to be 
host to book clubs, knitting groups and tarot card readings.  This low 
cost meeting space will invite a multitude of community based groups 
to the area.  
 
The James Street Book Seller is open Monday through Thursday 12-8, 
Friday 12-6 and Saturday 10-6.  Next time you are seeking out a new 
title, save yourself the drive to Meadowlands and head over to James 
Street, enjoy a cappuccino and a chat with Monique, she‟ll take care of 
your literary needs right here in our neighbourhood. 
 

 

   Linda Miocinovich 
   171 Robinson St., Hamilton, Ont. L8P 1Z6 
   Phone (905) 527-2103 
   Fax      (905) 769-5069 e-mail linda_171@sympatico.ca 
   EBP OHIP BILLING SERVICES  

 

 

 

Around and About and Above and Beyond

Christmas Activities at Whitehern 

The McQuesten's Childhood Christmas  

November 20, 2010 to January 2, 2011  
Whitehern Historic House & Garden  
Enjoy this special time of year as the McQuestens look back 
on the Christmas of their childhood.  
www.hamilton.ca  
 
Christmas Family Sunday  

 
December 12 & 19, 2010  
Celebrate the holiday season with your family. Enjoy a casual 
visit to view the McQuesten Childhood Christmas in the 
home, and then visit The Stable for a seasonal concert and 
sing-along with refreshments. Time: 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Ages: All Cost: Regular admission rates apply to the museum. 
www.hamilton.ca 
  
 
Christmas Activities at Dundurn  
 
Victorian Christmas Cracker  

November 23 & December 6, 2010  
Participants will create a colourful array of Christmas 

Crackers for their own holiday table. New this year, 
participants will spend time with our cook in Dundurn‟s 
historic kitchen to make chocolate candies to fill their 
crackers. Date: Tuesday, November 23, 2010 Time: 7:00 p.m. 
- 9:00 p.m. Ages: 14 years and older. Cost: $45.00 per person. 
Pre-registration required. www.hamilton.ca 
  
Victorian Christmas 

November 27, 2010 to January 02, 2011  
Enjoy the beauty of a mid-19th century family Christmas 
celebration at Dundurn Castle. The Garden Club of Hamilton 
decorates the Castle in Victorian splendour with cedar boughs, 
ribbons and dried flowers. Bring your family and share a 
Hamilton holiday tradition. www.hamilton.ca . Reservations 
are recommended! 
 

Theatre Aquarius 
 

A Christmas Carol  

December 01, 2010 to January 02, 2011  
Theatre Aquarius, Dofasco Centre for the Arts  
Called by the New York Times "a tonic for adults, and for 
children a transfixing journey," this spectacular musical 
extravaganza ran for ten years at Madison Square 
Gardens.www.theatreaquarius.org 
 

mailto:linda_171@sympatico.ca
http://www.hamilton.ca/
http://www.hamilton.ca/
http://www.hamilton.ca/
http://www.hamilton.ca/
http://www.theatreaquarius.org/
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kitestring presents: Christmas Spectacular 
 

On December 15th from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m., join 
the kitestring team at their holiday toy drive and open 
house at the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts. Are 
you a friend of kitestring? Know someone in the 
community who is a friend of kitestring? Either way, 
everyone in the community is invited! 
 

Here are the top five reasons why you should come to 
the Christmas Spectacular: 

1. Prepare your heart for the spirit of Christmas 
by getting your photo taken with the REAL 
Santa Claus! 

2. Gorge on goodies and good times with the 
kitestring team and friends! 

3. Share the joy of the holiday season by 
donating a children‟s toy or book for our local 
children‟s hospital. 

4. Meet other kitestring friends... because you 
never know where that will lead.When was 
the last time you left the office mid-day for 
something spectacular? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downtown Hamilton BIA, the City of Hamilton and 
CHML/Y108 present Christmas in Gore Park  

The official Light Up Ceremony will be held on Friday, 
December 3rd at 5:00 p.m. in Gore Park with fun 
activities for the whole family including the lighting of 
the giant Christmas Tree of Hope, of course, and a free 
concert with Canadian Idol BRIAN MELO, presented by 
CHML/Y108 Christmas Tree of Hope Children‟s 
Charity. Bring your letters to put in Santa‟s mailbox.  
Enjoy the Christmas amusement ride which will be in 
the park until December 24th.    

Saturday, December 4TH, from 11 am - 3:00 pm 

 Free pictures with Santa Claus at Gore Park, trolley 
rides downtown, refreshments, children‟s choirs, a 
Christmas Craft Corner, old fashioned Christmas 
carollers and Christmas music for everyone‟s enjoyment. 

“Santa’s Workshop” Christmas Window Display 
Competition will be on from November 29th to December 
15th. 

   Come and count the presents. Go to 
www.downtownhamilton.org for locations of the 
presents in specially marked Downtown store windows. 
Fill out an entry form with your guess and you could win 
a stocking full of gifts and coupons provided by 
Downtown merchants.  Entries are due by 12 noon on 
Wednesday, December 15th.  

Shop till you drop in Downtown Hamilton, and don‟t 
forget that there is free 2-hour parking at on-street meters 
from November 24 to December 24.  

For more information call the Downtown BIA at (905) 
523-1646 or visit their website at 
www.downtownhamilton.org where a complete list of 
Downtown seasonal events can be found.

http://www.downtownhamilton.org/
http://www.downtownhamilton.org/
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Congratulations! 
 
 Pink Trillium Award Winners 
Congrats to Duranders Sydney Cook and Phil Mason on 
winning the Pink Trillium in Ward 2.  Their front garden 
was stunning and it was a pleasure to be able to see their 
back yard this year on the Grand Durand Garden Tour.  
Well done! 
 

Grand Re-opening & Dedication of the new 
Prinzen Flats 
Homestead Christian Care has launched their newest 
facility at 80 Robinson Street.  This was formerly a 
market-rent building plagued by drug crime and other 
issues.  Since purchased in 2009, it has been transformed 
into safe and affordable housing.  Homestead Christian 
Care has invested over $1.2 million into infrastructure 
improvements (including $750,000 from CMHC), and 
added significant value to the Durand neighbourhood.  
Going forward, HCC sees the facility continuing to 
contribute to the vitality of its downtown 
neighbourhood.  The grand re-opening held on 
November 18th honoured two of Homestead Christian 
Care‟s founders, John and Siny Prinzen, for their years 
of commitment to serving Hamilton‟s more vulnerable 
citizens.  Janice Brown represented the Durand 
Neighbourhood Association at this wonderful event. 

 “Steeltown’s Architectural History Comes 

Alive“ says Globe and Mail columnist Dave 

Leblanc 

Graham Crawford of the HIStory + HERitage Museum 
has done it again.  On November 11th Graham introduced 
SLEEK.  This is a fascinating exhibit which features 
significant Hamilton and area modernist homes, 
researched by retired architect Tony Butler, 
photographed by Graham Crawford and Jeff Tessier with 
photos set to music by Paul Desmond and his sax.  This 
is a must see!  Please visit 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/steeltowns-
architectural-history-comes-alive/article1795150/ for a 
wonderful overview of the exhibit.  SLEEK runs until 
February 11th, 2011.  The museum is open Thursday to 
Saturday from 11:00am to 5:00pm.  Admission is free. 

Look out Boston, here comes Warner! 

Congratulations to our newest DNA board member 
Warner Burwell. Over the last several weeks he has 
competed in 3 marathons, improving his times such that 
the last run qualifies him for the Boston Marathon. 
 Scotia Bank Marathon in Toronto 4:32.57  
 Toronto Goodlife Marathon 3:41.15 
 Road2Hope Marathon time to 3:27.10   
Well done! 
 
 
 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/steeltowns-architectural-history-comes-alive/article1795150/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/real-estate/steeltowns-architectural-history-comes-alive/article1795150/


 

8 

 

 

From Our Crime Manager Sgt. Frank Miscione 

Crime stats are pretty much static at this time. We haven't seen a spike in any particular areas except theft from 
vehicles where we have seen an abnormal increase in past months. This is a direct result of people in the 
community leaving valuables inside their vehicles. As a police service we cannot stress enough:  please do not 
leave anything of value in your vehicles as it becomes an invitation for an opportunistic thief to break into your 
vehicle. If we are all diligent in this regard we will easily deter this type of criminal activity.  

One other issue to note: recently there has been a persons(s) going door to door and asking for money for a tow 
or to fix a broken down car etc. If you feel this person is being dishonest with you about why he/she needs the 
money please do not give them anything and call the police. This could constitute a fraudulent act. Police have 
already charged one person in connection with this type of activity. More importantly though, never let a 
stranger into your home no matter how comfortable you feel with them.  

Thank you and stay safe.  

Sgt Frank Miscione #754 
Division 10 Crime Manager - South Town 
COAST Supervisor 
Hess Village Coordinator 
155 King William Street 
Hamilton, ON  L8R 1A7 
(905) 540-6074 
fmiscione@hamiltonpolice.on.ca 

 

Local Crime Stats 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 

Break & 
enter 4 1 6 5 4 4 7 5 4 1 

Drugs 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 

Mischief 2 20 8 8 7 3 5 13 6 14 

Robbery 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

Stolen 
auto 4 3 2 3 5 2 5 4 5 2 

Theft 10 22 10 10 10 19 17 33 16 17 

 

***Please remember to report all incidents: Call 911 for emergencies and 905-546-4925 for non-

emergencies. 
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