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Hamilton’s Best Craft Beer Festival, BECAUSE BEER! 
 
Sonic Unyon, the organizers of Supercrawl, the Hamilton Blues & Roots Festival, and Seven 
Sundays  is thrilled to announce their latest event, BECAUSE BEER Craft Beer Festival.  
 
BECAUSE BEER will take place on July 11 and 12, 2014 at Pier 4 Park in Hamilton, ON 
and will feature craft beer sampling from over 20 craft beer companies, a BJCP-sanctioned 
homebrew competition, a music stage, guest speakers, and specialty food trucks.  
 
The focus of BECAUSE BEER is to bring together craft beer brewers to showcase their product 
and their dedication to quality craft beer. It is aimed at anyone who is interested in enjoying and 
discovering craft beer – from beer aficionados to the casual beer drinker or beer lover. The 
festival will provide a unique opportunity to sample a variety of craft beers, interact with the 
brewers who create the product, listen to live music and informative guest speakers, and enjoy a 
meal from a variety of local food trucks. 
 
Mill St., Ontario Brewing Company, Nickelbrook, McAuslan Brewing, and many others will be 
offering samples for tasting. 
 
The lineup of special guests includes Crystal Luxmore, a Certified Cicerone and beer columnist, 
who will take her audience through a series of contests that will teach, entertain, and challenge 
you to do beer better. Learn the art of the perfect pour, how to sniff out a bad beer, and what to 
eat with your favourite beer style.  
 
Also speaking will be Michael Duggan and Brad Clifford of Ontario Brewing Company, along 
with local Ontario hop grower Hugh Brown of Heritage Hill Organics, who together produce 
Ontario's first all-local brews 100 Mile Ale and 100 Mile Lager. 
 
BECAUSE BEER will also host a BJCP-Sanctioned Homebrew Competition. Join us on 
Saturday, July 12 for our Best of Show judging and BJCP Competition Awards Ceremony. 
 
Hamilton’s own Harlan Pepper and the Dinner Belles will provide musical entertainment. 
 
Admission is $25 per day with a two-day pass available for $40. Tickets can be purchased in 
advance online or on the day of at the festival gate. Admission price includes one BECAUSE 
BEER tasting mug and four craft beer samples. Two-day passes include an additional six craft 
beer samples. Extra samples can be purchased for $1 each.  
 
The event will run from 4pm – 11pm on Friday, July 11 and from 12pm – 8pm on Saturday, July 
12. 
 
BECAUSE BEER is a licensed 19+ event. Valid photo identification must be presented to enter 
the festival area. Please drink responsibly and don’t drink and drive. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
BECAUSE BEER Craft Beer Festival 
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Pier 4 Park, Hamilton, ON 
Friday, July 11, 2014  4pm - 11pm 
Saturday, July 12, 2014  12pm - 8 pm 
 
Tickets:  
Single Day: $25.00 including HST (Includes BECAUSE BEER tasting mug and four craft beer 
samples) 
Two Day: $40.00 including HST (Includes BECAUSE BEER tasting mug and ten craft beer 
samples) 
Available at becausebeer.ca or at the festival gate. 
 
Contact: 
Brandi MacDonald [brandi@becausebeer.ca] - for inquires regarding BJCP judging and beer 
vendors. 
Lisa LaRocca [lisa@becausebeer.ca] - for inquires regarding food trucks and other vendors. 
General inquiries and press requests please contact info@becausebeer.ca 
 
For additional information please visit: 
becausebeer.ca 
twitter.com/becausebeerca 
facebook.com/becausebeer 
 
 
ABOUT SONIC UNYON 
 
Founded in 1992, Sonic Unyon prides itself on running a business that is as diverse as its label 
roster, which has included releases by The Pixies, Wilco, Wintersleep, Hayden, Frank Black, 
Ringo Deathstarr, Terra Lightfoot, Treble Charger, Young Rival and many others.  
 
In addition to the award-winning record label, Sonic Unyon is active as the production team 
behind Hamilton's Supercrawl, the Hamilton Blues and Roots Festival, Seven Sundays in Gage 
Park, and the recently launched Because Beer Craft Beer Festival. 
 
The owners are also involved in the revitalization of the downtown Hamilton through their re-
development efforts of several downtown properties.  
 
Sonic Unyon and its owners have had a number of awards bestowed upon them including: 
Independent Label of the Year, Young Entrepreneurs of the Year, Best Small and Medium 
Festival (Supercrawl), numerous Hamilton Music Awards, several Juno Awards and nominations 
and the Hamilton Distinguished Citizen of the Year and Arts Ambassador of the Year. 
 
 


